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Dedication 
This book is dedicated to Fr. Eusébe H. Ménard, founder of the 

Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles and loving servant 
of God and the Church. On the cover of the book, Father Ménard is 
receiving the blessing from His Holiness John Paul II. 

Prayer for Vocations
Gracious God, Jesus has told us that “the harvest 
is large, but there are few workers to gather it in. 
Pray that the harvest master will send out workers 
to gather it in”. Thus we pray to you with confi-
dence in accordance with the desires of His Heart. 

Help all Christians to take seriously their responsi-
bility as citizens of the Royal Kingdom and as liv-
ing stones of the Church. 

Chose from among your People apostolic workers; 
priests, deacons, religious men and women, com-
mitted lay people, so that the Good News is pro-
claimed to all nations and that your mercy is known 
to all our brothers and sisters. AMEN
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Presentation
During a lifetime, it happens to all of us to encounter a person 

who leaves a mark more than others on our existence. Thus, Peter, 
John, Andrew and Paul were deeply touched by the “Come, follow 
me” of Jesus. Their lives were completely changed.

Father Eusèbe-Henri Ménard left no one indifferent, giving rise 
to admiration for some, surprise for others, questioning, involve-
ment. He left his footprints wherever he went. God knows how 
many persons received words of encouragement, of comfort or of 
unconditional acceptance. Some were given shelter, nourishment, 
an education. Others were pacified, questioned, transformed !

Truly, Father Eusèbe-Henri Ménard can be considered a man 
of God – with his strengths and weaknesses - a friend to priests, the 
poor and to those on the margins of society. As a follower of the 
Risen Christ, he gave his whole life to the Church whom he loved 
with all his heart, unpretentiously, in spite of the setbacks, the blows 
he received, the crosses he carried.

In spite of controversies, Father Eusèbe-Henri Ménard sowed 
the seed of the Good News concerning God’s love and tenderness, 
especially with the Work of the Holy Apostles. He sought to human-
ize and evangelize with the laborers of the vineyard who joined him 
at different hours of the day. He enabled the Church, to receive many 
new priests and gave many responsibilities to the laity.

In the name of all the members of the family of The Society 
of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, I wish to thank Mr. Paul 
Longpré for showing us the engaging personality of Father Eusèbe-
Henri Ménard, his charism as Founder and his unconditional love 
for Jesus. He was real son of Francis of Assisi!

Montreal, 15 August 2000 
Yvon Archambault, M.S.A.
Animator General
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Introduction
This monography was realized thanks to documents from ar-

chives and interviews with many witnesses who knew Father Eusebe 
at different moments of his life or who collaborated closely with 
him in many respects. I therefore want to thank these persons who 
allowed me to discover and make known Father Eusebe, this apostle 
with a heart of gold and words of fire.

I warmly thank the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy 
Apostles, the Father-Eusebe-Menard Foundation and Fides who put 
their trust in me in bringing this project to realization. No doubt, 
more elaborate and voluminous works will be written about him 
whom his disciples affectionately called “le Père”. We surely haven’t 
finished hearing about this “saintly delinquent” and his work, pres-
ent in seven countries. I will always be grateful for having been able 
to make a contribution in a modest way. 

I also wish to thank my wife and collaborator, Lise, as well as 
my sister-in-law Françoise Lamarche for their precious work in re-
vising the content and form of this monography.

P.L.

Lord, with insistance and counting on your Almighty Power, I 
ask you the great favor of spending my life, before and after my de-
mise, in promoting numerous and authentic vocations to the priest-
hood and in encouraging my fellow priests.

Priests, Your priests, how I have loved them! How I love them 
still! I want to continue loving them, if possible, like they have never 
been loved before. I want to love them with the heart of Jesus. I am 
convinced that I will serve them better after my death than I did dur-
ing my lifetime on earth.

May they live their priesthood in union with that of their bap-
tized brothers, trusting them with many responsibilities, so that they 
may have more time for prayer and for preaching the Gospel.

 Excerpt from My Testament, 25 March 1975 
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I

The picture of his mother!
A Prophet on fire, audacious Founder of the Work of the Holy 

Apostles, Father Eusebe Menard, a spiritual son of Francis of Assisi, 
was a dazzling and often disturbing personality: a kind of “saintly 
delinquent”.

Thousands of Quebekers emigrated to New England at the be-
ginning of the twentieth century. The case of Marie-Anna Labbé, 
Father Eusebe’s mother, however, is a peculiar one. Quite deter-
mined not to “live on a land covered with rocks”, as her parents 
had, she left the Beauce region in 1900, at the age of 17, to work in 
a textile mill in Auburn, Maine (U.S.A.). She would pronounce the 
English word factories in French, factries. She went there all alone! 
We must add that she would be living with an uncle already settled 
in the States. Yet, we must admit that she was a determined person… 
Also, that her parents were broad minded, at a time when women 
were kept on a leash until their wedding day.

In this small town in New England, Marie-Anna would meet a 
silent man with a kind look on his face, Charles Menard, originally 
from the Beauce region like herself, a cobbler by trade, exiled at 
the age of fifteen and working in a shoe factory. Very timid, Charles 
was a painter on Sunday and used to hang around the Art gallery in 
Auburn. This is where Marie-Anna met him. They got married in 
1904. He was 32, she was 21. It goes without saying that they had 
many children, as we say in fairy tales: revenge of the crib demands 
it! Eleven children in eighteen years: nine boys and two girls. The 
first one was born in 1906. The sixth, Henri, was born ten years later. 
The Franciscans would give him the name of Eusèbe, a disciple of 
Origen, Bishop of Cesarea in the fourth century.
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The working conditions of the French Canadians and the Irish, 
proletarians of the Industrial Revolution of the Eastern part of the 
United States were unspeakable. The dust of the factory took its toll 
of Charlie’s lungs in less than 20 years. Charlie was the affectionate 
name that Marie-Anna gave him. He was obliged to return to his 
country in 1908. Doctors recommend fresh air. The couple settled 
down on a farm in Saint-Jules-de-Beauce, thus following the advice 
of Charles’ family, but they are unable to make ends meet in feeding 
the children.

Marie-Anna had sworn that she would never wear herself out 
on a land covered with rocks! She has only four years of schooling 
in a country school, but she is a good business woman. She is the 
one who makes the important decisions concerning the family heri-
tage. Her Charlie has a trade: shoemaker and cobbler. Well! He will 
earn his living making shoes. Among the larger villages of Beauce 
region, East-Broughton Station does not have a shoe store: this is 
where the family will settle down.

A good man

The couple, who already had two kids, bought a small house 
on Main Street leading to the Quebec Asbestos Factory, near the 
mounds of asbestos waste material. Not very good for Charlie’s 
lungs… But much better than the factory’s air climate. Very skillful 
in different areas, Charlie prefers to work alone rather than with oth-
ers. A shoemaker’s job suits him very well. He soon builds a clien-
tele. He is a humble man. A good listener. Perhaps because he holds 
the nails between his lips to save time! He becomes the confidant 
of many. Therefore his shop is busy, but he works for almost noth-
ing. Whenever he encounters the poor, and there are many in this 
Quebec region at the beginning of the century, he works for almost 
nothing… His youngest child remembers that he would work from 
morning till night, after which, he would read the paper while listen-
ing to the soprano Lily Pons on the radio.

When the great depression hit them at the beginning of the thir-
ties, poverty became even more widespread. With other villagers, 
the Menard family organized fund drives of clothes and food. The 
distribution would take place at the shoe store. At that time, Henri 
was a boarder in college. He would, no doubt, have liked to take part 
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in these fund drives. As a child, when he was sent to the grocery 
store to buy groceries, he would often return empty handed:

I met a beggar and I gave him the money: he looked so piti-
ful, Mom!

Our dear Marie-Anna wouldn’t scold him, but she quickly un-
derstood that her budget would be in better health if she asked her 
other children to buy the groceries. This care for the poor would 
never leave him. 

As a college student, during summer holidays, he would regu-
larly visit poor families and bring them groceries, according to his 
young brother, Benoît. During the sixties, he went to New York to 
get permission from Cardinal Spellman to open a Seminary in his 
diocese. Not only was he refused, but the Cardinal sent him a subor-
dinate to inform him, without seeing him personally. He took advan-
tage of his stay to visit the homeless of New York… As a Missionary 
in Peru, he regularly visited the lepers at Guia Hospital. He tried 
to set up a leper hospital, but the project did not materialize. In 
Colombia, he used to visit the homeless who slept in the entrance 
of buildings… Towards the end of his life, he used to visit a friend 
from the Beauce region, Mr. Irénée Bergeron, retired and living in 
Florida. He would disappear for a week and return in a state of in-
describable filth. He had shared living conditions with his brothers, 
the tramps. 

Let us return to East-Broughton. Behind the house, Charlie had 
a large vegetable garden. He had planted fruit trees that would give 
an abundant harvest in spite of the dust from the asbestos. With 
the help of an employee, he also had a farmhouse cottage on the 
sixth concession road: two cows, a horse, a pig that he killed for 
the Holidays. The farm products would take care of the food needs 
of the family. Yet, the Menard family had a hard time making ends 
meet. Marie-Anna, one day, has a plan. She hires domestic help and 
decides to open a shoe store and sell working clothes. As talkative 
as her husband is silent, she succeeds:Two of her sons work as buy-
ers from shoe wholesalers. Very soon, it will be necessary to widen 
the shoe repair shop and the store. They will therefore build a sec-
ond floor to provide accommodation for the family that continues to 
grow… Five new rooms and a bathroom with a bathtub. A bathtub: 
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somewhat of a curiosity to the villagers! They will never be filthy 
rich, but Marie-Anna will nevertheless find a way to buy houses 
to help three of her children settle in East-Broughton. She was the 
one who would discover the bargains and make all the necessary ar-
rangements. Charlie was the one to worry:

“Are you sure it’s a good deal?”

Marie-Anna had a reassuring answer:

“Trust me, Charlie. You’ll see!”

Sure enough, Marie-Anna would succeed. All the children re-
ceived a minimum of schooling. One became a teacher and the oth-
ers became successful businessmen. We must admit that the years 
after the war were fruitful years for the economy.

Grandfather’s prophecy

A woman with a sense of duty, tenacious and brave, Marie-
Anna was also very religious. Her spirituality is illustrated by her 
great confidence in Providence. She attends Mass every morning 
in the chapel of the Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help whose 
convent is situated near the shoe repair shop. Her youngest daughter, 
whose name is also Marie-Anna, accompanies her except on days 
when there is too much snow. “It is mom who taught us to love the 
Eucharist,” she confides. When war broke out, Benoît, the young-
est of the boys, who was eighteen, joined the American army. His 
mother made the promise to go to Mass every day of her life if her 
son came home safe. She kept her promise as long as her health al-
lowed her to. 

This business woman was also capable of compassion. When 
grandfather Menard was losing “his autonomy,” as we say today in 
the language of social workers, a family council thought of “plac-
ing” him. In spite of her eleven children and the shoe business, 
Marie-Anna decided to take care of him. “It is out of the question 
to put him in a old folks’ home. We’ll take care of him,” was her 
final decision. Grandfather stayed 14 years with them. He found 
ways of helping out. During the last six months of his life, he was 
totally senile and dependant. Marie-Anna took care of him like a 
baby… When the couple decided to take him in, grandfather pre-
dicted: “Marie-Anna, because of what you are doing for me, God is 
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going to reward you. He is going to give you a son who will become 
a priest…” 

The son who was to become a priest thanks to grandfather 
Menard’s prophecy was Henri. Most families of Quebec with many 
children, at that time, had a priest, a religious or a nun. Many of 
these “vocations” were social in nature. It was a question of leaving 
a situation of poverty in order to attain a superior level in a Christian 
society. Some would escape from the farm and have access to higher 
studies, being assured of food and lodging. As an eldest daughter, 
one would escape the responsibility of being a substitute mother in 
a family with many children. Sometimes, one would unconscious-
ly answer a conditioning that could go as far as being affection-
ate blackmail: “Mom would be so proud of you if you became a 
priest!...” Or we could be rather sensitive to clerical pressure: “My 
child, be careful of becoming a failure by turning a deaf ear to God’s 
calling…” During the sixties, these priests, terribly unhappy be-
cause they had mistaken their calling, caused a terrible collapse in 
the Church of Quebec. 

Henri did not experience this kind of pressure. From the age of 
ten, the sixth son of the Menard family was a missionary in his heart, 
according to the written testimony in 1987 of his third year teacher, 
Miss Bernadette Larochelle, on the occasion of the 40th anniversary 
of the Work of the Holy Apostles. 

In the school of East-Broughton Station, directed by a commu-
nity of sisters, Miss Larochelle was responsible for the “enriched” 
class of third year. It was also the year of Solemn Communion. She 
had 44 students who were actually following the program of fourth 
year. Gifted with a phenomenal memory, Henri Menard was among 
the six “Aces” who were competing for first place in all subjects be-
ing taught. “On the blackboard of honor students, says the teacher, 
stars would accumulate and the pastor, Father Poulin, would men-
tion it without fail when he came to give out the report cards. It was 
something he insisted on doing!”

A missionary spirit

In this class, competitiveness would grow constantly thanks to 
the missionaries and their work, according to this old teacher. At that 
time, the Work of “la Sainte-Enfance” (Holy Childhood), present in 
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all Catholic schools, was centered on the evangelization of China. 
Each donation of 25 cents represented the baptism of a Chinese 
baby. The saying, in an awkward way, went that we would be “buy-
ing” a little Chinese baby! The children were invited, in this way, to 
give up some of their pocket money. The results would be posted on 
the blackboard, which was rather humiliating for children coming 
from poor families who didn’t have any pocket money. To avoid the 
shame, their parents were often obliged to skimp on essentials for 
their little ones in order to buy little Chinese babies! However, this 
was not the objective pursued by Miss Larochelle…

Henri was special, according to her. Since he came from a fam-
ily of many boys (the girls were still babies), the mother distributed 
the house chores between the boys, who became “house keepers” 
so to speak. She would reward their services by giving them a few 
pennies earned at the shoe store. 

