
 

 

1 

 

Peter 

Disciple and Pastor  
 

 

 

By Father Eusebe Menard 
Founder of the Society of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles (M.S.A.)  





 

 

2 

 

INDEX: 

  

Presentation                                       4 

 

Introduction                                         6 
 

DISCIPLE AND FISHERMAN – PART I  
 

1. Leaving All...?                                10 
 

2. The Brother of Peter                      20 
 

3. Lord, Save Me                                29 
 

4. Seventy Times Seven                      36 
 

5. The Two ‘Nevers’ of Peter              42 
 

6. Peter’s Last Fishing Expedition      53 
 

MASTER AND PASTOR – PART II 
 

7. From Fisherman to Pastor               59 
 

8. Peter and the Eleven                       66 
 

9. The Authority of Peter                     73 
 

10. Peter, the Good Shepherd               80 
 

Concluding Prayer                                  88 

 

Bibliography and References                 89 

 



 

 

3 

 

PREAMBLE 

 

You hold in your hand a short book written by 

Father Eusebe Menard in 1976 about St. Peter. 

During my novitiate for the Society of the 

Missionaries of the Holy Apostles (M.S.A.) I had the 

pleasure of reading this book and felt an urgent 

need to share the wisdom of Father Menard with 

others. Other than some formatting changes to fit 

in a book format, the text remains unchanged from 

what I received during my formation.  

This book should not be read straight through 

in one sitting. Instead I would suggest you read one 

chapter each day along with the associated 

scripture passages and use it to guide your 

meditations for that day.  

Prior to my novitiate my formal study of Saint 

Peter had been extremely limited. After reading 

this book I am sure you also will feel called to learn 

more about the Apostle that loved Jesus the most. 

I suspect that you will also begin to see that all of 

us as Father Menard, so artfully shows, are like St. 

Peter; in his flaws, his strengths, his love of Christ, 

and his ministry.   

 

United in the Lord Jesus 

 

Jim Tabor 

      MSA Novice 
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PRESENTATION 

 

We have chosen, of our own free will, to follow 

in <the> footsteps of Jesus, according to the 

example given by Mary, also by the Holy Apostles, 

also by St. Francis of Assisi. 

 

Peter followed after Jesus with all his qualities 

and with all his failings. Jesus has appointed him 

the first chief of the Apostolic College. 

 

Even though Holy Scripture has left us scant 

material concerning the life of St. Peter, we <get?> 

have enough for nourishing our meditation and 

our prayer and also for the giving of practical 

lessons on the contemplative life and apostolic life. 

 

The following reflections are intended simply 

to present Peter, a patron-saint of the Holy 

Apostles, asking us furthermore to follow his 

example in generosity and in following after Jesus 

until the end, until death, all of this in spite of 

<the> errors of ours in the past and in spite of our 

day-to-day failings. 

 

“‘Ah, Lord God!’ I said. ‘I know not how to 

speak; I am too young.’ But the Lord answered 

me, ‘Say not, ‘I am too young.’ To whomever I 

send you, you shall go; whatever I command 

you, you shall speak. Have no fear before them, 

because I am with you to deliver you, says the 

Lord.” (Jer 1, 6-7) 
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‘“When they had eaten their meal, Jesus said 

to Simon Peter: ‘Simon, son of John, do you 

love me more than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord!’ he said 

‘you know that, I love you.’ At which, Jesus 

said: ‘Feed my lambs.’”     (Jn 21, 15) 

 

The life of Peter is in some way a reflection of 

all of us who know Jesus, whether we follow or 

deny him. Peter shows us that the sense of human 

life is found beyond ourselves. In Jesus, who gave 

full sense to his life and profession as a fisherman. 

- We shall discover that there is a Peter inside each 

one of us and that we are much more like him than 

we suspect. 

 

 

A brother, 

Eusèbe-H. Ménard.
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INTRODUCTION 

 

<In> the title of this book, <the name of the 

person we are studying> is not ‘Saint Peter’; 

simply, ‘Peter’. ‘Peter,’ simply. It is not the 

biography of a saint but the battles, triumphs and 

failures of a man who loved life passionately. 

 

This book wants to be a book where we look at 

ourselves, as Peter is in some way a reflection of all 

of us who know Jesus, whether we follow or deny 

him. Peter shows us that the sense of human life is 

found beyond ourselves: In Jesus, who gave full 

sense to his life and profession as a fisherman. We 

shall discover that there is a Peter inside each one 

of us and that we are much more like him than we 

suspect. 

 

Simon Peter is a man of fire, whose flame is 

gleaming but fleeting and short-lived. An immense 

heart where everything is big: his love, his 

raptures, and his awkward deeds; contrasting 

always his profound limitations with the height of 

his ideals. Sometimes he seems to be an impatient 

and capricious child, always a faithful and 

unconditional friend who never lacks an occasion 

to express his fraternal instinct with Jesus, who is 

corrected, reproached and even reprehended by 

him. 

 

His life is truly manifest as any other: hopes 

and conflicts, battles, tears and laughter. 
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The life of Peter is always curious and 

contrasting. And the most astonishing thing is that 

it is not Peter that is most important, but Jesus. 

That Jesus who marked and transformed his life, 

Jesus who accepted and loved Peter so that Peter 

would accept himself and that he would be 

capable of loving. 

 

Impetuosity, generosity and imprudence are 

the three threads of his existence which, having 

been put in the capable hands of the Artisan of 

Nazareth, were woven to make a most harmonious 

life where contrasts never clashed, but were 

complementary. 

 

Simon Peter alone understands perfectly at the 

side of Jesus and in relation to the other disciples. 

The fisherman is never alone. The pastor always 

lives with his sheep. Peter is always united to 

Jesus, and by means of him with everyone that 

Jesus loves. Peter always lives in community: with 

Jesus, with the other pastors of the Church... and 

even with his mother-in-law. 

 

Beside Jesus, certainly he did not learn much 

Theology, but he learned to live to know and to 

accept himself. Jesus did not teach a doctrine nor 

gave examinations to his own. He taught them how 

to be pastors, and Peter was the disciple who had 

the greatest advantage. By sharing completely in 
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the human life, Jesus taught how to live as sons of 

God in this world. 

 

First, Peter was a disciple of the Master and 

thus he was converted into a type for all followers 

of Jesus. In him we find synthesized the attitudes 

of each one of the believers and readers of the 

Gospel: 

 

- One day he left all things, but on another 

occasion he is seen claiming his recompense. 

 

- On one occasion he is called “blessed,” and 

immediately he is <told?, called> “Satan.” 

 

- Impetuous and generous, but weak and 

insufficient. 

 

- He sleeps on Holy Thursday, but he gets up 

early on Easter Sunday. 

 

- He sinks in the waters of the sea, and another 

day he swims 100 meters with all his clothes 

on. 

 

- One night he uses the sword violently, but he 

turns out to be an instrument of peace in the 

midst of conflicts. 

 

- In Gethsemani he flees for fear of being 

arrested, but he gives his life in Rome. 
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Afterwards, he comes to be a pastor of the 

flock of Jesus. Having been formed in the school of 

the community, he comes to be master of the 

Church, participating in the authority of Jesus. His 

mission is to give his life as the good pastor gives 

his life for his sheep. Peter loves the sheep, 

because he loves Jesus, the owner of the flock. 

 

Certainly he is not the “beloved disciple” but 

none will deny that he is the ‘disciple who loves’. 

Neither is he the ‘faithful disciple...’ but none 

experienced the fidelity of Jesus as he did. 