It’s from this allowance that little Henri gave generously to the 
missions. Each morning, he whispered to his teacher: “I washed the 
dishes!” Or again: “I made the beds before leaving for school and I 
earned five cents for the missions!” Even at that tender age, remem-
bers Miss Larochelle, Henri was humble about it: “May your left 
hand ignore what your right hand is giving…” 

A deal with little Thérèse

Solemn Communion, called “Profession of Faith” today, used 
to encourage children to profess in a certain way the faith of their 
Fathers at the dawn of adolescence. In the Spring, it was preceded 
by a catechesis that lasted a few days and was given by the pastor 
or his curate at the country parish. It was called “walking to the cat-
echism”. When May arrived and the time for catechism, recalls Miss 
Larochelle, Henri had to walk two miles each day to come and go 
to the church. He had no more time left to help his mother, except 
on the weekend. He therefore found an ingenious way to raise funds 
for his Chinese friends. At noon, after a quick lunch, he would play 
marbles with his school friends. In the Beauce region, the game was 
called “boleys”. He would then sell the marbles he had won and 
each evening, on his way home from catechism, he would stop over 
at the school to give Miss Larochelle the fruits of his earnings. “I 
made a deal with little Thérèse, he would say. She allows me to win, 
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and I give her my pennies for the ‘Sainte-Enfance’!” In the one year 
of 1927, Henri alone gave $5.55 to the “Sainte-Enfance”.

Little Henri didn’t stop over at the school only to give his earn-
ings of the day. He came to chat with his teacher who was also his 
confidant concerning the teaching given that day by the pastor or the 
curate. “Already a fledgling theologian,” she said, “he would ask me 
questions concerning the teaching he had received!”

Solemn Communion was a very important moment in the life 
of a child, underlined Miss Larochelle, who could discover in her 
students a “hunger for God”. She attempted to satisfy this hunger in 
many ways. She did not lack imagination.

She had adapted for her class a method of preparation that 
Thérèse Martin (Saint Thérèse of Lisieux) had used for her First 
Communion. She had found in Quebec city a copy of a little book 
mentioned by the Saint in her autobiography. Each page presented 
a flower with its name, characteristics, symbol and ways of offering 
Jesus with “a communion basket”, that is with ones heart, acts of 
virtue symbolized by the flower of the day.

My children would excel in finding these acts in their 
little daily lives, said the old teacher still amazed. And they 
would express themselves without fear or human respect! 
There were twenty students preparing themselves, but the 
other twenty-four also wanted to share. There was a study 
period of twenty minutes before morning class and at mid-
day. At their request, until the time for catechism at the 
church, they would bring their benches close to one another 
around my chair, and we would look at our little flowers 
of virtue…

Coredemption

Miss Larochelle had invented another missionary incentive. On 
strings knotted at every three centimeters and extended from one 
end of the class to the other, little boats suspended by their sails 
represented the continents. Each evening, after class, the children 
would make known their “sacrifices” for the missions and we would 
advance the boats: twenty-five sacrifices per knot! By the word sac-
rifice, Miss Larochelle meant all acts of virtue: efforts for remaining 
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silent during class, application during homework, acts of charity in 
every sense of the word, in other words, a “B.A” (Bonne Action = 
Good Action) as we used to say in the Scouts. 

These sacrifices were accomplished in the spirit of Saint Paul: 
“to complete what is lacking in the Passion of Christ” was the 
teacher’s explanation. The work of Redemption for the salvation 
of the continent of our choice required many sacrifices… This 
missionary undertaking was the best way of exercising self-disci-
pline in my class and in which teaching became such passionate 
work! 

The mystery of Salvation held an important place in the spir-
ituality of Miss Larochelle. Among the children, who were like 
putty in her hands, Henri would be particularly affected by her. 
Among her memories, the elderly teacher remembers a revealing 
anecdote. She had spoken to her students about the devotion to 
the Crucifix which aimed at “consoling Christ in his agony and 
in accomplishing acts of love”. She added that those who had the 
chance of owning a Crucifix that “was larger than the one on their 
Rosary” could place it on their hearts for the night… On the chest 
of drawers where Henri slept, there was a silver-colored glass cru-
cifix. It was a huge crucifix. That evening, before getting into bed, 
Henri removed it from its base and placed it on his chest as the 
teacher had suggested. The story doesn’t say whether Jesus was 
consoled, but his mother, who was a light sleeper, heard a strange 
noise coming from the boys’ room. She tiptoed into the room. What 
did she see? Little Henri was having difficulty breathing under the 
weight of the cross! To be sure, she relieved him of it, tucked him 
in, and the child continued his trip to “dream land” as the lullaby in 
a songbook called “la bonne chanson” went… At breakfast, being 
careful not to scold him, she said: “What were you doing last night, 
sleeping with the big Crucifix on your chest? I went to your room 
and found out you had trouble breathing…” – “It was our teacher 
who encouraged us to go to bed with a crucifix that was bigger than 
the one on our Rosary!” – “Don’t you think that this one was a bit 
too heavy? Listen! I will find you a lighter one for tonight. How 
about that?” 

“I would be very curious”, says Miss Larochelle, “to find out 
what Henri whispered to Jesus to console Him during His agony…” 



The picture of his mother! 9

Like many little Quebekers at that time who may not have be-
come priests, Henri liked to pretend he was saying Mass in the attic. 
He had a ready made congregation thanks to his younger siblings 
Paul-Émile, Benoît, Adéla, and Marie-Anna. The latter remembers 
well the liturgical vestments made of paper and the “hosts” cut out 
of cardboard boxes. She also recalls Henri’s eloquent sermons! 

Many years later, when Henri had become Father Eusèbe, his 
old school teacher paid him a visit at his first Seminary for belated 
vocations, which was still under construction. She never forgot her 
visit with him. Besides teaching, she said, he had to look after the 
construction of the college and had to find, on a daily basis, enough 
money to pay his laborers. He spoke to me of the Lord’s generosity 
who was looking after everything! I, myself, was worried: 

Don’t you find yourself rather small, Henri, when you look 
at the immensity of the task you have undertaken?

Yes, I feel rather small… Until it is time for Mass. At Mass, 
I receive an exceptional strength that comes from God!

After a long moment of silence filled with emotion, Father added:

I want to tell you, Miss Larochelle, that my vocation to the 
priesthood is due of course to the prayers of mom and dad. 
But was during your religion courses that I discovered it. 
And I can’t thank you enough! You taught us the value of 
catechism. Moreover, each Sunday, I gather people from all 
over and I give them an hour or two of catechism. It satisfies 
a need in their souls.

Miss Larochelle concludes: “Since Henri shared this with me, I 
pray for him all the more. I consider him my spiritual son.”

The old school teacher certainly hasn’t seen Henri very often. 
She remembers however having been invited to the wedding of the 
Menards’ second son, Edouard. She was seated next to her ex “Ace” 
of grade three elementary who was still in short pants and was a 
student at Saint-Victor’s Seminary. She was also invited to Father 
Eusèbe’s first Mass and banquet. The young priest had asked his 
mother to invite two couples of poor people, like a true son of Saint 
Francis, says Miss Larochelle, still proud of him, who, in her heart, 
remains “her little Henri”.
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Precocious vocation

When Henri reached the age of twelve, he expressed the desire 
to become a priest. His parents spoke about it to the pastor of East-
Broughton. The latter was a bit embarrassed: he had already recom-
mended another student for the college of Lévis. Each parish had 
the right to choose only one candidate per year for the priesthood. 
He advised them to apply to the Seminary of the Sacred Heart, in 
Saint-Victor-de-Tring, in the Beauce region, an institution for “be-
lated vocations”, even though the subject was a bit young.

At this place, the minimum age was fifteen. At the end of his el-
ementary school years, young Henri would only be fourteen. Canon 
Bernier, Superior of the Seminary, knew the family. He came to talk 
it over with the parents and meet the young candidate. He decided to 
make an exception and admit Henri on a trial basis for one year. He 
came away with the medal of the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec, 
a distinction given to the student who was first of his class. Benoît, 
the youngest of the boys, remembers very well the day when Henri 
came home triumphantly from Saint-Victor’s. He gave the medal to 
his mother, who was very moved. After that, he shut himself into 
his room for a long moment. So very happy to see his big brother, 
Benoît wondered what the young graduate was doing in his room, 
when everyone else was celebrating.

Will you please tell me what you were doing there during 
all this time?

I was giving thanks to the Lord who gave me the talent to 
study.

Benoît and Marie-Anna, the youngest of the family, loved this 
big brother of theirs who was so often absent. Both are nostalgic 
about Summer vacations when Henri would gather the younger 
ones of the family for fruit-picking time in the fields and neighbor-
ing groves, or to trample the hay that their father had harvested and 
brought back from the sixth concession. Benoît really disliked these 
activities. In fact, he often would grumble about what his mother 
asked him to do. He much preferred playing with his friends. It was 
Henri, he remembers, who had a way of making him obey. He also 
remembers that their big brother found ways of making them pray 
a few minutes each day while working. During Winter holidays, it 
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was Henri once more who would bring them along to cut down the 
Christmas tree and prepare the manger with the figurines he had 
bought at the Seminary. Marie-Anna still has these little statues six-
ty-five years later.

“What fond memories I have of my brother!” she says. “He 
loved to help out each member of the family according to their 
needs. He has left his mark on my life: I owe him a lot.” 

The College Student

Lorenzo Quirion, a retired priest from Sherbrooke was an inti-
mate friend of Henri at Saint-Victor’s Seminary. Besides the fact that 
he was the youngest and the brightest of his class, young Menard did 
not shine out in any particular way. 

His studies, his long spiritual exercises and manual labor 
took up all his attention. He had personal initiative, even the 
Youth Club (Jeunesse Étudiante Catholique). He was not 
particularly interested in sports either. His punctuality in 
observing what was asked of him was his distinctive quality.

As an adolescent, Henri was sociable, but he did not allow oth-
ers to invade his privacy. “A bit of a loner,” says his friend Lorenzo. 
And he goes on to add:

His smile, sometimes a teaser, was charming. He would 
easily excuse others’ faults to the point of appearing naïve 
in order to forgive. His modesty attracted others in a child-
like way in which all pretention was gone in order to be 
able to share his enjoyment with his brothers. For those 
who were his intimate friends, an interior happiness grew 
like a flower in bloom on the stem of shared love. As a mis-
sionary later on in life, he would often repeat the advice of 
Saint John the Apostle: “My commandment is that you love 
one another”.

Father Quirion also remembers that his friend, who had a beau-
tiful singing voice was particularly fond of sacred music. Mass was 
from the start, the source and summit of his existence. He also had 
a tender love for Mary, which he kept throughout his life. “During 
evening recreation” he says, “Henri always said his rosary while 
walking with a confrere, according to a tradition practiced in many 
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seminaries. Simple meditation on the rosary was no doubt a fore-
taste of his daily mental prayer, later on.”

As a preacher, Father Eusèbe would reveal himself a gifted per-
son. This talent remained unnoticed until his nineteenth year. That 
year, with a few confreres, he organized three carnival floats for the 
feast of Saint-John the Baptist: it was a first in East-Broughton! As 
for himself, dressed as a patriot of 1837, with a decorative belt and 
all that goes with it, he memorized a patriotic speech: a real triumph! 
Come to think of it, this young man would have succeeded in poli-
tics without any problem. During his seminary years, by the way, he 
was tempted to become a lawyer. This unbelievable gift as a speaker, 
he would put in the service of God’s Word.

Jesus, today I want to thank You for this feeling of rejection 
or indifference that the members of my beloved spiritual family are 
giving me. 

I have even been told that the Work of the Holy Apostles will 
really grow and become settled when I die. Thank you! Thank you! 
Thank you! Lord! I really think they’re right.

The Work of the Holy Apostles is not my work. You have kept 
me, Lord Jesus, from all illusions: it’s Your work. As I discover 
more and more my limitations, my incurable miseries, my numerous 
faults that I am unable to correct, my many sins, out of the depths I 
cry to you, O Lord!

Forgive me, Lord Jesus, and thanks. Let me tell you once again: 
You alone are Holy, You alone are great, You alone are the Master. I 
place all my trust in You: You alone are my salvation… and the sal-
vation of all my brothers. This fills me with joy and peace!

  Excerpt from My Testament, 4 August 1980
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In the footsteps of the 
Poverello

His early passionate interest in evangelization, his “connivanc-
es” with Thérèse of Lisieux, patron saint of the missions, and his 
love for the poor were all indications that directed Henri to a life 
as a missionary. When the time came to begin his itinerary towards 
the priesthood, however, he felt called to follow in the footsteps of 
Francis of Assisi. 

His parents had reservations in seeing him enter the Franciscan 
Order, specially his mother who found this Religious Order much 
too strict: to sleep on a board, total poverty, discipline. No one knows 
if it were these reservations that tipped the scales, but, at the end of 
his two years of philosophy, Henri announced his intention of be-
coming a missionary. He entered the Seminary of Foreign Missions 
in Pont-Viau and began his first year of theology. He didn’t feel at 
home. One year was sufficient to convince him that without doubt 
he is called to the Franciscan life. He was fascinated by the spiritu-
ality of Francis of Assisi. He therefore entered the novitiate of the 
Franciscans in Lennoxville. Then, he spent three more years study-
ing theology at the Franciscan monastery of Rosemont in Montreal. 
Finally, he was ordained on the 28th of September 1941, at the age 
of 25. 

As a young priest, Henri, now called Father Eusèbe, found as-
ceticism to be very important in his life.

“During vacation at home”, recalls Marie-Anna, “he wouldn’t 
sleep in his bed but on the floor!” His mother was upset about this. 
And at the monastery, he followed the rule to the letter by giving 
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himself “the discipline”. With time, he discovered that what counts 
most is to do everything out of love. In the end, won’t we all be 
judged by our love?

A power of attraction

Father Eusèbe spends two more years of study in social sciences 
at the University of Montreal before taking on ministry full time. 
Because of his special gift in preaching, he is sent at the age of 29 to 
“Maison du Christ-Roi”(House of Christ the King) in Châteauguay-
Bassin, a retreat house directed by the Franciscans. Until the recent 
years of dechristianization, many Catholics from Quebec would 
make an annual retreat of spirituality called a “closed retreat”, dif-
ferent from retreats given in parishes. From the outset, the young 
preacher is an overnight success. More than just a brilliant preacher, 
he is seen as a master in spirituality. He is filled with an interior 
flame fuelled by long hours of mental prayer and spiritual reading 
of the Scriptures. This fire is communicated to his audience with a 
phenomenal magnetism. Even if he had undertaken brilliant stud-
ies, this young Franciscan was not an intellectual. He was, rather, a 
charismatic leader.