 

Simon Peter is a beautiful gift of God to the whole 

Church, the only Church that Jesus has. Thanks to 

his marvelous contrasting characteristics, he is the 

type and model of all the disciples and pastors of 

the Church of Jesus. 
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DISCIPLE AND FISHERMAN – PART I 
 

1. LEAVING EVERYTHING 

(Mk 1, 16-18; Lk 5, 1-11; Mk 10, 28; Lk 18, 28) 

 

The Vocation Of Simon Peter: 

 

With the freshness characteristic of <the> one 

who transmits it to us, and which he has heard 

narrated directly from the mouth of Peter, Mark 

tells us that one day Jesus, “walking along the Sea 

of Galilee saw Simon,” who was mending his nets. 

For his part, Simon was so occupied in his activities 

that he did not know that he was destined, thanks 

to a loving and profound vision, to go and fish in 

other seas. 

 

Luke amplifies the scene a little more and 

introduces things in a different manner: Peter had 

spent the night in his ship trying to catch fish; but 

sadly he didn’t get ‘anything’... (he caught 

‘nothing’). In the morning, tired and oppressed he 

stopped fishing and he preferred his ship to be 

transformed into a pulpit so that Jesus could 

preach from there to “all the multitude than 

gathered round him to hear the word of God.” The 

same ship that for a whole day and night was not 

capable of catching any fish now, thanks to the 

“words of eternal life” which are pronounced from 

it, fishes men along the shores of the lake. 
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Finishing, Jesus said to Peter: “Launch out into 

the deep. Peter was so accustomed to the Sea of 

Galilee that he could hope for nothing, but when 

he least thought, the Lord ordered: “throw out the 

nets to fish.” It seems contradictory that a 

carpenter would teach an experienced fisherman 

how and where to fish. If the whole night which 

had been the most favorable time to catch 

something had resulted in failure, now, at this time 

of day, it seemed absurd, apart from something 

extraordinary happening. 

 

Therefore, Peter, who knew his office, which as 

was his custom always to reclaim, at the same time 

<he?> would obey: 

 

“We have caught nothing, but at your word 

I will cast out the nets.” 

 

Having done this, the result was surprising: 

“they caught a great quantity of fish,” so that the 

nets were breaking. That morning they caught 

more fish than they expected. 

 

Then they asked help of James and John who 

were in the other ship; but even though they did, 

“they filled so much in the two ships that they 

nearly sank.” Peter could not believe it. The 

evangelist tells us that he was “full of awe” and of 

surprise. 
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“Seeing this, Simon Peter fell at the knees 

of Jesus, saying: Depart from me Lord, 

because I am a sinner!”     (Lk 5, 8) 

 

The capitalist mentality could reproach Peter, 

the Jew, at not being able to take advantage of the 

opportunity to establish a great business career for 

himself: Why not invite that man who seems to 

know the deep mysteries of fishing to form 

together a fishing company which would be the 

most important in the Sea of Galilee...? Even a 

powerful international firm could be formed in the 

whole Mediterranean: Fisherman’s Company. But, 

everything happens the opposite way. While Peter 

says: “Depart from me...,” Jesus responds: “Come 

with me...” 

 

Jesus, who also was a Jew, won the game. It 

was not Simon, the fisherman, who invited Jesus to 

fish but it was Jesus who invited Peter. He had in 

mind or in his heart to establish an international 

society, and therefore he invited Peter to go and 

fish other seas: “Come with me and I will make of 

you a fisher of men.” Certainly he meant a very 

different ‘Company’, and even contrary to the two 

interests, material and capitalist, of this world. 

 

On the other hand, Jesus would not take his 

profession from Peter. Simply, he would transform 

it. 
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Many fear to follow Jesus for fear of losing 

what they possess. The first thing that Jesus does is 

to respect. Before everything he begins to 

transform us, and afterwards, little by little, he 

gives us everything we need and takes what we 

don’t need. 

 

We note something very interesting: Peter was 

called by Jesus in the most successful moment of 

his life, <when he was?> just after being engaged 

in the greatest fishing success of his career, when 

he had reached the high point of his profession as 

fisherman... the best stage of his life. But, that man 

of 30 years, showed transparently in his look 

something divine which attracted irresistibly, and 

his words were “words of eternal life.” Therefore, 

“immediately, leaving his nets, he followed him.” 

 

Jesus did not call any failure, but a man who 

had experienced triumph. The subtlety of the 

Evangelist is marvelous. Peter follows Jesus 

because, without doubt, he presented something 

much superior to his professional success. That is, 

<he> comprehends that to follow Jesus <values 

more?, is more valuable> than the greatest of 

human triumphs; through no other way would he 

follow him. 

 

 

Leave Everything (Mk 10, 28): 
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The unforgettable moment of his encounter 

with Jesus left a profound mark on the life of 

Peter. 

 

Mark, with simple and eloquent details, relates 

for us the day that Peter reminded him in front of 

the Lord: 

 

“Peter began to say to him: ‘already you 

see it, we have left all things and followed 

you.’”     (Mk 10, 28) 

 

“....what then will we receive?”     (Mt 19, 

27) 

 

The phrase “began to say to him” means that 

Peter with great detail enumerates each and 

everyone of the things that he had left. When 

Jesus, for his part, repeats this list of “house, wife, 

brothers, parents and sons” it is because without a 

doubt Peter had alluded to these concrete things. 

 

But we must take careful note of the answer of 

Jesus. Not only did he answer the question made 

(put) to him but he also puts things in their place. 

We follow now the text of Matthew, who no doubt 

was a witness of the act, and whose account differs 

from Luke and Mark. 

 

“I assure you,” replied Jesus “that ye who have 

followed me...” Jesus tells us: “You who have left 
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all and followed me,” but above all: “Ye who have 

followed me...” (Mt 19, 28). 

 

That is, the principal thing is not what has been 

left but what has been acquired. 

 

He wanted to point out that it is not the pearls 

that are sold but those that are bought that are of 

great value. Peter must have looked on the 

treasure found...; he has not to look back, not to 

detain himself on contemplating things which he 

left, but that it was worthwhile to have bought 

that field. In other words, Jesus tells him: 

 

“It is not because you have left everything 

that you have followed me, but because 

you follow me you have renounced 

everything else.” 

 

-And he adds - 

 

“…do not worry about that; I will give a 

hundredfold to you.” 

 

Peter asked him (the Lord) what would be his 

recompense for having left everything and 

followed him. Jesus responds: the recompense 

consists precisely in having followed me, in being 

with me. That is very important. 

 

On the other hand, does the phrase of the 

fisherman not seem presumptuous: “we have left 
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everything,” especially when we think what the 

poor man had: he was a fisherman with some old 

nets that he had to mend, and that very frequently 

the light of the dawn found his ship having caught 

nothing. What had he, then, left? A mother-in-law 

and a house, a wife and a ship. Little enough, 

certainly, but it was all he had. Peter had left ‘all of 

the little he had’. 

 

Nevertheless we find something curious: After 

the scene in which according to Peter he had left 

the nets and with them all his capital and family 

inheritance the Evangelist continues talking to us 

now and again about the barque <i.e., boat> of 

Peter, the house of Peter and even the mother-in-

law of Peter.” What, then, did he not leave 

everything? 

 

The answer we are going to find in Luke, the 

Evangelist of the poverty and the indifference (Lk 

18, 28). He gives us the key with the Greek word 

which is difficult to translate well. He does not say 

that Peter had left all, as St. Matthew and St. Mark 

say, but that Peter had left “What was his” (‘his’... 

ta hidia), that is, his interests, his ambitions, the 

purpose of his life, the security which his 

profession gave him, etc. 