Many persons who appreciated his teachings remember, fifty 
years later, his modulating voice, sometimes warm and sometimes 
harsh. His gestures were full and expressive. But most of all, they re-
member the importance he placed on the Mystery of the Incarnation 
and the Mystical Body of Christ, on the unfailing confidence in a 
God of Love. In this respect as well as in others, he was avant-garde. 
Most Quebec preachers at that time had not yet discovered Thérèse 
of Lisieux. They would insist mainly on the justice of God… 

Like Jesus in His time, Father Eusèbe would question, get car-
ried away, fascinate people. He would give those on retreat the de-
sire to enter our Father’s House some day. His inflammatory words 
would bring about conversions, changes, spiritual renewals. Many 
wanted to follow in the footsteps of Jesus: to become leavened 
bread, the salt of the earth. Some would discover a belated vocation 
to the priesthood. Many who were single or widowers of a certain 
age, did not have the required studies to enter the Major Seminary. 

One morning, while celebrating the Eucharist, center and sum-
mit of his life, Father Eusèbe felt called by God to found a Seminary 
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for these belated vocations as they were called at the time. Today, we 
rather call them adult vocations, to distinguish them from vocations 
discovered at an early age, at the end of elementary school. Since 
he will need priests to teach these seminarians, he will be obliged to 
found a new spiritual family: the Society of the Holy Apostles. As 
for the converts who wanted to serve the Church without becoming 
priests, the ambitious Franciscan would lose no time in finding them 
something to do. 

The richness of the poor

One morning, barely a year after his arrival at the retreat house, 
Father Eusèbe was giving a teaching on Social Justice. To support his 
arguments, he would usually quote Holy Scripture. In Saint Luke, 
shortly after warning his disciples about the contaminating power of 
money, Jesus tells them the story of Lazarus and the rich man (Lk 
16, 19-31). Luke doesn’t give a name to the rich man. It could be any 
rich man. On the steps of his expensive home, lies a beggar covered 
with ulcers. The poor man drools at seeing the precious left-overs 
falling from the rich man’s table, but is unable to reach them. The 
rich man and he are living in two different worlds. Just like today, 
a scandalous gap separates the haves from the have-nots. Only the 
dogs of the rich man have some compassion: they lick his sores. 

Both die the same day. Lazarus is “carried away to the bosom 
of Abraham” while the rich man finds himself “in the netherworld, 
where he is in torment”. He begs Abraham to relieve his thirst: even 
if it were just a drop of water! Too late! He finally asks him to send 
Lazarus to his five brothers lest they too come to this place of tor-
ment. No deal! They have Moses and the prophets. “If they will not 
listen to Moses and the prophets,” says Abraham, “neither will they 
be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead”. 

In the same manner, Father Eusèbe explains that we are only ad-
ministrators of what we possess: “Rich people’s possessions belong 
to the poor!” Not only is this paradox absolutely according to the 
spirit of Francis of Assisi, but it is part of Judaic culture. In the book 
of Psalms, the rich man is also questioned about his riches “When 
you eat your bread, it is My people that you are devouring!” As for 
Jesus, he often insisted on the great difficulty for the rich to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. It is more difficult for a camel to pass through 
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the eye of a needle: Hector Durand, a frequent patron of Christ-Roi 
retreat house,was a building constructor. It is putting it lightly to say 
that he was moved by Father Eusèbe’s preaching: he was shaken to 
the foundations of his being the point of wanting to follow the young 
Franciscan on the spot. 

Hector Durand consecrated 27 years of his life and all of his 
fortune to the Work of the Holy Apostles. He died a poor man in 
1972. This first disciple would remain a layman during his whole 
life and become the co-founder of the Work. According to an en-
graving conceived by Father Eusèbe for the numerous laypersons 
who would follow suit, Hector Durand is the one with the hand that 
is supporting the hand of the priest. Together, they are uplifting the 
world. Those who worked with him on one or the other numerous 
construction sites gave witness to his unbelievable resilience. He 
would often work from seven o’clock in the morning till close to 
midnight. Praising his tireless zeal, Father Eusèbe would say: “Look 
at this man, you won’t find many like him !”

Down with clericalism!

Long before the Church’s concept of “the People of God” that 
has been proclaimed by Vatican II, and that is far from being a part 
of our culture, Father Eusèbe depends a lot on the partnership of 
priests and laity in order to realize his great ambition. He gave all 
the administrative tasks to laity in order to free his priests for the 
ministry. The Franciscans, have lay managers who look after the 
properties of the Order. Father Eusèbe went even further. A few 
months before the foundation of his first Seminary in 1946, he set 
up a non-profit civil organization (a Corporation), the Friends of 
Saint-Pascal, who not only will be managing the enterprise, but will 
actually be the owners of the Seminary under the name of “École 
apostolique Saint-Pascal-Baylon” (Apostolic School). Besides Mr. 
Durand, the society was made up of business men J.-P. Laberge, J.-
O. Dufort, Stanislas Chalifoux and Alphonse Déziel. Father Eusèbe 
will maintain this style for all of his foundations. In Canada, be-
ginning in 1953, a single civil society will administer the differ-
ent foundations: the Corporation of the Work of the Holy Apostles, 
whose administrative council is made up in majority of laypersons. 
Not being a specialist in the matter, Father Eusèbe was not aware 
probably that he was causing a breach in Canon Law. According to 
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ecclesial law, possessions obtained from public donations or rich 
benefactors belong to the Church. It would take heavy lobbying at 
the Vatican in order for this type of “non-property” to be tolerated 
and that, some day, it would become the object of an amendment to 
Canon law. 

This exemplary initiative of poverty and anti-clericalism did not 
seem to embarrass the Bishops concerned. On the contrary, in an ap-
ostolic letter published in 1953, the nine Bishops of the Archdiocese 
of Montreal, cosignatories with Cardinal Paul-Émile Léger, rejoiced 
over the growth of the Work of the Holy Apostles: “a unique work 
of its kind in the ecclesial province of Montreal, it already seems to 
satisfy our greatest expectations”.

We must conclude from this that the Cardinal had succeeded in 
convincing a certain number of Bishops; for many had been rather 
cold towards the concept of belated vocations. This is the reason 
why, in order not to upset their sensitivities, he gave the curious 
name to his first Seminary “Apostolic School”. To support Father 
Eusèbe’s work, the pastoral letter of 1953 is unequivocal: “The sub-
ject of belated vocations is top priority and requires more than ever 
the keen concern of those who are preoccupied with the glory of 
God, the future of the Church and the salvation of souls…”

The determination of Father Menard concerning the “non-prop-
erty” is very Franciscan. The “poverello” of Assisi at any cost want-
ed his “little brothers” to live in absolute poverty: to own no convent, 
church or college. In a short time, they numbered thousands. Out of 
fear of becoming a pack of tramps, the saintly founder was excluded 
from all authority in order to give the Order the same property struc-
ture and the same lifestyle as the other religious orders of their time. 

As for the collaboration of equal footing between priests and la-
ity, this was founded on the concept that Saint Peter gave concerning 
baptism as being “a royal priesthood”. “This is the vocation of all of 
us,” writes Father Eusèbe in 1986 in a Franciscan missionary review. 
“It is the highest dignity that can be given us. It is upon this and 
nothing else in the Church, that the right to be respected is founded. 
The Pope is not a Christian on a higher level than a baptized day 
worker or a Catholic mother raising a family. We all have the same 
vocation. If there are differences, we must look for them in the dif-
ferent way this vocation is lived in concrete terms.”
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In this area as well, Father Eusèbe shows his Franciscan roots. 
It is surprising, but Francis of Assisi voluntarily remained a layman. 
He accepted to become a deacon in order to be able to preach the 
Word of God. Father Eusèbe rises up against the clerical mentality 
that divides the baptized into two categories: the clerics at the top, 
engaged in the state of perfection, and the ordinary faithful below. 
He declares unambiguously: “The state of perfection, an ill cho-
sen expression to designate the religious, does not belong exclu-
sively to the religious, but to the Christians as well”. “All baptized 
Christians”, he says, “are called to sanctity”. “God simply wants 
us to live in conformity with our Christian vocation in different life 
situations; to meet Christ through daily living; to put His Gospel 
into practice”. Stressing the fact that the Acts of the Apostles are the 
principal source of the spirituality of his work, he reminds us that 
the institution of the diaconate in the Church aimed at freeing the 
Apostles in order to “devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word” (Acts 6, 2-4). 

He writes: “In our Society, we must learn to choose honest and 
competent laypersons to collaborate with us in our work. In most 
cases, they are more competent than we in the administration of 
temporal goods and are capable of taking care of works, even the 
most apostolic ones, provided we show them guidance, and espe-
cially that we give them the Word of God.” 

Forty years later, Father Eusèbe insists on the decrees of Vatican 
II concerning the importance of the laity in the mission of the Church:

The Church is really without a foundation, is not fully alive, 
is not a perfect sign of Christ in our midst, if an authentic 
laity does not exist and does not work hand-in-hand with the 
hierarchy (Ad gentes, n° 21).

The laity, whether foreign or at home, must teach in schools, 
manage temporal affairs, collaborate in parochial and dioc-
esan activities, establish and promote different forms of lay 
apostolate, so that the faithful of newly founded churches 
may assume as soon as possible their own responsibilities 
in the life of the Church” (Ad gentes, n° 41).

Father Eusèbe clearly meant to question formally his disciples: 
“Most of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles (this is the name of 
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the Society founded in Peru) must constantly discover the irreplace-
able role of the laity in the Church. I therefore invite them to do so 
with the help of the texts of Vatican II that deal with this question.” 
To be sure to avoid any ambiguity, he adds: “The Council points out 
that, in Christ’s Church, there exist different situations and many 
functions and vocations, but there are no classes or privileges: “one 
body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope of your 
call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph 4,5). Common is the 
dignity of its members, because of their regeneration in Christ; com-
mon is the grace of their adoption; common is their call to perfec-
tion. There is but a unique salvation, a unique hope, an indivisible 
love.” 

The first nursery

The Franciscan authorities of Father Eusèbe were reticent to-
wards his project of a Seminary for Adult vocations. However, they 
gave him the green light but made things very clear: not to count 
on the Order for financial help. Their reticence vanished when 
the young founder showed them a cheque from Mr. Durand in the 
amount of $10,000. 

The school welcomed its first seminarians on the 20th of 
September 1946. There are forty of them crammed into an old 
house on Gouin Boulevard in Montreal North. Having been aban-
doned for many years, this house had been the summer residence of 
the Blessed Sacrament Fathers. There was no heating. It took sev-
eral weeks of important work, under the direction of Mr. Durand to 
transform the place into a permanent residence. A dozen students 
slept at the Franciscans’ Leonard School, bed and breakfast. The 
teaching staff was made up of Franciscans, secular priests and a few 
laymen, under the direction of Father Eusebe.

Pat de Stasio, a retired advertising executive, was part of this 
first batch. He still gets emotional when he talks about it. In this 
house, modified more or less into a college, there was a climate of 
intense spirituality: poverty and abandonment to God’s Providence, 
a love for one another. On the walls of the main floor, near the stairs 
that led to the upper floors, Father Eusèbe had posted a saying by 
Lacordaire that he treasured and would often quote: What I know 
about tomorrow is that Providence will be up before sunrise.
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For these young men of twenty to thirty years of age, the com-
plement to studies and prayer wasn’t sports, like in other seminaries, 
but rather manual work, in the true Franciscan spirit: washing the 
dishes, waxing the floors, renovations and construction work. Every 
Wedneday, accompanied by a few students, Father Eusèbe would go 
begging for food for his little children in the supermarkets where the 
counters on that day were filled with a variety of choices… It goes 
without saying that, at home, the menu was rather frugal and lacked 
variety. In the Fall, each day, at noon and supper, there was apple 
sauce for desert. It so happened that Father Eusèbe had a benefactor 
who owned an apple orchard in Châteauguay… Ham was often on 
the menu. So, one day at noon, it happened to be on the menu once 
again. Father Eusèbe had a guest for lunch at his table, probably a 
grocer. He introduced the man to the community in these words: 
“We are having ham for lunch… I’d like you to meet him!” It goes 
without saying that no one ever forgot it…

Mr. di Stasio only stayed a year at the Seminary. However, he 
made friends there that still last today, half a century later. Father 
Eusèbe never forgot him either. In 1976, thirty years after leaving 
Saint-Pascal-Baylon, he got a phone call from the Father-Eusebe-
Menard Foundation. It was asking him to become a member of the 
administrative council: how could he refuse this to Father Eusèbe? 
He would eventually become its president. He still helps out at the 
Foundation as a member of the administrative council. It was with-
out doubt his vocation … a very belated vocation! 

“Bring your overalls!” 

Among Father Eusèbe’s guinea pigs, Marcel Paquette had an 
appointment with him, on a day in September 1946, in an austere 
parlor of the Franciscans, on René-Lévesque Boulevard (then called 
Dorchester). Paquette expected to see an old monk with a white 
beard. Imagine: the director of a Seminary for belated vocations! 
The man who meets him looks rather austere in his Franciscan habit, 
bare footed in his sandals. A solid handshake, a radiant smile, he 
is very welcoming. A statement from the Franciscan stayed with 
Paquette: “I don’t know what Providence has in store for me but, 
even if I gave but one priest to the Church, I would be happy to have 
spent all of my life just for that!” 
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Young Paquette returned home full of hope. He received an an-
swer the very next day: “Come and see me tomorrow at 3675 Gouin 
Boulevard East, Montreal North.” Father Eusèbe added: “We would 
need your help, and if you can… just in case… Bring your overalls!” 

He would never have guessed that the overalls would be need-
ed to work with Hector Durand, the co-founder of Pascal-Baylon, 
this very humble man with a generous heart that God had placed on 
Father Eusèbe’s road. The young candidate could not even imagine 
that he would be invited, 50 years later, to praise the Founder of the 
Work of the Holy Apostles, at the annual supper of the Foundation, 
on the 20th of October 1996.