 

Peter did not give up his belongings to the 

Lord. Jesus would never have taken them. But 

(well) <Jesus?, Peter> went up to Jesus in the ship, 

he always hosted him in his house and even he 
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presented his mother-in-law to him. The ship 

continued being Peter’s, but already it was in the 

service of the preaching of Jesus. The mother-in-

law was always and only no more of, (than?) Peter, 

but it was Jesus gave her the health that she 

needed. 

 

When something is not well or disturbs us, 

when a relation with another person does not go 

as we would like it, is very easy to forget about it, 

‘giving it up to Jesus’. No. The correct attitude, 

<is?, as> taught to us by Peter, is to bring to Jesus 

the things that do not function, so that he may 

order and arrange everything according to his will, 

making effective one’s salvation. 

 

Peter, before leaving material things, which we 

notice he continued having, changed the route of 

his life. What was his was completely at the service 

of the Lord and it was Jesus who decided in all 

things. Peter took the decision that Jesus would 

decide in all his life and in all his belongings. 

 

In this manner, the relation between Peter and 

all material goods changed radically. He possessed 

them, yes, but he did not depend on them. He 

depended only on the Lord Jesus. The most 

important <things> of the life of Peter were not his 

belongings, but the things of Jesus. Little by little, 

he was leaving everything, until the day he said: 

 

“Gold and silver I have not.”     (Acts 3, 6) 



 

 

18 

 

 

Since then, Peter did not occupy himself with 

what was his, but principally with that of the Lord. 

Thus as Jesus occupied himself with the things of 

the Father, Peter occupied himself with the things 

of the Father’s Son. 

 

When Peter gave himself to Jesus he did it so 

that Jesus himself would order and hierarchize all 

the values of things of this world. 

 

When one begins to follow Jesus, there are yet 

many human ambitions according to the criteria of 

the flesh. How many followers of Jesus search and 

dispute to be the first in the Kingdom; how many 

more ask to sit at the right and the left of the Lord, 

while others do so, hoping for the establishment... 

the material re-establishment (and economic) of 

the kingdom of David... 

 

It is Jesus and only Jesus who patiently molds 

and forms his followers. The important thing is to 

follow him as disciples and to be disposed to be 

changed by Him, His way, and according to His 

plan. The disciple, to give 100%, must first dispose 

100% in (to) the master’s hands. He is the Master 

who is going to make us understand that: 

 

“there are not many things important,” 

 

or, better said,  
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“only one thing.”     (Lk 10, 42) 

 

for what is worthwhile to sell to get everything, 

with such <is it?, it is> worthwhile to acquire it. 

 

Certainly, pearls are not sold to acquire a great 

value, It is the contrary: because <when> the 

“Pearl of great price (The Precious Pearl) is found, 

<that?, then> it is possible to renounce ‘with 

happiness’ everything else. Nobody sells his pearls 

without having first found something of greater 

value. 

 

Many preachers speak more of the demands of 

following Jesus than the demands of Jesus. Nobody 

is going to follow an unknown who demands. 

<While?, When> a real life person is presented 

who loves and because he loves he demands, that 

is something completely different.  

 

Jesus takes us where we are, without putting 

on us any condition. What is important is to trust 

in Him and to follow Him. Many believe that they 

have to be good, saints, and to renounce 

everything to be with Him, and they do not take 

into account that to be with Him all one’s life, he 

transforms. Jesus is the master and we are the 

disciples. The disciple is not greater than the 

master, but that he is with the master and imitates 

the master because he wants to be like Him, letting 

him transform him to his image and likeness... and 
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when he becomes master, to form accordingly new 

disciples. 

 

Peter found the Lord. Or, better, the Lord ‘saw’ 

Peter and this changed ‘him’ for the Lord. The Lord 

loved him and gave himself up for him so that 

Peter would be left changed, as <is> the mud in 

the hands of the potter. 

 

The fishermen of Galilee will be a “Fisher of 

Men,” and he will be at the head of all who want 

to go fishing with him. From then on he will not be 

content at dawn with a few fish for the family, but 

that his new brothers will throw out their nets in 

all the seas so that they will hear “Words of eternal 

life” which transform lives for all eternity. 
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2. THE BROTHER OF PETER 

 

Because of the fact that the New Testament 

refers to him 12 times, we could come to the 

conclusion that he is a person of the first degree. 

But before we are deceived with numbers we must 

analyze the matter thoroughly. The first thing that 

surprises us is that he does not have a personality 

of his own, so that he always appears depending 

on his brother Peter. So that, if he becomes 

important it is only by means of his fraternal bond 

with Simon Peter, of which certainly he is not to 

blame. Surely, had he not been the brother of 

Peter we could know him much better for his own 

characteristics, as his personality is rich and varied. 

 

He was born in Bethsaida, a fisherman of the 

Sea of Galilee and an inhabitant of Capharnaum 

(cf. Jn 1, 14; Mk 1, 16-29). With notable 

international diplomatic qualities for being a 

Minister of Exterior Relations in the kingdom of 

David, he even had the Greek name ‘Andrew’, 

which means ‘man’. 

 

- A disciple of John the Baptist in the Valley of 

the Jordan: (cf. Jn 1, 35-40). 

 

- And the most important thing, he was one of 

the first disciples of Jesus (cf. Jn 1, 40). 

 

For any <of> those attributes he could be very 

well identified and thus present to us his own 
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personality... but, he had the bad luck to be the 

brother of the great Simon Peter, and therefore for 

all generations he would be known simply as “the 

brother of Peter.” Of the 12 times that he appears 

in the New Testament, for half of them he is called 

by that name (the brother of Peter). On the other 

hand he is never presented alone; but always in 

connection with another disciple (cf. Mt 4, 18; 10, 

2; Mk 1, 16; 1, 29; 3, 18; 13, 3; Lk 6, 14; Jn 1, 40; 1, 

44; 6, 8; 12, 22; Acts 1, 13). It would appear unjust 

that he is chiefly identified by the fraternal link 

with Simon Peter, while he (Peter) is never 

referred to as “the brother of Andrew.” 

 

 

His Vocation: 

 

Andrew and John <were> disciples of John the 

Baptist, <who> had been heard to say: 

 

“I am not the Messiah, nor Elias, nor the 

prophet. He comes after me.”     (Jn 1, 20-30) 

 

“It is necessary that he increases and that I 

decrease.”     (Jn 3, 30) 

 

...and one evening, when Jesus passed in front of 

them, the master gave to his disciples the last and 

most important of his teachings: 

 

“Behold the Lamb of God; this is he who will 

baptize in the Holy Spirit.”     (Jn 1, 37; 1, 33) 
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They learned the lesson, and without saying 

even one single word, they left the Precursor and 

in silence they followed Jesus, whom they were 

losing sight of along the valley of the Jordan. John 

the Baptist did not reproach <him?, them>; on the 

contrary, to give that testimony was he sent (cf. Jn 

1, 6-7). 

 

In the midst of the solitude and the mystery of 

the desert, where many robbers and highwaymen 

abound, Jesus <tells?, senses> that two suspicious 

men had been following him for a while. 

Unexpectedly, he turned towards them and asked: 

 

“What are you looking for?” (What do you 

want?) 

 

They did not know how to answer such a 

profound question and therefore they in turn ask a 

question: 

 

“Rabbi, where do you live?”     (Jn 1, 38b) 

 

<Although> recognizing Jesus as Master 

(Rabbi), <but?> we note that they did not ask, 

“What do you teach?”, Nor “Who are you?”, “What 

do you do?”, “What books have you written?”, or, 

“What titles (degrees) have you got?” They get 

down to fundamentals: “Where do you live?” 
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What most interested them were not the 

credentials, not even if he is authorized, or if he 

has a doctorate from the Rabbinical School of 

Jerusalem... what is most important is to live with 

him. <And that?> The Master Jesus does not teach 

so much a doctrine as a life (Jn 10, 10); <some?> 

relations based on the love that he alone 

<possesses, and only> in the practice of living in 

harmony with him can be learned (That means: It 

is only in living in harmony with him - Jesus - that 

we can learn that love). What they want is to learn 

to live. The Evangelist comments immediately 

afterwards: 

 

“... and they stayed with Him... it was about 

four in the evening.”     (Jn 1, 39) 

 

On the other hand, it is a most beautiful 

teaching to compare this passage with Genesis 1-4. 

All the commentators are in agreement on seeing 

those first chapters of John, where ‘the inaugural 

week of Jesus’ is narrated <and?, as> compared to 

‘the week of the Creation’ which we find at the 

beginning of the book of Genesis. We note the 

strong and profound parallel which <without?> is 

intentional on the part of the Evangelist. 

 

The first time that God spoke to man was thus: 

 

“When they heard the sound of the Lord 

God moving about in the garden at the 
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breezy time of the day... the Lord called to 

the man and asked him: ‘Where are you?’“ 

 

On the other hand, in the Gospel of St. John, 

the first time that men speak to God, it was in this 

manner: 

 

“Jesus passed through the desert, about 

four in the afternoon,” 

 

and <he?, they> made practically the same 

question: 

 

“Where do you live?” 

 

God searches for the sinner so that he in turn 

may look for him and find him. God makes his 

abode in the desert of men’s hearts so that they 

may be able to participate in his divine life. 

 

“One of the two who had followed him after 

hearing John was Simon Peter’s brother, 

Andrew. The first thing he did was to seek out 

his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found 

the Messiah!’ (This term means the Anointed 

Christ) He brought him to Jesus who looked at 

him and said: ‘You are Simon son of John;. Your 

name shall be called Cephas’ (which is 

rendered Peter... rock).”     (Jn 1, 40-42) 

 

Andrew got up very early and he went to 

where his brother Simon was. Without asking 
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permission to speak he began to give his 

testimony: 

 

“I am just <returned> after finding a 

precious pearl. I have found what I have 

looked for all my life. I had a personal 

encounter with the Messiah. My life is 

transformed because I know Jesus.” 

 

And afterwards he invited Simon so that he 

would have the very same experience. 

 

Simon did not reply. The enthusiasm and 

conviction of which his brother spoke left him 

speechless with astonishment. This is the only 

occasion in the whole Gospel where Simon Peter 

did not open his mouth to give an opinion. The 

force (strength) of the testimony of his brother 

which he personally <got?, gave> after meeting 

Jesus personally, did not admit of the least reply. 

 

Andrew, on being made a disciple of Jesus, 

“found his brother and brought him to Jesus.” This 

was the most important thing of his whole life. 

 

Nevertheless it must be clearly noted that he 

did not bring <Peter to> himself but that he 

conducted him towards Jesus. This is the first great 

teaching of the brother of Peter for all masters and 

pastors: to bring his sheep not to himself, but to 

the owner of the flock. St. Paul says that the first 

characteristic of false pastors is that, “...savage 
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wolves will come among you who will not spare 

the flock” (Acts 20, 29). 

 

Jesus divided in two the life of each one of 

those brothers. Andrew, who is possibly older than 

Simon, (cf. Jn 1, 46) passed to a second plane. All 

his life he was unconstrained in the Sea of 

Tiberiades and with the Baptist in the desert. He 

shared his profession with his brother, he shared 

his house also, and even his mother-in-law. But 

since the day that, instead of catching fished he 

fished Simon, he lived with Jesus and shared with 

him everything he had (all his life). 

 

Thus, as Simon left being Simon to be Peter, so 

also did Andrew leave being Andrew to become 

“the brother of Peter.” 

 

The projection of the brother of Peter is 

irreplaceable in the Church of all times. He was the 

first disciple and the first pastor. He was the first 

evangelist who brought the Good News of Jesus to 

another person: to his brother. And his life was 

changed. 

 

Let us return to the comparison with the Book 

of Genesis: The first question that God made to a 

son of Adam and Eve was: 

 

“Where is your brother Abel?”     (Gen 4, 9) 

 



 

 

28 

 

And in the fourth Gospel, Andrew answers 

Jesus: 

 

“Here is my brother Peter.” 

 

The <projection?, project> of Andrew is capital. 

Look for another that could serve the Lord better 

than yourself. If each pastor could look for one or 

another disciple who could serve Jesus more and 

better, with this he would already have perfectly 

fulfilled his pastoral duty. 

 

In the communities as in the Church, everyone 

wants to be Peter, the head and rock; Peter, the 

spokesman of the community; Peter of the 

morning of Pentecost. But, first they lack an 

Andrew who calls them (he lacks an Andrew who 

calls him). 

 

God and the Church do not need thousands of 

Peters. On the contrary they only need one. God 

needs thousands of Andrews who might go with 

his brother and would convert him into one new 

disciple and bring him to Jesus. God needs men 

who know how to answer with acts <the question 

of> where is his brother. 

 

Andrew is a model of the disciple and pastor of 

the Church, and of every type of Christian 

community. 

 

- It is he who follows and lives with Jesus. 
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- It is he who learns, living with Jesus, not so 

much a new doctrine or theory, but a new 

manner of living. 

 

- It is he who disappears so that Christ will 

appear. 

 

- He is not the owner of any kind of 

primogeniture (firstborn), but he looks for 

another who can serve the Lord better than he 

can, and he will cede to him the principal 

position. 

 

- It is he who will lead his disciples to Jesus, not 

to himself. The others will not follow him but will 

follow whom he follows (Jesus). 

 

- It is he who does not make many things or 

everything, but in whom God is able to realize his 

plan, even though he passes into history with the 

obscure and, in its own way, the glorious name 

of “The brother of Peter.” 
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3. LORD SAVE ME (Mt 14, 22-33) 

 

It had been always taught to me that Peter had 

sunk in the waters of the Sea of Tiberiades because 

of his lack of faith. Nevertheless, reading the 

Gospel, other reasons can be found. The incident 

happened in the following manner: 

 

It was a Spring evening, precisely that evening 

that Jesus multiplied the five loaves and the two 

fish on the shore of the small Lake of Tiberiades. 

Once, when the multitude pressed around him he 

ordered his Apostles to gather all that had been 

left over. Afterwards he ordered them to pass over 

to the other side of the lake, to Capharnaum, 

which was the center of operations for Peter and 

his brother Andrew.  In the meantime, Jesus stayed 

on the shore of the Lake... bidding farewell to the 

crowd. Afterwards, he went up the mountain 

which was in front of him, so that he could pray 

alone. 

 

In proportion as it became dark, the sea 

became rough because of the strong wind that 

blew. It was so difficult for the disciples to navigate 

that at four o ‘clock in the morning the ship was 

hardly half way over the sea, held back by the 

waves and shaken by the wind. In 10 hours they 

were not able to row more than six kilometers. 

 

Jesus, who was praying to his Father on the 

mountain, never lost sight of those who were 
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struggling in the midst of the agitated sea. His 

prayer never separated him from his brothers. On 

the contrary, he came to their help. Mark says: 

“Jesus, seeing that they were very tired, as the 

wind was against them, <he?> comes walking on 

the sea.” And John clarifies it: “coming near the 

ship.” 

 

As it was yet dark and they did not expect 

anybody, they were very much afraid and they 

began to shout that it was a ghost. But he 

immediately said to them: “Get hold of yourselves, 

It is I; be not afraid.” (Be of good cheer...) 