Like most young men who met Father Eusèbe, he was taken by 
this man’s charism, as his young master unveiled a spirituality based 
on a solid philosophical and theological formation: Thomas Aquinas 
and Duns Scotus. The spiritual orientation that he gave was made up 
of three points: God’s admirable plan, the Mystical Body of Christ, 
and Jesus, the true Vine… He would cover the walls of the Seminary 
with thoughts he wanted to bore into the hearts of his emulators. For 
example: The love of Christ urges us on! He who does not work has 
no right to eat. 

“He was gifted with a convincing eloquence”, says Father 
Paquette. “We had the impression that Jesus always spoke through 
him, and that he kept Him present in his heart. He walked his talk. 
Like Jesus and his patron saint, Francis, he always gave his prefer-
ence to the little ones, the poor, the laborers in the Gospel parable 
who came to work late, the underprivileged.” 

During the three years that follow these heroic beginnings, 
Father Eusèbe bought the neighboring houses to furnish lodging for 
about sixty students, thanks to the generosity of Mr. Durand and a 
few other benefactors. With demands that continued to arrive from 
all directions, even the United States, Father Eusèbe bought a farm 
at Sainte-Catherine-de-Laprairie where he built a college capable of 
receiving 300 students: the Seminary of the Holy Apostles. 

In the following months, it’s easy to guess that overalls became 
very useful! Each day off would bring the seminarians of Saint-
Pascal-Baylon to the construction site that was under the direction 
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of a tireless master, Hector Durand. As early as 1950, the students 
moved into the new building even though the construction was far 
from being completed. It would be “inaugurated” on the 6th of 
September 1952 by Msgr Gerard-Marie Coderre, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Saint-Jean-de-Quebec (today’s Saint-Jean-Longueuil) and 
blessed the following day by Msgr Paul-Emile Léger, Archbishop 
of Montreal.

A cascade of Foundations

Besides his many occupations, Father Eusebe was working on 
a daring project: create a new family of priests and brothers with 
the distinctive charism of promoting vocations to the priesthood for 
adults and young men who did not have the prerequisite courses and 
of accompanying them to the altar: the Society of the Holy Apostles. 
With him, intuition and realization are closely related to one an-
other. The following year, that is 1953, the first priest of the Society, 
Father Roland-Jules Doucet, was ordained.

From the beginning of Saint-Pascal-Baylon, the Little Sisters 
of Saint Francis helped out Father Menard with the domestic 
chores. They were in charge principally of the kitchen and the sew-
ing. These sisters also had the help of a few women. One of them, 
Laurette Toupin, was a teacher and librarian at the University of 
Montreal and gave freely a few hours each week at Saint-Pascal-
Baylon. Father Eusebe met her thanks to her brother, Georges 
Toupin (an actor on French television), who had given him cours-
es in elocution and singing lessons at the Franciscan monastery. 
Laurette Toupin was attracted by the charism of Father Eusebe so 
much that she abandoned her career to become the first Superior of 
the Sisters of the Holy Apostles and took the name of Sister Marie. 
By 1960, the community was made up of about forty sisters. There 
now remain six of them, who are 59 to 89 years of age. There are 
no new members. One of them, Sister Louise, who has fifty years 
of profession, remembers with emotion how fascinated she was 
by the simplicity and spirit of poverty of the Founder. In his eyes, 
these humble women had the feeling that they were as important as 
the most gifted of preachers. Later on, in Peru, Father Eusebe will 
found another branch of the family which will work principally in 
the field of missionary activities: the Fraternity of the Missionaries 
of the Holy Apostles.
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Foundation fever is still in the air. In 1954, upon the request 
of Cardinal Leger, Father Eusebe and Mr. Durand undertake the 
construction of an imposing building in Rivière-des-Prairies, east 
end of Montreal. Saint-John-Vianney College for belated vocations 
will welcome its 125 first students in September 1959. In 1957, 
Father Eusebe opens the Holy Apostles Seminary in Cromwell, 
Connecticut. In 1958, a retreat house for students at Saint-John-
Vianney College is born as well as Saint-Pierre College in Saint-
Jerôme, an institution for teenagers. The direction of this College 
and its teachers are appointed by the Bishop of Saint-Jerôme, Msgr. 
Emilien Frenette. The following year, Father Eusebe opens Maison 
Saint-Paul, in Montreal North, a retreat house for priests, profes-
sionals and other specialized groups. Finally, in 1961, Miss Emma 
Curotte sells to the Corporation of the Work of the Holy Apostles for 
the symbolic sum of $1, an estate in Chertsey upon which she has 
built a chapel dedicated to Our Lady.

Ouf! In fifteen years, the enthusiastic Franciscan has found-
ed two communities (called Societies of Apostolic Life according 
to Canon Law), one for priests and brothers, the other for sisters; 
several civil corporations, four Seminaries and two retreat houses. 
Moreover, he has taken on the responsibility of a Marian pilgrimage 
center. Who could surpass this?

My God, my Father, with my mortal body and Jesus, I wish to 
realize the great dream of my life.

To obey You in all things joyfully and lovingly.

To be present, with Your message of hope, to each of my broth-
ers, mankind, in all of their slightest needs. 

Particularly, to be present to each one of those who are suffer-
ing from oppression, injustice; who are struggling to improve their 
lot and so that the world may be more beautiful and free in Christ 
Jesus.

To be present to each brother who is ill, hungry, thirsty, weep-
ing, in despair, who is losing himself in a night of forbidden plea-
sures that are destroying him and sins that are killing him, so that 
he may find hope.

 Excerpt from My Testament, 25 March 1975
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The Way of the Cross
From the beginning of his ministry, Father Eusebe was called to 

work in the field of recruiting future priests. In 1945, at the request 
of Msgr. Joseph Charbonneau, Archbishop of Montreal, he worked 
with Father Alphonse Bolduc. In the basement of a church, the lat-
ter had opened a day school that gave remedial courses (Latin and 
Greek) to students with commercial and scientific backgrounds, in 
order to allow them to enter the Major Seminary. While pursuing 
his mission as Preacher, Father Menard was the spiritual Director of 
this day school. Thanks to the generosity and work of Mr. Durand, 
as well as to donations coming from different friends devoted to 
the priestly cause, a new college was established in an old convent, 
thanks to renovations and an expansion: the Seminary of Marie-
Mediatrice.

At the death of Father Jean Chaput, in 1956, Cardinal Leger 
appointed Father Menard director of the institution. He was assist-
ed by two members of the Society of the Holy Apostles, Fathers 
Roland-Jules Doucet and Marcel Paquette. The other responsibili-
ties were given to the secular priests. A difference in mentalities 
between the two groups and divergences in regard to pedagogical 
methods resulted in a win-lose situation. After a one year trial, 
Father Eusebe asked to be relieved from his mandate. The experi-
ence convinced him more than ever that a Vocational Seminary for 
Adults cannot be a nonresident school. There must be, in a way, 
an incubator in which the candidate is able to experience God in 
a communal environment while pursuing his studies. Moreover, 
Father Eusebe finds it important to receive older people as well, 
who have left school for many years and who have different back-
grounds.
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This man, sure of himself, successful in pastoral work, an ad-
mired preacher, this Founder, adulated by his disciples could have 
become a victim of pride if he had not encountered the Cross. In 
fact, he was literally crucified by some heavy trials.

The first cross he will carry for 25 years is the terrible conflict 
that opposed him to Cardinal Leger and which brought on his exile 
from Quebec. Both were made for each other. Both were charismatic 
figures, apostles of fire, tireless builders, two visionaries with a mis-
sionary spirit. How could this have happened? We must admit that 
both were authoritarian and conscious that they had a mission, but 
this explains neither the extent of the confrontation nor its duration.

From the outset of his appointment in Montreal, Msgr. Leger 
had an excellent rapport with the young Franciscan preacher of pro-
phetic inspiration. Fascinated by the success of the Seminary of the 
Holy Apostles, he invites him to open another seminary in his arch-
diocese. In the pastoral letter of 1953, he praises the Work of the 
Holy Apostles and its Founder. That same year, the young Cardinal 
had also publicly declared that Father Eusebe was “an inspiration” 
in all of his apostolate. What could possibly have happened for him 
to put both under supervision two years later? We would have to 
make a detailed inquest into the diocesan archives and those of the 
Vatican to have the last word in this sad story. Of course, this goes 
beyond the scope of this monograph.

The witnesses, religious and lay collaborators of Father Eusebe 
contribute several factors. None of them are sufficient, in them-
selves, to really explain the drama. No doubt, we must take into 
account the ecclesiastical mores at the time and an ensemble of ir-
ritants that took place along the years. 

In the years after the war, the Quebec clergy were far from ex-
pecting the crumbling of Christianity even though the telltale signs 
are there. At that time, absolute authority was in the hands of a few 
persons. In Montreal, the “City of one hundred steeples”, we are still 
building churches.

At that time, the Church spoke only of one vocation; two to be 
exact: the priesthood and religious life. The others, of an inferior 
level, were not considered vocations at least, not in a practical way. 
Pastors and recruiters patrol the schools looking for subjects, for 
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it is during childhood that it all begins. Many Quebec lawyers and 
engineers owe their social climbing to the fact that they were good 
subjects, even if their families didn’t have the money to send them 
to the seminary. In other words, the success rate of future priests was 
very low. The good subject would receive his “pre-clerical” forma-
tion in a green house atmosphere: from family to seminary and from 
minor seminary to the Major one. This is the social and religious 
climate in which the terrible confrontation we are talking about took 
place. Here are the principal irritants.

• Because of his status as a Franciscan, Father Eusebe 
answered to the superiors of his order, one of the three 
most important Orders, along with the Jesuits and the 
Dominicans. As soon as he would obtain authorization 
from the local Bishop to open a seminary or a retreat 
house, the administration of these institutions belonged 
to the new independent corporations.

• Collectively speaking, the Montreal clergy was rather 
allergic to the concept of belated vocations. Especially 
the older priests and those most influential who held 
onto the greenhouse concept, even if belated vocations 
proved to be more productive as a result of generous 
efforts. Thus, at the time of Msgr. Charbonneau, it was 
because of this hostility that Father Menard had moved 
his first seminary to Laprairie. 

• A poverty characterized by the “non-possession” of 
property practiced by Father Eusebe was far from gain-
ing unanimity. Not only was it unknown to Canon Law, 
but it also reduced the powers of priests in an ultra-cler-
ical Church.

• All the foundations that the young Franciscan was pro-
ducing like mushrooms after the rain, were creating 
upheavals and, probably, jealousies. “You give birth to 
children and then you don’t take care of them!” was 
what Cardinal Leger and Msgr. Coderre complained 
to him about. With a candid evangelical spirit, the 
Franciscan would answer: “I don’t abandon my chil-
dren: Providence takes care of them!...”
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• Father Eusebe would sometimes take in “problem 
priests” he had encountered, and keep them from drown-
ing. The gesture was no doubt evangelical. Yet it would 
scandalize quite a few for whom it was inconceivable 
to allow “unworthy priests” to be seen by seminarians.

• Father Eusebe had an incredible knack of finding spon-
sors for his apostolates. He would have the favor (and 
the heart) of some of the richest businessmen of Quebec. 
Since this basin was rather narrow, could it be that he 
would cast his fishing line in “diocesan” waters? Most 
probably he would.

Trusteeship

It would suffice to push our inquest a little further to lengthen 
this list. It is of unbelievable complexity. At the Sacred Congregation 
of Religious in Rome, the file of the Work of the Holy Apostles con-
tains more than 1500 pages at the time the conflict is at its highest 
mark. 

On the 15th of July 1955, the priests, brothers and sisters of 
the Society of the Holy Apostles made their first promise of fidel-
ity in the presence of Cardinal Leger. This was an important mo-
ment for Father Eusebe who, while remaining a Franciscan, became 
“Superior General” of a new spiritual family.

He would not experience, however, euphoria very long. Four 
days later, like a storm on a warm summer day, his work was placed 
under trusteeship. Through an exceptional procedure found in Canon 
Law, Cardinal Paul-Emile Leger and Msgr. Gerard-Marie Coderre 
appoint a “Delegate” to the foundation: Father Gommaire Van den 
Broeck of the Praemonstratension Order, a reputable canon lawyer 
of Belgian origin. 

In a document concerning the history of the Society of the Holy 
Apostles, the measure is explained in an incredibly impersonal style 
in which we recognize the canon lawyer:

In order to better harmonize the relationship of the 
Archbishop of Montreal and the Bishop of Saint-Jean-de-
Quebec with the Founder of the Work of the Holy Apostles, 
the two Bishops appoint Father Gommaire Van den Broeck, 
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of the Praemonstratension Order their common and proper 
delegate with the authority they have or would have and the 
power they exercise or would exercise on the persons and 
things of the new foundation. He has the mandate to autho-
rize and make decisions he judges necessary after having 
submitted them for approval to one or the other bishop or to 
both together according to each case.

It is clear that the work and its Founder are under trusteeship. 
The Belgian religious is in full power. Father Eusebe has only the 
title of Superior, at least according to Canon Law. Reality how-
ever is quite different. And this is where things do not remain at 
a standstill. The “Father”, as his disciples call him, maintains all 
the affection of his collaborators. Of a charismatic nature, rather 
than a hierarchical one, his leadership remains intact, perhaps even 
strengthened, the troups closing ranks around their beloved Founder. 
The Praemonstratensian, even if he is theoretically in power, will 
always remain a stranger.

Nevertheless, this trusteeship was very painful for our proud 
“Beauceron”, a man of initiatives and of honor. He never com-
plained about it to his disciples. He did not want to discourage his 
troups, no doubt. He surely had to put on the brakes, while praying 
to be delivered by his “guardian angel.”

The situation did not put a stop to the apostolic zeal of Father 
Eusebe, as we previously saw. In the Fall of 1955, the rooms of 
the old Apostolic College, in Montreal North, became the house of 
probation (novitiate) of the Society of the Holy Apostles, under the 
name of “Maison Saint-Pascal”. Less than a year after the arrival of 
the “delegate,” Father Van den Broeck, on the 25th of March 1956, 
Cardinal Leger and Msgr. Coderre officially recognize the status of 
the new Society. 

Exile

As for the mission of Father Van den Groeck, if it really con-
sisted in “harmonizing” the relationships between Father Eusebe 
and the two bishops who had given him the mandate, we can say 
that it was a painful time. During all these years, there was some 
impressive “arm twisting” at the Vatican. Father Eusebe had very 
important support from his Franciscan Order and from the Sacred 
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Congregation of Religious, while the Archbishop of Montreal was 
throwing his weight around as Cardinal.

In the Summer of 1961, the situation became so bad that the 
Sacred Congregation of Religious decided to do its own investiga-
tion concerning the Work of the Holy Apostles. It appointed, there-
fore, as “visitor” an Oblate of Mary Immaculate: Father Arthur 
Caron. The latter’s report was not made public, of course, but what 
followed makes us think that it was largely positive, at least as far as 
the Work itself was concerned.

As for the Founder, he became a broken man. On the 25th of 
June 1962, summoned to Rome by the Superior General of the 
Franciscans, he discovered that Cardinal Leger had asked and ob-
tained from Vatican authorities that he be forbidden to exercise his 
ministry in Quebec and in Eastern Canada. He was banished, exiled: 
nothing less! This blow really crushed Father Eusebe. He experi-
enced a real Gesthemane. We could hear him sobbing in the room he 
would have to leave forever. He was removed from his children, as 
an unworthy father, because of things he considered very secondary 
concerning the mission.

At the Vatican, his Superiors made him understand that the bat-
tle had been lost. Two alternatives were possible: rebellion and bit-
terness or acceptance of this cross with the hope of a resurrection. 
Besides, his contacts with the Sacred Congregation of Religious told 
him that his work will survive him. But for how long?

For a few weeks, in the Eternal City, Father Eusebe is totally 
depressed. He is accompanied by his secretary, Brother Leopold 
Pelletier. He will be ordained a few years later and will always 
remain on the trail of his Founder. Not without humor, one of his 
Franciscan confreres describes Father Eusebe as a “kind of delin-
quent saint”. His Superiors, by the same token, give him their entire 
confidence. They encourage him to turn the page and pursue his 
work in Connecticut, begun in 1956-57, Holy Apostles Seminary 
which was to become a remarkable nursery of vocations. Besides 
preparing adults and young men for the baccalaureate, thus giving 
them an opening to a novitiate or a Major Seminary, this institution 
offers, today, a complete course in Theology to adults who want to 
become priests. By 1978, it was open to non-residential students – 
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men and women. Since 1981, they have been able to obtain a Master 
of Arts Degree in Theology.

Moreover, a Franciscan friend, Msgr. Damase Laberge, Bishop 
of the Vicariate of Saint-Joseph in the Peruvian Amazon, who was by 
his side when the terrible sentence was pronounced, advised him to 
“re-found” his work in Peru where the need for native priests was ur-
gent. The Society had already undertaken in 1960 an apostolic work. 
Nothing more was needed to awaken in him the missionary flame.

Meanwhile, Cardinal Leger wouldn’t leave well enough alone. 
One week after the departure of the Founder, while his disciples 
were experiencing a painful bereavement, the Cardinal summoned 
them to Sain-Jean-Vianney College in order to give them his di-
rectives. He harangued them with incredible harshness. “You have 
grown from a dunghill of pride and you are doomed to extinction!” 
He went as far as forbidding them to get in touch with their Founder 
by any possible means. He confirmed Father Van den Broeck in his 
role as “Moderator” and appointed the Sulpician Arthur Delorme 
“Spiritual Moderator for external cases”. This second mandate last-
ed only a few months, no one understanding in what it consisted, 
even the one who had been appointed! In fact, the Cardinal had not 
said it publicly, but he had entrusted Mr. Delorme with the disman-
tling of the Society. This is why he had invited its members who 
were priests to scatter, each one, back to their diocese of origin as 
secular priests. At the moment when the diocesan clergy and reli-
gious communities were experiencing the first manifestations of a 
hemorrhaging that would leave them drained in a few years, not a 
single disciple of Father Eusebe left the ship. On the contrary, the 
furious determination of the Cardinal strengthened their desire to 
save the work of their “Father”, so that he might be proud of them 
while in exile.

It is difficult to explain such an aggression from the Cardinal 
towards a man he had admired and encouraged at the outset of his 
ministry and for a cause he had so much at heart: adult vocations. 
Besides the irritants that were discussed above, perhaps we must 
grant some importance to the almost total bankruptcy of another 
sacerdotal work that had taken on phenomenal proportions a few 
years earlier, in debt to the point of having to face an incredible drain 
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on their finances. This adventure had no doubt traumatized him. His 
principal counsellors were seeing Father Eusebe’s work proliferate, 
and its management escape them, and no doubt, they were also wor-
ried about the outcome. The Corporation of the Work of the Holy 
Apostles was also in heavy debt, especially concerning mortgages. 
The creditors never took them to court. Yet, they still had to pay the 
interests on the loans. 

The trusteeship lasted 10 years, until Father Couture became 
Superior General in 1965. During all these years, Cardinal Leger 
and Msgr Coderre would regularly receive anonymous letters de-
nouncing the actions taken by Father Van den Broeck. It seems that 
these letters were written by one of the “problem priests” that Father 
Eusebe had taken in. They were sent of course without his knowl-
edge. This, however, could not be known by the addressees. The 
effect certainly worsened the prejudices already in place concerning 
Father Eusebe and his work. To say the least, the method was par-
ticularly odious.

Upon leaving his mandate, which was rather ambiguous, 
Delorme, the Sulpician, told the Cardinal in a joking way: “Your 
Eminence, you have won the first round, but you are going to lose 
the match!” In other words: the Prince of the Church had got rid of 
the humble Franciscan, but he wouldn’t be able to uproot his work. 
Events proved him right. In September of 1962, Father Gommaire 
Van den Broeck was appointed Bursar General of his Order in Rome. 
The Cardinal kept him in authority over the apostolate but autho-
rized him to choose a priest of the Society, Father Remi Couture, 
as his “curate”, on the 6th of January 1963. The latter was expected 
to send a report to Father Van den Broeck “concerning all that is 
happening in the Society” and to send him in Rome all the reports 
concerning the meetings of the General Council. 

Reconciliation

This way of functioning was rather amusing. It could not last 
long. Two years after predicting and expecting the extinction of the 
community, on the 15th of August 1965, Cardinal Leger promulgated 
the decree of the “Canonical erection” of the Society of the Holy 
Apostles before seven hundred persons gathered in the chapel of 
Saint-Jean-Vianney College. This acknowledgment, if not imposed 
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by the Sacred Congregation of Religious is followed by the election 
of the General Council of the new Society: Father Remi Couture is 
elected Superior General. Five months later, the Cardinal authorizes 
the Society to open a Seminary of belated vocations in Africa… 
Another proof that the Spirit blows wherever He wills!

Four years after these first indications of a thaw, the Cardinal 
took advantage of a Benefit-Supper of the Work of the Holy Apostles, 
during which he was the guest speaker, to apologize to the Society. 
He did not make any explicit reference to the despicable speech of 
1962, but it was this condemnation without appeal that most of the 
650 guests – especially the members of the Society – had in mind. 
It took, however, another nine years before the Cardinal was able to 
make peace with Father Eusebe. Peace that came as a result of for-
giveness, gesture that is divine: beyond our reach. A gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The story of this reconciliation encourages us to believe that 
the Spirit not only is Love, but also has a sense of humor.

During the Council, the Cardinal had founded Fame Pereo. He 
had also made friends with Msgr Jean Zoa, Archbishop of Yaounde, 
the Capital of Cameroon. After resigning as Archbishop of Montreal, 
he made an African tour in the hope of being welcomed in one of its 
countries. One must admit that it is rather cumbersome, a mission-
ary-cardinal: difficult to classify because of his surqualifications! 
His friend Jean Zoa sent him an invitation. He arrived in Yaounde on 
the 27th of December 1967. It seems that he did not recall then that 
he had authorized the Society of the Holy Apostles to open a mis-
sion in Cameroon. So much so that he became the curate of a pas-
tor, member of the Society, in Nsimalen, Father Bouchard. He will 
remain there twelve years, six of which will be spent with Father 
Bouchard. The latter belongs to the first batch of Father Eusebe’s 
disciples. Originally from Lake Saint-John, he had been a butcher 
by trade before becoming a missionary priest. During these years, 
Father Bouchard had the opportunity of speaking to the Cardinal 
about his famous speech. Here is the Cardinal’s explanation: 

• Father Menard was not obedient.

• Not obedient, Father Eusebe? He never undertook any-
thing without the consent of the bishops !... You are 
the ones, as bishops, who asked him to found here and 
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there… Moreover, since we are on the subject, Your 
Eminence, didn’t you exceed your authority by forbid-
ding us to get in touch with Father Eusebe? As for my-
self, I must confess that I disobeyed you. Less than a 
month after his exile, I went to visit him in Cromwell 
with my mother and a friend. He cried on my shoulder 
for two days !

Upon Father Bouchard’s suggestion, the Cardinal sent Father 
Eusebe a note in 1968. In brief, it said: “The ways of Providence are 
really unfathomable. You are a missionary in Peru and I, in Africa!” 
Father Eusebe also answered by sending him a postcard.

Father Bouchard is not one to give up easily. He looks for an-
other good occasion to bring about a reconciliation. All the more so 
because his cardinal-curate admits to be very proud of the Work of 
the Holy Apostles and of the Society. In 1978, knowing that Father 
Eusebe must visit Ghana, he invites him to stop over in Yaounde. The 
latter tells him that it is perhaps not proper for him to do so, since the 
cardinal is in his rectory. Father Bouchard retorts: “I told him that 
Father Eusebe and the cardinal had had a great influence in my life. 
That both had the paternity of the Work of the Holy Apostles. I told 
him to come and see his children!” The kind of invitation that Father 
Eusebe could not refuse.

When both of them who had avoided one another as cat and 
mouse for years came face to face, for a long moment they embraced 
one another, after which they spent an hour together in the office 
of the cardinal-curate. We don’t know, of course, what they talked 
about, but everyone rejoiced to see each of them come out with a 
radiant smile. Not a trace of bitterness. They joyfully took part in an 
evening with the community. Both sang songs of the Quebec folk-
lore. The climate was wonderful, very heart-warming. It was clear 
that something between them had taken place. Love… Humor. 



The Way of the Cross 35

Miss Bernadette Larochelle, teacher, with a few of her third grade 
students “enriched”, of whom there is the young Henri Menard.  

The photo is taken in East-Broughton in 1927.

Henri Menard, on the left, 
and a confrere, leaving the 

Seminary of the Sacred 
Heart in Saint-Victor-de-

Beauce (1934)

Mr. Hector Durand, Father 
Eusebe and Mr. J.-P. Laberge 
during the construction of the 
Seminary of the Holy Apostles.
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Father Menard meets a team at Saint-Jean-Vianney College in 1960.  
The leader of the team is André Franche, seated in the middle.

Blessing of the cornerstone of the future Saint-Jean-Vianney College in 
September 1955. From left to right, Father Gommaire Van den Broeck, 

Mr. Hector Durand, Cardinal Paul-Emile Leger, 
Father Eusebe Menard and Mr. P.Dufour.
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Cardinal Leger and Father Menard after their encounter in Nsimalen, 
Cameroon. They are accompanied by Father Pierre-Julien Bouchard.

Father Menard visits his friends, the 
poor, in Ricardo Palma, Peru.

Father Menard consoles a 
patient at Hogar San Pedro.
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A visit to the Seminary of the Holy Apostles in Santafé, Bogota: On 
Father Menard’s right we can see Father Marc Lussier.

Two faithful collaborators of Father Eusebe in Peru: Mrs. Aliette D’Arcy 
and Mr. Philippe Imbeau.
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Ceremony on the occasion of the presentation of the new Constitutions of 
the Society of the Holy Apostles in Montreal in 1982: 

on the left of Father Menard, Father Remi Couture and, 
on the right, Father Yvon Archambault.

Sister Marie (Laurette Toupin)  
co-founder of the Sisters of  
the Holy Apostles. 
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Father Menard presents his projects to  
Pope John Paul II.

Father Yvon Archambault,  
Animator General of the Missionaries 

of the Holy Apostles.
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I especially admire the first saint that Jesus canonized: the good 
thief. We really all belong to the same lot: a bunch of thieves. I am 
really one of the same lot.

Jesus, I give you thanks and I want to thank you every moment 
of my life and during all eternity because you love us freely, uncon-
ditionally, with a love that is offered to everyone without distinction, 
a love that is given us though we are without merit or virtue. We are 
so poor that we can only love you with a love you have taught us 
and given us.

The Christian is defined not so much as someone who loves God 
but as someone who believes that God loves him… (…) This is the 
profession of faith required of me during my entire life and at the 
moment of death. I do not depend on what I am worth. On what 
some call sometimes achievements. On my own efforts… I will enter 
heaven as someone poor, a beggar, because I believe that I am loved 
enough to be received. Lord Jesus, I am overwhelmed, even over-
come by such generous and unpredictable love.

   Excerpt from My Testament, 18 May 1982,
   in a plane from Bogota to New York
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Humanize and Evangelize
All those who knew Father Eusebe intimately perceived him as 

someone with a lot of strength: someone indestructible. Both physi-
cally and morally. He was into weight-lifting regularly. He could 
lift two hundred pounds easily. He could sleep in the back seat of a 
car from Montreal to Washington by night, celebrate the Eucharist 
upon arrival and give a brilliant conference the same day. After the 
trusteeship and exile, many others would have been knocked out, 
or, at least, disenchanted. With him, it was different. Someone took 
his work away from him? He went elsewhere and founded anew. So 
much for that.

Less than two months later, on the 15th of August 1962, in Santa 
Clotilde, Peru, Msgr. Damase Laberge, Franciscan, gave his approv-
al to a new spiritual family: the Society of the Missionaries of the 
Holy Apostles (M.Ss.A.). This is what we call: landing on your feet! 
A few months later, Father Eusebe finds a house in Washington that 
will become the residence of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, 
during their studies at the Catholic University of the American 
Capital (Queen of the Universe Scholasticate). As Superior General 
of the new Society, Father Eusebe would reside in this house until 
1967, the year he would settle for good in Peru.