 

The tempests, the darkness, the problems need 

not frighten the disciples of Jesus; not even to 

make them believe that they are ghosts or that all 

this comes from Satan. Therefore Jesus responds: 

“Get hold of yourselves” or “Be of good cheer.” 

And after, an order: “Do not fear.” 

 

When one gives up one’s life for Jesus, he takes 

that seriously, and therefore everything that 

happens comes from him, because for those who 

love God all things work together unto good (cf. 

Rom 8, 28). 

 

Immediately took place the scene where Peter 

confessed three times his faith in Jesus. The Gospel 

of Matthew is charged to transmit it in a most 

beautiful way. 
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Peter then said to him, “Lord, if you are he, call 

me to go to you, over the waters.” Let us take note 

very clearly that the first thing that Peter asked 

was not to walk over the waters, but before all that 

the Lord would call him, and that he would make 

him go to Him. 

 

Jesus replies exactly to what Peter asked for. 

“Come,” he said. Never did he say: “Walk over the 

waters,” but “Come to me.” And what is more 

important is not that Peter walked over the 

waters, but that he went towards Jesus. 

 

This passage, like all the life of Peter, has very 

curious things; Simon Peter was a fisherman by 

profession, and without doubt he had experienced 

many tempests and gales in the sea. To this old 

sea-salt there was no fear of the <sea, which> had 

always been as familiar as his brother Andrew or 

his mother-in-law. On the other, hand Jesus having 

been carpenter and he always a fisherman, 

without doubt he knew how to swim better than 

the Artisan of Nazareth. 

 

But, something surprising happened. Who 

knows best asks help of one who can best give it; 

precisely because he can: “Lord, save me,” he 

shouted. Peter turns once again his look to Jesus 

and recognizes him as ‘Lord’ and ‘Savior’. Peter did 

not expect the salvation of himself. No. Even 

though he could save himself, he did not want to 

save himself by his own means. He believes more 
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in Jesus than in himself and he prefers to be saved 

by Jesus. Peter does not see whether Jesus is able 

to swim or not. He sees Jesus, only Jesus, and he 

believes in Jesus. 

 

If Peter had faith in one word of the Savior who 

had called him: “Come;” now he has absolute 

confidence in Jesus himself.  “Jesus at once” 

emphasized the Evangelist, “stretched out his hand 

and caught him,” with his two arms. Jesus Savior 

most merciful, responded immediately at such an 

anxious shout so that Peter was filled with 

confidence. He extended his hand... and Peter, 

whose faith had made him Jump out of the ship, 

returned to confide once again in Jesus, and he 

gave himself totally to him to be saved by him. 

Peter turned to believe for the third time; but now 

not only in one word of Jesus, but in the Lord Jesus 

to whom he had extended his hand in order to 

save him. His faith was total. 

 

And once Jesus had him in his arms, not before, 

he corrected and admonished him: “Man of little 

faith, why have you doubted?” (How little faith 

have you, why did you falter?) (New American 

Bible). 

 

Thus as Jesus did not stay on the mountain 

with his Father, Peter does not stay with Jesus. He 

who has been saved by Jesus <goes?, continues> 

on the encounter with his brothers: “Once they 

had climbed into the boat, the wind died down.” 
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Why did Peter sink in the waters? Because of 

his faith; not because of his Lack of faith. He sank 

because firstly he had faith to cast himself into the 

water, because he had faith in a word of the Lord, 

because he had faith to follow Jesus. The other 

apostles who stayed in the ship, with Jesus never 

sank in the sea, because they never threw 

themselves into it. On another occasion Peter 

denied the Lord because he had the courage to 

follow him, and he did not flee from his house like 

the other disciples. In this story, the faith of Peter 

is manifested more clearly than the doubt of Peter. 

 

For what purpose did Peter sink in the waters? 

Peter sank so as to be able to return and confide in 

the Lord. Peter sank so as to make a new act of 

supreme faith. Peter sank so as to experience the 

salvific mercy of the Lord in a very full way. The 

disciples who remained in the ship did not 

experience the promptitude of the hand of the 

Lord, which is quick to save anyone who shouts 

from the depths: “Lord, save me.” 

 

Where did Peter sink? Peter sank very close to 

Jesus. He did not sink on leaving the ship, but at 

the side of Jesus. Very near the saving hand of 

Jesus. Peter does not teach us to swim but how 

and when to sink: beside Jesus. 

 

When did Jesus rebuke Peter? Not when he 

was sinking, but when he had him in his arms. 
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Generally, the lack of Peter’s faith is 

emphasized. Nevertheless, he had much more 

faith than lack of it. Too much is said about his 

sinking in the waters and very little is said about 

the great stretch of water he walked over. If Peter 

sank when he was only one meter from Jesus, he 

walked 39 meters over some stormy and violent 

waters. 

 

Peter confided three times in the Lord: first in 

his word, second in his person and finally in his 

salvation. 

 

All who follow Jesus will sink in the sea 

sometime, but this will only be to be able to return 

to confide in the saving hand of Jesus and to 

abandon oneself more completely in Him. 

 

That fisherman who had lived on the sea and of 

the sea for many years, found in the sea the Lord 

and Savior the moment he extended his hand to 

him. This, without doubt, was the best fish in 

Peter’s life, or should we say, when the fisherman 

of Capharnaum was fished by the hand of the 

Fisherman of men. 

 

This passage synthesizes formidably what it is 

to be a disciple: 

- He/she who asks to be called by Jesus; 

because, to be a disciple does not depend 

neither in human initiative nor will, but in one 
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word of Jesus which says: “Come.” Nobody can 

go to Jesus if He at first does not call him/her. 

- He/she who listens to the Word, believes in it 

and jumps from the ship to go to Jesus. 

- The disciple is not one who never sinks, but 

one who always returns to confide. He who, on 

the one hand, recognizes the Lordship of Jesus, 

and on the other hand the real necessity to be 

saved. 

- He/she who is corrected by Jesus. 
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4. SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN 

 

There are few things that Jesus spoke about 

<as> frequently as pardon. More than 40 times is 

this theme dealt with in the Gospel. One day, 

teaching them about it, he told them: 

 

“Be on your guard. If your brother does wrong, 

correct him; if he repents forgive him. If he sins 

against you seven times a day, and even seven 

times a day turns back to you saying, ‘I am 

sorry,’ forgive him.”     (Lk 17, 3-4) 

 

Number seven as everyone knows, means 

‘plenitude’: Seven persons were saved from the 

flood in Noah’s Ark. There were seven deacons in 

the primitive Church. John wrote his Apocalypsis to 

the seven Churches, etc. 

 

In this symbolic way, Jesus wanted to teach 

pedagogically to his disciples that they must 

‘always’ pardon. For them it was not easy to admit 

it nor even to do it. 

 

Nevertheless, as time passed, Jesus 

proclaimed, with words each time more audacious 

and with more luminous signs, how the disciples 

should pardon: 

 

- In the discourse of the Sermon on the Mount 

he ventured to say: “Love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you.” 
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- Another day he scandalized the Pharisees by 

washing the feet of a public sinner. Instead of 

refusing her he said: “Your sins are forgiven.”     

(Lk 7, 36-50) 

 

- On another occasion he did not condemn the 

woman taken in adultery, <according?> as the 

Law of Moses ordered (cf. Jn 8, 1-11). 

 

- On the other hand, he was the friend of 

publicans, he was the guest and he ate with 

sinners, and he always said repeatedly that he 

had not come for the just but for sinners. 