In January 1964, he opens a first Seminary for belated vocations 
in Peru: Seminario de los Santos Apostoles, in Ricardo Palma, at 
about 40 km from Lima. Ricardo Palma will become the heart of 
Father Eusebe’s work in Latin America. The place had been suggest-
ed to him in 1962 by Msgr. Laberge: marshland and a few houses 
abandoned since the death of the owner, a Peruvian military general. 
Suddenly, all the missionaries, priests and laity put on their overalls, 
and the inhospitable place will became the Oasis of the Missionaries 
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of the Holy Apostles. Built on land easily flooded, the Seminary was 
destroyed by water and mud in 1972. Father Eusebe gave thanks in 
advance for the new Seminary that Providence would provide. He 
could find this new Seminary in Chacrasana near Lima: the National 
Centre for Vocations to the priesthood. It is an old building con-
structed by German missionaries and that happened to have been 
recently vacated. Was this a coincidence?

When Pat di Stasio went there in 1980, the Seminary was under 
the direction of Father Maximo, an ex-Franciscan brother ordained 
at the age of 50. He was the first Peruvian priest to become a mem-
ber of the M.Ss.A. family. His assistant, Isaac Martinez, met Father 
Eusebe in his village of Huarochiri, around the age of 14; he was 
irresistibly attracted to him. Upon setting foot in this new Seminary, 
Pat di Stasio had the impression of rediscovering Saint-Pascal-
Baylon: about twenty seminarians are looking after the house by 
themselves, are into renovations, are taking care of a garden and are 
raising chickens. Once again, it’s the overalls mystique! 

Father Eusebe opens up another Seminary in 1966 in Bogota, 
on the side of a mountain. On one side, buildings are growing like 
mushrooms. On the other, there are barriadas (shanty towns) with 
inhuman living conditions. This site suits the Founder fine. He finds 
himself at the confines of two worlds to be brought closer together, 
since the rich and the poor are all children of the same Father. The 
year before, the M.Ss.A. had accepted the responsibility of a parish 
in Campinas, Brazil. In 1977, they will take on another one in Peru, 
Ricardo Palma, where the first Seminary is situated. The pastoral 
missions will continue over the years in these three countries, as 
well as in Venezuela and the United States.

Multiplication of bread…

Transplanted in Latin America, Father Eusebe discovers poverty 
and re-awakens the missionary ardor of his childhood. Of course, 
it is no longer a question of serial baptisms, as in the past when he 
used to “buy” Chinese babies with his pennies. We must first raise 
living conditions of the people to a human level before proclaiming 
the Good News. 

“It is difficult to present ourselves with the Gospel in Latin 
America”, he says shortly after his arrival in the foothills of the 
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Peruvian Andes. “We must present ourselves with the cross in one 
hand and some bread in the other”. We mentioned it earlier, Father 
Eusebe is convinced that the riches of the rich belong to the poor. In 
his new mission territory, the task is enormous. “The rich of Peru,” 
he says, “live in a special world. They seem to ignore the suffering 
of their brothers. For, in Peru, there is a maximum of one in five 
persons who live a human life…” On this subject, the gift of Father 
Eusebe will do marvels: awaken people’s minds, open their hearts 
and their wallets. We must, therefore, humanize and evangelize. 
This will become the motto of his new missionary Society.

In 1980, during an interview with Raymond Laplante, on the 
program called Dialogues at Radio-Canada, Father Eusebe dis-
cussed this double approach. One must first of all look reality in the 
face: pass judgment, study it, ask advice from the people concerned. 
Then, we must depend, with blind faith, on Providence: He knows 
what the needs of His children are. It’s quite simple, says Father 
Eusebe: “We must imitate the Lord Jesus. When a great number of 
people who were following him got hungry, Jesus multiplied the 
bread.” 

“It’s not a question of doing all the work alone,” he says, “but to 
inspire apostles: priests or laypersons. It’s a question of becoming a 
living bridge of love between the haves and the have nots.” In other 
words, be the voice of the voiceless, the arms of those without arms, 
the eyes of the blind.

Even if humanization comes prior to evangelization, both are 
intimately related. Thus, says Father Eusebe, the apostles who are 
collaborators committed to serving the poor, in many cases, do so 
after having been shaken up by the Word of God during a retreat. 
This is the case of Peruvian professionals, lawyers and doctors, who 
are working with the M.Ss.A., priests, brothers and sisters. 

When the journalist tries to engage Father Eusebe on the sub-
ject of Liberation Theology, referring to the “violence of those in 
power against the poor,” the latter remains reticent. “It’s a question 
of love: to love the poor; to love the rich. The Lord came on earth 
and loved everyone. Sometimes we have to excuse the attitude of 
the rich. Often, they have not heard the Word of God that was given 
them. We must also not forget that the fact that owning great riches 
can make you blind. We must help others see, not through violent 
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means but through a life completely committed to witnessing. I have 
a lot of confidence in the Word of God: it has extraordinary power 
that we, as priests, do not sufficiently put to good use.” Let us bear in 
mind that the Word of God, for Father Eusebe, is a reality so evident 
that we can see it.

In a document published in 1986, on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the foundation of the Work of the Holy Apostles, the 
M.Ss.A., faithful to the spirit of their Founder, define themselves as 
follows: “The Missionaries of the Holy Apostles are priests and lay-
persons who, because of their unity in the Mystical Body of Christ, 
consecrate themselves to the formation and promotion of spiritual 
leaders (priests and laypersons) destined to work, in particular, in 
the poorest areas of Latin America. They pursue their ideal by ani-
mating prayer houses and undertaking pastoral work in parishes that 
are in most need”.

Hogar San Pedro

In their pastoral activities, Father Eusebe and his collabora-
tors, religious and laypersons, are confronted daily with unbeliev-
able misery. With businessmen and lawyers who were moved by 
the Word of God on the occasion of a retreat at the Oasis of Ricardo 
Palma, Father Eusebe puts pressure on the government to improve 
the conditions of the poor, often illiterate, victims of scandalous ex-
ploitation. They try to obtain for them a minimum of basic services: 
drinking water, schools, suitable roads.

But we must also take care of emergencies that occur each day 
at the Oasis. In 1974, Father Eusebe discovered some land with a 
few abandoned buildings, a few minutes from the Oasis. Thanks to 
the Father-Eusebe-Menard Foundation and to the Roncalli Institute, 
an American charitable foundation, he bought the place for $5000. 
Five years later, he will establish a center to receive “the poorest of 
the poor”, according to an expression coined by Mother Teresa that 
he made his own. It was called Hogar San Pedro.

In 1980, Pat di Stasio, responsible for the news bulletin of the 
apostolate, La Obra, went to visit the Latin American construction 
site. With the theme, In Peru, I saw… he traced a very lively picture 
of this center of temporary help. He was, at the time, a member of 
the Council of Administration of the Foundation. Succeeding Mr. 
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Edouard Deslauriers, he will become its president in 1985. With this 
title, in a way, it was he who was called to “multiply the bread”.

Pat di Stasio sees women and children walk several kilometres 
to get water at Hogar San Pedro. In the regions where they live, wa-
ter is sparsely distributed by tankers, once or twice a week.

He sees young people and adults rummage through garbage 
found on the side of the road, looking for something useful or that 
can be sold, unless it is something to eat.

On the road from Lima, he sees children who have as a play-
ground the space of about three metres between the shack they call 
home, the busy road in front and the railroad tracks behind.

But he also sees Father Eusebe and his collaborators distribute 
mini- breakfasts at six o’clock in the morning, at the Oasis and in 
seven neighboring centers. For many of these poor, it will be the only 
meal of the day… He sees sisters with hearts of gold give courses 
in cooking, sewing, childcare, hygiene and religion to mothers who 
came on foot with their children on their backs.

He sees André Franche, a lay missionary, travel for eight hours 
on impossible roads in order to take care of different humanitarian 
projects: technical schools, wells, water tanks. He is married and fa-
ther of four children. His wife, Celine, a nurse, is working in a public 
welfare hospital in Bogota called San Juan de Dios. She is assigned 
to the critical care of the burn-unit department. André Franche was 
from the first vintage of Saint-Jean-Vianney College. At the end 
of his studies in Theology, he decided not to go for ordination. He 
dedicated seventeen years of his life to administrative functions in 
Peru and Colombia, and is Director General of the Father-Eusebe-
Menard Foundation since 1981. Recalling, today, those years when 
he had the privilege of rubbing elbows with Father Eusebe, André 
Franche recalls: “Father Eusebe was a visionary. In his presence, 
we constantly felt propelled towards new challenges… As a whole, 
what struck me about him was his vision of things. His boundless 
scope. The confidence he had in us would motivate us: we would 
get carried away. Yet, he could be very demanding. At that time, 
the collaboration of priests and laypersons was a new concept. We 
would call it partnership, today. Father Eusebe was never satisfied 
with mediocre results…” 
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Pat di Stasio also sees Sister Elegia working night and day with 
her very special family: quadraplegics, epileptics, TB patients, in-
valids of all kinds. She does not hesitate to spend four hours in a 
crowded bus to buy medecine in Lima. 

He sees Father Eduardo, an ex-singer, taking care of some 
ten thousand parishioners in different areas. Someone brought the 
missionary a newborn child that was abandoned. He baptized him 
Christopher. He places his crib near the altar during the Eucharist: 
the number of parishioners has greatly increased.

He sees Omar, a male nurse and a father who freely gives eve-
nings and weekends to Hogar San Pedro. Deeply moved by all that 
he has seen, di Stasio concludes: “Through so much suffering and 
misery, we can see Christ. In the presence of such generosity and 
love, we can recognize Christ.” 

In 1982, Father Eusebe accepted to be vice-president of a cen-
ter for street children: la Ciudad de los Ninios (the City of chil-
dren). At his retirement as Superior General, three years later, he 
became its president. Founded thirty years before by a Capuchin, 
Father Illuminato Riva Ligure, the apostolate was on the brink of 
extinction at the death of its Founder. Father Eusebe could not resist 
when he met a child in need. In Lima, he would often go to parks 
to look at, listen to and help the street children. He was absolutely 
outraged by the living conditions of children of the Third World. In 
the eighties, (the situation continued to get worse), the Third World 
was made up of 78% children of the world. Four million children 
were dying each day. In Latin America, 12 million children were 
suffering from the results of malnutrition. Aware of such a situa-
tion, he could not resist.

The unfathomable ways

In the archives of the Work of the Holy Apostles, we are very 
discreet concerning the trusteeship and exile of the Founder. We 
speak about providential events that allowed the apostolate to spread 
in the direction of the United States, Latin America and Africa. One 
needed deep faith and ardent love to foresee in this Way of the Cross 
a forthcoming Resurrection. Nevertheless, this is how Father Eusebe 
went through it.
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Upon his arrival in Rome on the 26th of June 1962, he writes an 
open letter to his children of Quebec. It was signed: Your Father. 
“This is the first greeting that you are receiving from me during this 
Providential exile. The law that Jesus left us in his Gospel must be 
applied: The grain of wheat must die in order to bear fruit. Death 
always comes as a great surprise; we know not the day, nor the hour. 
Accepted out of love for Jesus and the Church, death generates life.” 

Another passage of this letter is sublime: “I thank Our Lord 
Jesus and His Most Blessed Mother for not allowing the least rebel-
lious thought, and even the least bitterness, to enter my broken heart. 
How I would like to tell the providential instruments who are hitting 
me of my desire to serve! I do not suppose any ill intention in any-
one, and it is with utmost respect that I wish to kiss the hand that is 
wounding me1 We deserve these sufferings that God allows, because 
we are sinners… Jesus places in us his confidence to the point of 
associating us a little with his sufferings, accomplishing in our flesh 
what is lacking in his Passion.” Finishing this moving letter, Father 
Eusebe asks forgiveness for the mistakes he may have committed: “I 
would have liked to have been more devoted to you, but I don’t think 
I could have loved you more than I did”.

More than 40 years later, the Providential character of this exile 
is blinding. A simple glance at the leaflet published in 1987, shortly 
after the death of the Founder, shows that the apostolic undertak-
ings in Quebec folded up, one after the other. Precocious or be-
lated, vocations to the priesthood are very rare. Retreat houses are 
no longer popular. In Quebec, after the quiet revolution, apostolic 
undertakings can be identified as four in number: the Marian Center 
of Marie-Reine-des-Coeurs in Chertsey; Saint-Jacques Fraternity 
in Montreal, a center of vocational accompaniment for young men 
and adults; the Corporation administering our apostolates, and the 
Father-Eusebe-Menard Foundation with its principal mission of 
helping in humanitarian and sacerdotal works of the M.Ss.A. in 
the Third World. Even the admiral of the fleet, Saint-John-Vianney 
College has become a high school. 

This is to say that the work to which Father Menard gave his 
whole life would have dried up if it had not spread to foreign coun-
tries. While the second spiritual family (priests, brothers, sisters and 

1  Italics are our own.
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laypersons) multiplied in the pastoral fields of Latin America, pur-
suing its activities in the United States (Cromwell and Washington), 
the first family from which the Founder had been exiled was found-
ing a Seminary for adult vocations in Cameroon, and was accept-
ing the direction of two other Seminaries, one in Cameroon and the 
other in the Central African Republic. Moreover, the Society has 
opened a novitiate in Otele, a residence for students in Theology 
and Philosophy in Yaounde, and has taken on the responsibility of a 
parish in Omvan. This mission comprises 50 villages spread out on 
a territory of 30 km long. The total population of these villages is 
15, 000 inhabitants of whom 90% are Catholic.

How to stop a bulldozer

In the Spring of 1985, Father Eusebe had been spreading him-
self thin for the last forty years. His thirst for God being unquench-
able, he has ceaselessly sought to sow the seed of the Word of God 
in the hearts of humankind. He has experienced moments of exalta-
tion as well as nights in the Garden of Olives. This man had almost 
never experienced illness. In 1982 or 1983, he had received flu shots 
in a clinic in Lima. During the last few years, he had also received 
dental care in a Peruvian clinic. That was it. However, his robust 
constitution was beginning to give him signs of worry. He convinced 
himself that it was time to obtain a good bill of health in a Montreal 
hospital. He kept putting it off: “after the beginning of this project, 
after this trip,..”

Besides his state of health is added on the fact that he became 
more and more disorganized as he grew older. Let us recall the past: 
it is one of his characteristics that would bring upon him the reproach 
of not looking after the children he brought into the world enough, at 
the beginning of his career. In Quebec, the Founder had been able to 
recruit persons who were competent and scrupulously honest to look 
after the Corporation of the Work of the Holy Apostles. Otherwise, 
according to Marcel Robidas, who was recruited in 1957 and who 
remained 25 years, the apostolate would have been bogged down 
with insoluble financial problems: “Father Eusebe trusted everyone 
and was often deceived!...”

Father Menard’s successor at the head of the M.Ss.A. family, 
Father Marc Lussier agrees: “Father Eusebe was not an organized 
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person. He would undertake a lot of things without worrying wheth-
er he would have anybody to carry on the work. He trusted everyone 
and was often taken advantage of!...” 

During a brief stay at the General House of the M.Ss.A., in 
Montreal, Father Lussier recalls fond memories of the years of close 
collaboration he had with Father Eusebe, thanks to an interview he 
granted me for this work. Originally from Longueuil, he undertook 
his studies at the Seminary of the Holy Apostles in Laprairie. This is 
where he met Father Eusebe and was deeply touched by his charism. 
After leaving Rome and having accepted and overcome the trials 
of the trusteeship and exile, Father Eusebe opened a house for stu-
dents in Washington D.C., encouraged by the Superior General of 
the Franciscans. Marc Lussier assisted him in this enterprise and 
followed him to Peru.

In February 1985, Father Eusebe accompanied John Paul II dur-
ing a visit that lasted a week in Peru, as far as the Amazonian jungle. 
Upon his return, his health was very shaky. He has made up his 
mind that he would retire the following Summer, during the General 
Assembly of the Society in July. Stangely enough, as the fateful date 
approached, it seemed that the Founder regained his health! Father 
Lussier made the correct diagnosis: “Go ahead and try to stop a bull-
dozer!” Some of his colleagues suggested bluntly showing him the 
exit door. We had to twist his hand a little bit.

“He felt removed. It is quite possible that he experienced a 
form of rejection,” remarks Father Lussier. The General Assembly 
took place at the Oasis, renamed Villa La Paz. Father Lussier was 
elected Animator General. The Founder became Spiritual Director 
for life… Even with this honorary title, how could one prevent him 
from directing the apostolate over his successor’s shoulder? “I was 
in a precarious situation: what authority could I have over him?” 
says Father Lussier. As an example, he remembers a conflict that 
opposed him in a difficult way to the Founder concerning the foun-
dation of the apostolate in Peru. Having noticed that there was profi-
teering in the entourage of Father Eusebe – the management of the 
Peruvian foundation lacked rigour - Father Lussier resolutely went 
to work on this delicate problem. He finally succeeded in reigning 
in the administrative functions and in placing them into the hands of 
the M.Ss.A. This went counter to a sacred principle of the Founder: 
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to leave the management to the lay collaborators in order to free the 
priests for the ministry. It was even one of the original character-
istics of the entire Work of the Holy Apostles. In The Rule of Life, 
a work of reflection that he left his spiritual family, Father Eusebe 
recalls the time when the intuition of this work was evolving in his 
mind. “In spite of little guarantees” he wrote, “I had the firm convic-
tion that this work would carry on, on condition that I would remain 
faithful on one hand to my priestly duties, and that Mr. Durand and 
his associates, on the other hand, would be responsible for the en-
tire economic aspect of the project.” Unfortunately, in the Peruvian 
context of that time, maintains Father Lussier, it had become impos-
sible. Father Eusebe, however, would not relent. “It was impossible 
for him to change course once he had decided on an objective!” 
remembers Father Lussier. It was difficult to contest Father Eusebe! 
No less difficult was it to let go when one had spent one’s life mak-
ing decisions… The dilemma was resolved with the deterioration of 
Father Eusebe’s health. In the Autumn of 1986, he took the plane 
and entered the Hôtel-Dieu Hospital in Montreal.

Lord, I accept my death and I want it to be a prayer.

I believe, Lord Jesus, in eternal life. I want my death to be an act 
of faith in your omnipotence that breaks me in order to restore me, 
in your mercy that overwhelms me in order to breathe new life into 
me, in your extreme goodness that strips me of everything in order 
to fulfill me.

I accept my death in order to thank you for your kindness, for, 
all that I have, comes from your goodness. You may take it all, my 
God, whenever you wish and in any way you may want to. I want my 
death to be thankful and to proclaim that I depend entirely on you. 

I accept my death. May my last breath be an act of love! At the 
moment of my death, I want to commend everything into your hands. 
In union with you, Jesus, Mary, my Mother, the Holy Apostles, my 
patron saints, Francis of Assisi my brother, all the saints and all who 
have died, are dying, and shall soon die, I want, at my death, out of 
pure love, to make the generous sacrifice of my life: my Redeemer 
liveth!

Excerpt from My Testament, 23 November 1979.
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Perfect Joy
Father Eusebe was consumed by the interior flame of Francis 

of Assisi and was filled with the missionary enthusiasm of Paul of 
Tarsus. Like Francis, he had committed himself to “imitate the life 
of Jesus in word and deed.” Like Paul, he could say: “I live not I, but 
Christ liveth in me!” 

It is not easy to describe the charism of this apostle full of pro-
phetic audacity. To a friend who had known him at the Seminary of 
the Holy Apostles in Laprairie, as a student, I asked him to describe 
what he remembered of him. This friend spent six months at the 
novitiate of the Franciscans, after which he spent forty years away 
from religious practice. Yet, he answered me in a spontaneous way: 
“Father Eusebe? He was a true Franciscan!”

This was the dominant trait of his spiritual profile: a true son 
of Francis. It is even probable that he would not have thought of 
founding a new spiritual family in order to bring adult vocations to 
full maturity if the Franciscan Order had adopted his project, rather 
than allow him to simply follow his intuition. 

Like the Poverello, Father Eusebe had a boundless love for Lady 
Poverty. For him, like for Francis of Assisi who had made it a mysti-
cal trademark of identification with Christ, poverty was much more 
than the simple fact of not possessing personal riches. Underlining 
the fact that it is a “thorny” issue in the history of the Church, he 
states without beating around the bush: “Today, we cannot conceive 
communities founded by persons who live a life of poverty in order 
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to enrich their own institutions; this would betray the Gospel and the 
very essence of consecrated life!2”

Faith and Humility

The spirit of poverty is an attitude of faith and humility. An at-
titude of faith because it consists in having total confidence in a 
Father who knows about our needs. “With poverty”, explains Father 
Eusebe, “the first step does not consist in detachment but in attach-
ment. It is because we want to belong to the Lord that we abandon 
everything else. Attachment precedes detachment and is even more 
important. It is a movement of one’s faith”.

Understood and lived in this manner, poverty is an integral part 
of love. A voluntary dependence on God. It is also based on humility 
for it leads to a detachment of oneself. From a narrow point of view, 
the latter is not included in the promise of poverty required by a con-
secrated life. But if we surpass the juridical aspect in order to reach 
the profound attitudes, according to Father Eusebe, we discover that 
spiritual poverty is the basis of the evangelical counsels. “To recog-
nize our interior destitution and accept it as a state that obliges us to 
place all our trust in the Lord is to strengthen the disposition of faith 
that gives life to detachment from earthly things, to go deeper into 
its most essential aspects.”

To those who take to this road, Father Eusebe warns them: “It is 
more difficult to deny ourselves than to deny things… A Christian 
is tempted to create an ideal image of himself. By admitting his 
powerlessness and deficiencies, he will accept the most basic form 
of poverty, one where self is stripped of himself”. To strip oneself 
of self, however, does not lead to low regard or contempt of oneself. 
It opens up to total confidence in a loving Father. “If the spirit of 
poverty did not lead us to closer filial ties with the Father and did not 
result in a stronger faith in Providence, it would be missing its most 
profound meaning,” says Father Eusebe.

Therefore, total confidence in Providence, which could appear 
at times as temerity in his case, could be traced back to his spirit of 
poverty. Using the Gospel and the teachings of Vatican II3, he writes: 

2  Message of the Founder, October 1986. A document of reflection written by Fa-
ther Eusebe on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Work of the Holy Apostles.
3  Perfectae caritatis, 13.
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“Though Christ did not have faith in the strict sense of the word 
because of his awareness of being the Son of God, he fully realized 
attitudes that characterize our faith, for example, his abandonment 
to the will of his Father. If he did not have a stone upon which to rest 
his head and if he travelled the roads of Judea and Galilee without 
bringing anything with him, it was because he wanted to expect all 
things from his heavenly Father. We would be wrong to see in this 
asceticism an ordinary example. To reject all material possessions 
was for Christ a behavior essentially filial, one that corresponded to 
the most profound orientation of his being; he wanted to give him-
self completely to the solicitude of his Father in the smallest details 
of his existence.” This is what Father Eusebe also recommends for 
his sons and daughters.

An open spirit

In an exemplary manner, Father Eusebe was faithful to his com-
mitment: to imitate the life of Jesus. Father Yves Begin, Superior 
General of the Society of the Holy Apostles from 1992 to 1995, just 
before the union of the two missionary families, speaks with venera-
tion about “the apostolic audacity” of the Founder, in a talk he gave 
in 1997 at the annual supper of the Foundation. This prophetic au-
dacity was the result of a prejudice in favor of those excluded from 
all organizations: civil and religious. “Father Eusebe carried within 
himself an evangelical and prophetic vision of the life of the Church 
and of its mission: to encounter the poorest of the poor, the excluded 
in all shapes and form.” 

To undertake the cause in favor of belated vocations in the nine-
teen forties was to encounter persons whose aspirations did not meet 
the ecclesial norms in the Province of Quebec. One could accept the 
fact of giving remedial courses in Latin and Greek. But to make a 
priest out of a butcher or an office worker, this did not go well with 
the sacerdotal caste. Moreover, to have the pretention of accom-
plishing the work of the Church with a layperson as “co-founder” 
and relinquish the ownership of the properties as well as its manage-
ment to a civil society went way beyond the recognized boundar-
ies! Yet, this is where we see, from the beginning, the two principal 
characteristics of Father Eusebe’s charism: special attention to adult 
vocations and partnership with the laity. 
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About this last point, Father Begin is critical. He finds that the 
charism of the Work of the Holy Apostles, which was initiated by 
Father Eusebe, has become somewhat “stiff from a lack of audacity 
and of a vision of the Church of today.” Without beating around the 
bush, he says: “We often boast that Father Eusebe was a prophet 
in his interpellation of the laity in the foundation of the Work of 
the Holy Apostles. I think that we are still gloating over the past, 
that we have regressed concerning the dynamic intuition of Father 
Eusebe”. He reminds us that Father Eusebe called Hector Durand to 
work with him and not for him: “Father Eusebe’s intuition was about 
priests and laypersons working together.”

To work in solidarity with the poor

Member of a religious mendicant order, Father Eusebe, how-
ever, wants the members of the Work of the Holy Apostles to live 
a life of poverty in their work without being reduced to begging. 
“Confidence in Providence does not entail a failure to take respon-
sibility. While they ask our Heavenly Father for their daily bread, 
humankind is not exempt from earning its food and lodging. (…) 
The obligation of working is actually a manifestation of poverty: 
it is those who are the most underprivileged that experience most 
strongly the need to work. It would seem more in conformity with 
poverty and love to seek in ones own work means of surviving rather 
than expecting it from the work and riches of others. Work expresses 
a solidarity with the poor, whereas begging contains the danger of 
awakening a certain solidarity with the rich.” 

In a world victimized by materialism and consumerism, a com-
mitment to poverty must be really authentic in order to reveal the 
faith where it finds its source. “It must become a sign for those who, 
spontaneously and naturally, look upon money and riches as an at-
traction that no one can resist.”

Father Eusebe concludes his considerations on poverty with a 
beautiful prayer:

Lord,
Though you were rich, you made yourself poor because of us,

in order to make us rich with your poverty.
Renew within us the will

to dispossess ourselves like you,
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in order enrich the Church and the world
with your poverty.

Create within us a spirit of poverty,
detached from all worldly goods.

Render us more and more joyful in having you
as our unique riches.

Inspire within us total abandonment to your Providence.
Teach us to accept deprivation

in a generous manner and without complaining.
Help us all the more 

in accepting our spiritual poverty:
the profound misery of our soul.
Let us begin to live straightaway

in a manner where we will come before you one day
without owning anything from this world,

with our eyes focused on the treasure
you will set before us in heaven. 

The “Father’s” secret

In a document quoted previously, Father Eusebe defines the 
charism of his spiritual family in four points.

• Promote priestly vocations, particularly adult voca-
tions, and all those who want to live according to the 
requirements of their baptism.

• Proclaim the Word of God, in season and out of sea-
son, especially by establishing and directing houses of 
prayer (retreat houses).

• To devote oneself to the poor, the forsaken. Their num-
bers will always be on the increase in this world.

• To live profoundly and with all that it entails, the very 
rich spirituality of the Mystical Body of Christ Jesus.

By handing down to us this rule of life, Father Eusebe defines 
his unique charism. There is perfect identity between the Founder 
and his work. His whole life can be summarized in this four point 
mission. Convinced that he is a very imperfect instrument in the 
hands of God the Father, he gave himself to his mission till the very 
limits of his strength, believing himself all the while to be “a useless 
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servant”. He had energy that would dumbfound us and leave all his 
collaborators breathless! 

Father Begin describes this extraordinary energy in these words: 
“Father Eusebe’s entire life was a succession of adaptations, re-
search, updating things that made him live, in order to bring solu-
tions to present day questions. He always followed a hidden source 
that he drew from the loving person he was, from his very great 
sensitivity.”

We can say without hesitation that this hidden source was, in 
fact, an interior source: the prayer of Christ within him. All those 
who knew him intimately testify that he was very much a man of 
prayer. Quite often, he would spend part of the night in prayer. “A 
man of an interior Kingdom,” says Father Lussier. 

This is where the secret of Father Eusebe lies. He himself gives 
us the key in the document quoted above. “To pray is not so much 
‘to invent a prayer’ than to join ourselves to one that is already made, 
a living prayer: Christ’s prayer. When doing mental prayer, revive 
your faith in this presence of Christ in the deep regions of yourself. 
(…) Undertake to clear all this interior proliferation of desires, feel-
ings, ideas, passions in order to set free Christ’s prayer within you 
(…) Surrender yourself to this prayer like the log abandons itself to 
the flames and becomes fire.”