 

- And the <worse?, worst> and most 

extraordinary, that no pious Jew could support, 

was when teaching the two most important 

commandments he did not put as a model of 

love of neighbor (a priest or a Levite or the 

Temple or Jerusalem), but a heretic sinner: a 

Samaritan (Lk 10, 25-37). 

 

Some thought that Jesus exaggerated too 

much. Others saw him as a dreamer, and there 

were those who listened carefully to what he said, 

because the preaching of Jesus went against the 

interests of the authorities of Jerusalem. 

 

A very select group were agreed that one had 

to pardon, but only one’s ‘brother’, that is, the 

Israelite, the Jew: anyone who had the same 
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religion. But to pardon the idolater, the heretic, 

the sinner... never!... It would be an attack against 

the God of Sanctity and against the holy people of 

Israel. 

 

All this preoccupied Peter very much, and 

therefore he decided quickly to correct Jesus in 

time, because at the rate he was going he could 

arrive at the extreme of insolence or daring; to give 

his life for sinners. 

 

So <that?> one day Peter stood up in front of 

the Master. For the first time in his life he asked 

politely and solemnly to speak, he imposed silence 

on everyone with his look and he waited patiently 

until Judas had counted some silver coins. Then he 

asked: 

 

“Master, how many times have I to pardon the 

offenses of my brother?” 

 

Peter was asking a question of the Master and 

the most logical thing to do would be to wait for an 

answer. Nevertheless, we already know that Peter 

is neither logical nor can he wait, and he himself 

advances to give the answer: “Is it seven times?” 

 

Peter had prepared his question and his quick 

answer so that Jesus would simply nod in assent 

with his head or say to him: “Blessed are you 

Simon, son of John, because you have answered 

perfectly.” 
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Certainly Peter’s question was very 

tendentious. Therefore he did not want to give 

Jesus an opportunity to answer, and he himself 

grasped the occasion to answer. 

 

Peter was in agreement about pardoning seven 

times, but the condition was only for ones 

‘brother’. According to him, it was not a good thing 

to pardon anybody and everybody. 

 

Jesus did not fall in the nets of the snare that 

Peter extended to him. With patience, and at the 

same time with firmness, he responded: “No, 

Peter. I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 

times seven.” 

 

Some commentators interpret the ‘seventy’ as 

if Jesus emphasized the fact that one must always 

pardon; and they explain this multiplication as if 

Jesus demands not only to pardon always but ever 

and always. 

 

What does this insistence of Jesus mean? That 

it is not enough to pardon always? <But> if seven 

means always and always, why such exaggeration 

and redundancy? 

 

What Jesus referred to with the ‘seventy’ was 

not the number of times that he had pardoned.. 

This had been said very clearly on another 

occasion. Peter was already in agreement. The 
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‘seventy’ refers to the quality of the pardon and 

the way one should pardon. 

 

Therefore, to pardon ‘seventy times’ means to 

pardon with the following seven characteristics, 

which have the divine pardon: 

1) TO PARDON EVERYBODY EVERYTHING: To 

pardon everything no matter what it is: from 

the smallest offense even to very death. 

To pardon everybody, not only the ‘brothers’ 

whom we love and whom we are capable of 

excusing, <but> also the enemies: those who 

hate us, those who have spoken ill of us, the 

communist, the protestant, the prostitute, 

those whom we believe are worse than us even 

though, perhaps, they may be preferred before 

us in the kingdom of Heaven. 

2) TO PARDON THOSE WHO OFFEND US: Even 

though he does not ask our pardon. It does not 

mean to pardon those who repent but all those 

who have offended us; even though he may not 

turn to us, we pardon him. It was thus that Jesus 

taught us in the Our Father: “forgive those who 

offend us.” 

3) IMMEDIATELY AND UNCONDITIONALLY: Not 

letting the sun go down on our anger, so that it 

won’t remain to darken our hearts. And not 

putting conditions on our pardon; with 

demanding some type of payment in order to 

pardon, without black-mailing or making feel 

bad the one who offends us. 
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4) FORGETTING THE OFFENSE: Without returning 

to take it into account for the future. Without 

throwing it in the person’s face the next time. 

Without taking any revenge against the brother: 

to pardon without forgetting is not to pardon. 

5) RETURNING LOST CONFIDENCE: To return to 

confide in the brother as before the fault was 

committed, like Jesus returned to have 

confidence in Peter after his three denials. 

6) RETURNING GOOD FOR THE EVIL RECEIVED: 

Because the only way to overcome evil is not 

<to?> suffering it with resignation or <merely> 

pardoning it, but RETURNING GOOD FOR EVIL. 

7) PARDONING FROM THE HEART (Mt 18, 23-

35): That is, not only with words but with 

merciful and compassionate love,, being more 

sorrowful, because our brother has become an 

offender than because we ourselves were 

offended. 

 

...And in this way the disciples of Jesus must 

pardon always. 
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5. THE TWO ‘NEVERS’ OF PETER 

 

Only persons with the temperament of Peter 

would dare to be so determined and to affirm 

categorically what they themselves ignore or 

doubt. 

 

Peter had always been distinguished for his 

premature initiatives and his valiant decisions. But 

during the Last Supper he reaches the extreme of 

his impetuosity. On the one hand he wants to 

decide the plans of Jesus: “Never will you wash my 

feet,” and on the other hand he is too sure of 

himself: “Never will I deny you!’ And as always, 

none of the two things result as he wants them to. 

He finishes asking to be washed, not only his feet, 

but also his hands and his head. Later he will 

reiterate his denials one after the other. 

 

Jesus never refuses Peter. He accepts and he 

loves him, middling as he is, so that Peter in turn 

may accept himself and recognize that he needs a 

Master. 

 

This is the starting point of the transformation 

of Simon: to accept himself as he is, as Jesus 

accepts him, even though it may cost him a night 

of bitter tears. 
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Never Will You Wash My Feet (Jn 13, 1-18): 

 

During the Supper of the Lord, which was 

carried out along the typical lines of the Jewish 

Paschal supper, and which according to the 

account of the three synoptic <Gospels> 

corresponds to the Last Supper, St. John narrates 

for us one of the most significant episodes in which 

Jesus teaches His disciples with his own example, 

and afterwards he explains the meaning of what 

he has done. Here is the account: 

 

“Before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus 

realized that the hour had come for him to 

pass from this world to the Father. He had 

loved his own in this world and would show 

his love for them to the end.”     (Jn 13, 1) 

 

“Jesus knowing that his hour had come”: Jesus 

is fully conscious of his ‘hour’. Nobody takes his 

life. He gives it voluntarily. The Pentecost of Jesus 

is the step from this world to the Father. 

 

“During the Supper... he rises from the table 

and takes off his cloak. He picks up a towel and 

ties it round himself. Then he poured water 

into a basin and began to wash the feet of his 

disciples.”     (Jn 13, 3-5) 

 

That same night he had asked his disciples: 

Who is the greatest? He who sits at table or he 

who serves? Jesus himself is going to answer the 



 

 

45 

 

question. The greatest gets up from the table to 

begin to serve:  

 

“He takes off his cloak.” Clothing, to the 

oriental mind, is an external manifestation of the 

person and of his dignity. Jesus, as an expression of 

extreme love for his own, divests and empties 

himself, taking the condition of a servant. 

 

He comes to Simon Peter. He asked him, “Lord, 

are you going to wash my feet?” 

 

Peter, as was customary does not understand 

and he Judges according to the criteria of authority 

of this world. The reaction of Peter is normal to 

every man. How, is <it that> ‘the Lord’ going to 

wash the feet of his disciples...? And it is <in> that 

<one the one hand?, way that> Peter knows who 

Jesus is. He has already confessed before how. 