Father Eusebe opens up to us the gates of his garden when he 
adds: “If, day in and day out, year after year, you make efforts pa-
tiently, faithfully, to keep in touch, to understand, to have access to 
Christ’s prayer in you, to give Him room, all the room, little by little 
it will take possession of your entire being. (…) At first intermittent, 
this experience, later on no doubt, will become permanent: all you 
will have to do is to descend within yourself to find this uninterrupt-
ed prayer which is Christ’s.” This is no doubt the reason why many 
witnesses consulted for this work would say that Father Eusebe gave 
the impression of being in a state of continual prayer.

As he did for the spirit of poverty, Father Eusebe concludes his 
exposé on prayer with a prayer: 

The hour of prayer is the hour
when your gaze meets mine;

it is the hour where your love, O Lord, 
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full of desire, wants to take possession of mine.
Whether verbal or silent,

this hour belongs to you: you have made it sacred.
You have saved it for my joy and yours.

Whether it is full of distractions
or consolations,

this hour is fully efficient.
You have rightfully taught me that wanting to pray is to pray.

The hour of prayer
is the one where you invite me to leave everything else behind.

To set aside work and worries
in order to think only of you.

It is the hour when your presence gently takes over
my spirit and my heart and where a dialogue 
takes place deep down before your infinity.
The hour of prayer is one where all is peace 

in order to allow you to speak
and in listening to you during this moment of contemplation

I may give you my answer.
It is the hour where there appears more clearly

the meaning of my destiny.
Where everything is in order and in its place

in my life
according to your will. 

To be happy

Witnesses are unanimous: Father Eusebe was inhabited by joy, 
the profound joy of the children of God. They all remember with 
emotion of his charming smile, mocking at times. Of his humor, 
sometimes abrasive. Of this puzzling optimism that allowed us to 
see the good side of persons and events.

In his sixties, after thirty years of turbulence of all kinds, he had 
reached the shores of wisdom. He was visibly happy. A serene kind 
of happiness, completely interior. Like a hidden treasure. What was 
the secret of his happiness? He was willing to divulge it to benefac-
tors of the Foundation at the annual supper of 1982. Invited to speak, 
he had titled his talk To be happy.

First: to accept ourselves with our qualities, faults and limita-
tions. To attain our own truth. To realize that the beauty of a hu-
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man being is hidden: interior. “Each one of you is beautiful with 
the beauty of Christ Jesus. Saint Augustine never stopped saying: 
We are Christ! To accept our limitations leads us to accept those of 
others. To know that on judgment day we will see the masterpiece 
each one of us is!” Then he quotes Isaiah: “You are priceless in my 
eyes… You are important to me and I love you!” For Father Eusebe, 
this conviction comes from his belief in the Mystical Body of Christ. 
This mystery was at the center of his life and his wish was that it be 
the anchorage of the Work of the Holy Apostles. To have the convic-
tion that we are unique gives meaning to the most humbling tasks of 
our life. “As you prepare the soup for your husband and children,” 
he tells mothers, “you are saving the world!” Every human gesture 
made out of love has a cosmic repercussion. It is only love that saves 
the world.

Another recipe for happiness: forgiveness. In approaching this 
section of his spirituality, Father Eusebe has trouble hiding his feel-
ings. “Always forgive: even the greatest injustices!” there is a crack 
in his voice. In the audience, each one, no doubt, is thinking of the 
trusteeship and the exile… “Because, too often, we cultivate resent-
ment and become sick physically and psychologically. We fall off 
the deep end…” Forgiveness, on the contrary, gives birth to interior 
peace, the work of the Holy Spirit who works marvels in our lives. 
He quotes Saint Thomas Aquinas: “To forgive others, to show mercy 
is a work greater than creation…” According to Father Eusebe, one 
must never despair of the ability of a human being to pick himself 
up, no matter how low he may get. And that includes the greatest 
criminal. For God, a thousand years is like a second, according to 
the psalms. Well! Let us imitate the Lord: let us wait a second!” 

Another secret: to take advantage of every event. “Every upset 
we receive in life is a shove in which the direction is up to you!” This 
is how a ship uses contrary winds to go forward. It’s the same with 
difficulties: they are necessary for our growth and that of the work to 
which the Lord has called us. Once again, he quotes the Bible: “All 
things contribute to the good of those who love God”. Then, he puts 
his audience to the test: “If you tell the Lord: Thanks for the illness 
that You sent me, I guarantee you that He will heal you!” 

Fourth counsel of wisdom: to live the present moment. Each 
moment is rich with eternity. It is therefore a loss of time and of en-
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ergy to brood over the mistakes and errors of the past. With candid 
humility, he admits: “I cried, at times. I encountered many upsets. 
And I deserved them! With the difficult temperament that I have, it 
isn’t easy for my collaborators to live with me. I understand how 
they feel and I commiserate!” He adds with one of his mischievous 
smiles: “What can you do, you would have to destroy me in order to 
improve me!” He places his hope in the fact that the Lord loves us 
unconditionally: without any merit on our part. We must therefore 
avoid attributing to ourselves as personal merits what has been given 
us freely by God: a free charism. “Those to whom the Lord is more 
attracted, are those who, morally, are the most miserable. Love is 
what counts. Love alone is eternal…”

Fifth counsel of wisdom: to keep having illusions and dreams. 
“Maybe the Lord made me too optimistic”, says Father Eusebe. “When 
confronted with problems, I only see the solutions! But we would be 
wrong to believe that experience comes from success. It comes from 
failures we have experienced and that have set us straight…Youth and 
old age are above all a heartfelt disposition. Thus, Pope John set the 
Council in motion at the age of 80: he was filled with vision. We must 
continue to dream. Our dreams will all come true in the Lord’s pres-
ence. To sincerely desire something is to realize it!”

Sixth and last counsel for happiness: to cultivate joy. Joy, the 
way he understands it, is not cultivated by having, but by being. 
Like the Kingdom of God, it is within us. “Look around you to help 
someone out, to console someone’s misery and you shall experience 
joy!” This joy will be all the more perfect because the undertaking 
will have been gratuitous. What you are is much more important 
than what you have. And if what you have does not help you to be, 
it destroys you and takes away your joy!”

The last cross 

This man, in full health, who charmed his Montreal audience on 
a Sunday in October of 1982, had encountered heavy crosses: the 
trusteeship of his apostolate and exile. Another cross was stalking 
him. Perhaps he already had the viruses of the illness that would 
crucify him…

We remember to what extent Father Lussier, his successor, had 
had a difficult time stopping “the bulldozer”, in the Autumn of 1985, 
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upset at having to impose another ordeal, one of rejection, to the 
“Father” he loved so much. In a handwriting already having the 
markings of illness, Father Eusebe writes in his Testament on the 
16th of November a very moving prayer…

Today, Lord Jesus, I want to give you special thanks.

I want to give you thanks, O Lord, for the new Council of 
the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles (…) I want to give 
you thanks, O Lord, (…) for allowing me to experience per-
fect joy, the one described by Francis of Assisi.

What a privilege, O Lord, to have experienced all the pleth-
ora of humiliations. And these, for many years.

Lord, my presence seems to be very heavy to accept for 
these brothers whom I love very much. Will they, some day, 
exclude me from the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy 
Apostles? It’s possible: this would be perfect joy. No more, 
no less.

Thank you, Lord, for all that is happening and will happen.

Show me, Lord, the road to true dialogue…

Lord Jesus, take good care of our little M.Ss.A. Society: it is 
Your work. And also that of the General Council. Oh how I 
love them, these confreres! May they become saints! 

A year after having written this prayer, in the Autumn of 1986, 
Father Eusebe landed in Montreal, having come from Lima, in a very 
weak condition. He enters Hôtel-Dieu Hospital where he undergoes 
a series of tests without identifying his illness rightaway. He is un-
der the care of Sister Colette Gareau, a Hospitaller of Saint Joseph. 
However, As soon as he regained his strength, he returned to Peru: 
“la Ciudad de los Ninos” reclaims him! Experiencing great fatigue 
and respiratory troubles, he did not need all the paraphernalia of the 
Hospital to tell him that his days are numbered. The verdict came 
a few weeks later. It was given to Father Lussier by Sister Gareau: 
Father Eusebe has a deadly virus, and there is little time left. At first, 
the confirmation of his premonition puts him in a state of disarray: 
there is so much to do in order to evangelize and humanize!... But 
very soon, however, he receives the grace to abandon himself to the 
will of the Father, which made him write in his Spiritual Testament 
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on the 23rd of November, 1979: “Lord, I accept to die and I want 
my death to be a prayer. (…) I believe, Lord Jesus, in eternal life. I 
want my death to be an act of faith in your power that crushes me in 
order to resurrect me, in your mercy that overburdens me in order to 
enliven me, in your extreme goodness that strips me of everything 
in order to fulfil me.”

On the 6th of January 1987, the day of his 71st birthday, Father 
Eusebe lands at Dorval airport in the company of Father Leopold 
Pelletier, his faithful secretary who had followed him into exile and 
during his entire Latin American adventure. Knowing that time is 
running out, Father Menard, a man of action and of connections 
decides in all lucidity to live his ascension towards the Father in ab-
solute solitude. The ascension will be a painful one: great sufferings 
await him. Sister Gareau is to take care of him. At his request, André 
Franche finds a room for him with the Clerics of Saint Viator in an 
adjacent building of the Foundation.

Sister Gareau took care of him with great devotion, but after two 
months of confinement, it became evident that his state of health 
required special treatment. It became urgent to transfer him to the 
infirmary of the Franciscans in Rosemont (Montreal). The patient 
was determined to remain in his solitude and live the mystery of 
death and resurrection… In other words, he wishes to remain in 
the desert until the moment came for the face- to-face… Because 
of his determination, Sister Gareau and André Franche made up a 
clever scenario: they would transport him to the Hospital for some 
so-called tests, and then, would have him brought to the infirmary 
in an ambulance. 

It wasn’t necessary. On a Sunday night, Father Eusebe took a 
turn for the worse. Father Pelletier, with difficulty, was able to get 
him into a taxi, which brought him to his Franciscan brothers. He 
was so weak that he was unable to object… The following Tuesday, 
according to André Franche: “You did the right thing…” Still he did 
not want any visitors. “On the 9th of March, his condition worsened, 
but he was still hoping for a cure,” we are told by André Franche. 
He had been planning to go back to Peru. He finally let go follow-
ing a prayer: Lord, I accept my illness, I accept to suffer as much 
as You want me to!... “Twice, in the presence of Father Leopold 
Pelletier, he asked me forgiveness for any offence he might have 
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caused me!”(André Franche) Having worked closely together for 
30 years, they always agreed on the goals, on the mission, but they 
were often at odds on the means, the organization, the strategies and 
the projects. The Director General of the Foundation recalls these 
facts with a certain sadness filled with tenderness: “Was I offended? 
Surely not: I have only feelings of gratitude…”

The last days are ones of unspeakable suffering. To his nurse, 
Sister Thérèse Viel, a Franciscan Missionary of Mary, Father Eusebe 
painfully admits: “Yes, I am suffering greatly!... but only as much as 
the Lord permits… and as long as He wants!...” This letting go into 
the hands of the Lord of tenderness are his last words. On Thursday, 
the 26th of March, shortly after noon, he expires softly, without anxi-
ety. Like a little child going to sleep on his mother’s breast. At his 
bedside, besides Sister Viel, there is Father Pelletier, Father Henri 
Éthier, Provincial of the Franciscans and Father Clarence Laplante, 
person in charge of the infirmary.

The funeral of Father Eusebe took on the proportions of a gran-
diose celebration of thanksgiving at the Sanctuary of Mary-Queen-
of-Hearts, on Sherbrooke Street, in the east end of Montreal. It 
was presided over by Father Henri Éthier, assisted by Father Yvon 
Archambault, Animator General of the Society of the Holy Apostles 
and by Father Marc Lussier, successor of Father Eusebe at the head 
of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles. Two Bishops and about 
one hundred priests concelebrated in a ceremony filled with seren-
ity. Some 800 family and friends came to pay their last respects of 
affection to him who, more than ever and forever, was “the Father!”

Sketching in broad lines his spiritual profile, Father Éthier 
brought out the Franciscan character: fascinated by God’s mystery, 
a passion for the Kingdom of God to welcome and to build, a love 
for the little ones, the excluded and the poor, a desire for total union 
with Christ unto his death and resurrection. Father Éthier concludes 
his testimony in these words: “Brother Eusebe, you were a true son 
of Francis. For the witness of your life, many thanks!”
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Epilogue
Many witnesses affirm that Father Eusebe deeply wished to see 

in his lifetime the unification of the two missionary families he had 
founded. Father Paquette gives witness to the fact that Father Eusebe 
offered his life for the unification. As a result, shortly after his death, 
the persons responsible for both communities, Fathers Archambault 
and Lussier, initiate this rapprochement. The unification will take 
place eight years later on the 15th of August 1995.

The new unified family is called the Society of the Missionaries 
of the Holy Apostles. Its General House is in Montreal. Under the 
austere title of Constitutions and Norms, 1996, its rule of life admi-
rably reflects the spirituality of Father Eusebe. The M.Ss.A., with 
a promise of fidelity, commit themselves to live according to their 
charism. They devote themselves to the promotion and accompani-
ment of priestly vocations and to missionary work. In the pastoral 
field, they devote themselves with preference to poor parishes. This 
is how they define their mode of life: 

The lifestyle and fundamental attitudes of our Society are 
inspired by the life of Jesus, of the Virgin Mary and the 
Apostles, in the image of the first Christian communities. 
Guided by the spirit and writings of our Founder, we try to 
integrate the spirituality of the Mystical Body of Christ who 
gives dynamism and unifies our lifestyle.

In the spirit of their Founder, the rule of life of its new spiritual 
family gives a special place to prayer and to preaching. The authors 
of this document remembered no doubt the fascinating voice of their 
beloved Father: “Prayer: the most powerful form of energy we can 
awaken… Preaching: the means chosen by God to enlighten and 
save the world. The world needs apostles capable of bringing to their 
brothers, to humankind, the explosive strength of the Gospel.”

Not only does the work of Father Eusebe survive him, but it is 
experiencing a new breath of life: a renaissance. As of today, the 
Work of the Holy Apostles has given more than a thousand priests 
to the Church and to the world, to over thirty religious communities 
in seven countries.