<As>: 

 

MASTER: “Only you have the words of eternal 

life” (Jn 6, 68). 

 

MESSIAH: “You are the Messiah... the Son of 

the living God” (Mt 16, 16). 

 

LORD: Thus had he recognized him in the 

sea of Tiberiades: “Lord save me” (Mt 14, 30). 

 

With these replies, an examination in 

Christology would have been perfectly answered, 
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but certainly he had not yet understood essentially 

who Christ was: “What I do, you do not understand 

now. You will understand it later,” is not like the 

rest of the lords and masters of this world, and 

that he had not come to be served but to serve 

(Mt 20, 28) and to wash the feet of his disciples. 

 

Peter emphatically refuses and therefore he 

replies decisively and definitively: “Never will you 

wash my feet.” And that means that to be served, 

also one need humility. The auto-sufficiency does 

not give the opportunity for others to serve us, and 

deprives us at the same time of the beautiful 

experience that there is greater happiness in giving 

than in receiving (Acts 20, 35). 

 

Peter acts in this manner because he has not 

yet understood that evangelical authority is not a 

sign of power, but a capacity to serve one that is 

loved. He will understand it later, when the 

complete truth will be revealed. 

 

Only the friends of Jesus know that the master 

of the house has come to serve. This is a secret 

that the servants do not know, nobody but his 

friends. Peter, more than anybody, must 

understand it perfectly, because in the plan of 

Jesus he will be the rock upon which he is to build 

his Church.  

 

Jesus does not make it compulsory; he only 

replies, “If I do not wash you, you have no part 
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with me.” And before such a categorical 

disjunction, Peter changed radically: ““Lord, then 

not only my feet, but my hands and my head.” 

Trying to have a part with Jesus, he is disposed to 

give all. Without doubt Peter still thought in 

material benefits and therefore his interest is 

evident. 

 

And <for?, to> his surprise, Jesus replies. “No 

Peter, only your feet.” Peter wanted that Jesus 

would also wash his head and his hands. But, in the 

plan of Jesus it was only to wash the feet, even 

though Peter might say the contrary. 

 

The Evangelist already transmits to us the reply 

of Peter, who without doubt turned to reply, and 

he insisted once again that Jesus would wash 

everything. If, at the beginning, it had been 

perceived impossible that the Master would wash 

the feet, now it seems incomprehensible to him 

why he does not wash completely. How difficult it 

is to accept that Jesus washes only the feet. 

 

Some, with false humility, do not want to leave 

the washing of the feet to Jesus. Others, with 

subtle pride, do not accept that Jesus does not also 

wash <feet?, head> and hands. While the former 

believe <themselves> to be clean, the latter want 

to be. 

 

Peter should not decide what is going to be 

washed. The important thing is not to be 
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completely washed, but to be washed in 

accordance with the plan of Jesus. Only He knows 

what should be done, and He is going to do it 

according to his will. Also the stains that stay on us 

would enter into his plan, wanting to follow it and 

to be able to be more understanding with the 

weak. 

 

“Do you understand what I have done with 

you?” Jesus asks of those who without doubt had 

not yet understood anything. Therefore, he himself 

explains it. 

 

“You call me ‘Master and Lord’ and you say 

well. Because if I am Master and Lord, and have 

washed your feet, you also must wash one 

another’s feet. What I just did was to give you 

an example. As I have done, so you must do. 

Once you know all these things, blest will you 

be if you put them into practice.     (Jn 13, 14-

16) 

 

The rite of the Paschal Supper finished with the 

intonation of the psalms of praise and thanksgiving 

of the small and great Hallel (cf. Ps 113-118; 136). 

St. Mark narrates for us that, 

 

“having sung hymns, they went out towards 

the Mount of Olives.”     (Mk 14, 26) 

 

The Mount of Olives is a strategic balcony from 

which one can contemplate all the splendor and 
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beauty of the city of David. It was already night, 

and while for the first time in Spring, Jerusalem 

slept under the light of a full moon, Jesus 

pronounced some tragic words under the shadow 

of the olive trees which were scattered all along 

the Garden of Gethsemane. With a poetic figure of 

Zechariah (7, 13) he predicted the drama of his 

passion and how he would be abandoned by his 

own, contrasting diametrically with the hymns of 

thanksgiving which he had just sung. 

 

“Tonight your faith in me will be shaken, for 

the Scripture has it: ‘I will strike the shepherd. 

And the sheep of the flock will be dispersed.’“     

(Mk 26, 31) 

 

Before Jesus finished, Peter interrupted him 

violently, moving his head and confirming with his 

right hand: 

 

“Though all may all have their faith in you 

shaken, I will never disown you.”     (Mt 26, 33) 

 

Jesus listened to him, but he didn’t pay much 

attention to him, and he continues: 

 

“You will look for me, but where I am going you 

cannot come.”     (Jn 13, 33) 

 

Again, Peter continues without being in 

agreement, and he turns to interrupt for the 
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second time the master, and even to the extent of 

challenging him: 

 

“Why cannot I not follow you <know?, now>?” 

 

-and he adds with astonishing security - 

 

“I will lay down my life for you.”     (Jn 13, 37) 

 

Peter acts like a child. He asks for reasons and 

explanations which he himself is not able to 

understand. He does not accept the things 

<anymore?, merely> because they come from the 

Master. Jesus, for his part, is understanding and 

patient. He turns personally to Peter and he calls 

him by his name: 

 

“You will lay down your life for me, will you? I 

tell you truly, the cock will not crow before you 

have three times disowned me.”     (Jn 13, 38) 

 

Then Peter, who was making a great effort to 

contain himself exploded with impetuosity. St. 

Mark records that he insisted time and again: 

 

“Even if I have to die with you I will never deny 

you.”     (Mk 14, 31) 

 

Jesus did not reply to him then. With a person 

so auto-sufficient as Peter, it is impossible and 

useless to dialogue, Only the evidence of his acts 

will silence him. 
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A little later, while Jesus lived through the most 

bitter and anxious moments of his existence, not 

far from there, Peter sleeps. He who had affirmed 

so valiantly that he would give his life was not able 

to watch even one hour. 

 

Later, Judas arrives accompanied by the Roman 

cohort, the Temple guards, as if they were to 

apprehend a robber or an evildoer, “with torches, 

lamps and arms” (Jn 18, 3). If we read thoroughly 

the account of St. John, we will note that Jesus 

gives himself up voluntarily. Without offering any 

resistance <he> lets himself be arrested and tied, 

not allowing himself even to be defended by the 

sword of Peter, which cuts the first ear of the 

night. 

 

Something very strange appears in this act. It is 

illogical that Peter would cut with a sword of the 

army only one ear. And more absurd is the fact 

that he cuts the right ear of Malchus. It was easier 

to cut the left... so as not to attack cowardly from 

the back. And to be thus, it was easier to kill him 

than to cut off his ear. But no, Peter has nothing of 

the coward. What happened was that, among the 

thousand things that he did not know <what?, 

how> to do, was how to use a sword. All his life he 

was a peaceful fisherman and in the last three 

years he had never got any military training. Peter 

was not made to be a guerrilla fighter. On the 

contrary. 
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Jesus is tied and first brought to the house of 

Annas for the religious process: that before being 

judged, it had already been decided that he be 

sentenced to death. 

 

“The Chief Priest asked Jesus about his doctrine 

and his disciples.” 

 

- Jesus did not reply to his questions, but he 

replied - 

 

“Why do you ask me? Ask those who have 

heard what I have said.”     (Jn 18, 21) 

 

Jesus does not defend himself. His only 

defenders are those who have heard him. It is to 

them that he must ask about Jesus. Outside, 

around some burning embers, there is one who in 

Cesaria Philipi has answered perfectly who is Jesus. 

 

The picture could not be more contrasting. 

While Jesus responds to the High Priest that only 

his own are capable of giving testimony of him, 

outside, Peter, affirms and repeats three times 

that he does not know Jesus... and nevertheless, 

Peter did not tell lies. Really, he did not yet know 

Jesus. The day when he knows the Truth 

completely he will not deny him; not only that, he 

will shed his blood for him. Peter told the truth 

three times, and so that they might believe, he 
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swore and he cursed with all the vigor of a good 

fisherman. 

 

He had not yet finished the long list of 

imprecations and curses when, 

 

“the cock crew and at the same time the Lord 

turned and looked at Peter.”     (Lk 22, 60) 

 

While the echo of the crowing of the cock still 

resounded, Peter felt as if the loving eyes of Jesus 

were fixed on him profoundly. It was the same look 

<by> which, three years ago beside the Sea of 

Tiberiades, he had been seduced, and he had been 

allowed to be seduced (Mk 1, 16). 

 

We <not?, note> how Jesus does not 

pronounce even one word of reproach. His look is 

the same look that renews his first invitation, when 

the fisherman of Tiberiades had left his nets on the 

shore to follow him. It is not a look to emphasize 

the infidelity of Peter, but to stress the fidelity of 

Jesus, who says to him: “Come follow me.” Jesus 

knows all things and if Peter denied him, it was 

because before he had the courage to follow him. 

 

Peter does not resist such a loving look of 

pardon and of confidence, therefore St. Luke tells 

us that: 

 

“...going out, he began to cry bitterly.”     (Lk 

22, 62) 
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Peter, noting his cowardice and misery, cries 

bitterly, perhaps accusing himself of a sin that 

Jesus never reproached him of. Only an interior 

voice that asked him, consoled him: “Simon, son of 

John, to cry is to know that one does not love. Is 

<it?> not that the same as to love?” 
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6. PETER’S LAST FISHING EXPIDITION (Jn 21, 1-14) 

 

The Lake of Genezarech is intimately connected 

with the profession of Peter and the most 

important happenings of his life. 

 

In that small lake, which boasts of the 

exaggerated name of the Sea of Tiberiades, is 

where the last fishing expedition of Peter takes 

place, precisely the day that Jesus appears for the 

third time to his disciples after rising from the dead 

(cf. Jn 21, 14). 

 

The account is so simple that one could easily 

overlook its profound meaning: 

 

“Assembled were Simon Peter, Thomas 

(‘The Twin’), Nathaniel from Cana of 

Galilee, Zebedee’s sons and two other 

disciples. Simon Peter said to them: ‘I am 

going out to fish. ‘We will join you,’ they 

replied.”     (Jn 21, 2-3a) 

 

We note clearly that it is Peter who takes the 

initiative: “I am going out to fish.” The others 

accompany him: “We will join you,” even though 

some of them, as Nathaniel of Galilee, have not 

the least idea of how to fish. Peter, fishermen, 

some experts, others not so, from his boat. 

 

But after having spent long hours of the night 

pulling at the net now and again, the light of the 
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dawn found the boat empty; fourteen arms, and 

the spirit of everyone is crestfallen, Would it be the 

fault of those, who without knowing anything 

about fishing, had invited themselves? Would it be 

because, after three years of being with Jesus, the 

old fishermen had forgotten their profession? 

 

The reason is not important. Weighed down 

and sleepy they finished their night of fishing, and 

in the silence that always accompanies failure, they 

could only hear the oars which hit the water of the 

avaricious Sea of Tiberiades... When they were 

within some 100 meters of the shore, they saw the 

silhouette of a man drawn against the background 

of the shore. The half-light of the dawn did not 

allow them to recognize him. 

 

Suddenly, the mysterious passer-by broke the 

silence: “Children, have you caught any fish?” By 

his manner of questioning it would seem that he 

expected a negative answer. The fishermen were 

not going to give any explanations, and they 

answered dryly: “No.” Then he ordered them with 

a strong cry: “Throw the net out to the right and 

you will find fish.” All were so tired that they had 

no desire to go out again, but rather to retire and 

to go to sleep. But the mysterious power of that 

man was so surprising that they obeyed without 

replying. 

 

The result was greater than they could ever 

imagine, so that ‘they were not able to draw in the 
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nets with the abundance of fish.” The Greek text of 

the Gospel gives <us> to understand that they had 

to redouble their efforts to take in the net. 

 

<When?, Then> the astonishment and the 

surprise made them believe what they dreamed: 

 

“the disciple whom Jesus loved says to Peter: 

‘It is the Lord.’ When Peter heard, ‘it is the 

Lord’, he put on his clothes and launched out 

to sea.” 

 

It was three years since Peter had left not only 

his nets, but with them the greatest amount of fish 

of his career, to follow Jesus. The scene turns to 

repeat itself with very significant likenesses and 

differences. On that occasion Peter had said: 

 

“Depart from me because I am a sinner.” 

 

Now it is he who launches impetuously to meet 

Jesus, spurred on by his great love and faith. 

 

Nevertheless, <he?, we> have to notice three 

curious things about Peter this time: 

 

- He is the same Peter as always, who acts 

against all logic: to swim comfortably and 

rapidly he puts on awkward clothing. 

 

- On the other hand, he was the chief of the 

operation, and when the work was most 
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difficult he didn’t mind leaving the others 

alone. He went with Jesus. 

 

The most important thing for a chief or a leader 

is to be with Jesus. That is the place for an 

authentic leader. 

 

- And the most astonishing, when Peter goes, it 

seems that everything becomes easier and 

even gets on better: 

 

“The other disciples came to the ship, some 

rowing and others dragging the net with the 

fish.” 

 

When a leader with many qualities is absent 

because he goes with Jesus, other leaders rise up: 

because then the least expert and the most timid 

have more confidence to work, as they don’t feel 

the pressure of the experienced leader, and they 

can do the work better. 

 

The leaders who do everything well must leave 

all things, from time to time, to go with Jesus, and 

to let others do what they cannot while they are 

there. 

 

“On coming ashore they saw that there were 

some embers with a fish on it and bread. 

 

Jesus had already prepared the breakfast. Jesus 

had asked them if they had anything for breakfast 
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and it was he himself who gave it to his disciples. 

Always, when Jesus asks something, it is because 

deep down <it is that?> he wants to give 

something. Nevertheless, he asks that they too 

contribute to <it from> the fruit of their work: 

“Bring some of the fish that you are just after 

catching,” he says to everybody. 

 

Simon Peter did not wait. He went: “he went 

aboard and brought ashore a net full of 153 big 

fish.” The meaning is most beautiful and profound. 

If Peter had taken the initiative for fishing, he had 

directed the work all night, he also had to 

terminate it. We note also that Peter alone 

brought ashore the net full of 153 fish. What 

before had been difficult for seven men he did all 

by himself, apparently without any problem. In the 

other the account of Luke 5, the fish were great, 

the net was one, and the ship also one (there was 

one net and one ship). 

 

The net signifies the Church which gathers 

men. St. Jerome tells us that the ancient Greek and 

Latin zoologists classify 153 varieties of fish existing 

in the sea. That means, the net of the Church is 

appropriate for all kinds of men whatever their 

condition: rich and poor, Russians and Americans, 

black, whites and yellow-skinned, traditionalists 

and progressives, good and bad, saints and sinners, 

Arabs and Jews, charismatics, Cursillistasts and 

Opus Dei, those who believe and those who lack 
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faith. All, absolutely all, can be within the only net 

of the Church, without breaking it. 

 

St. John tells us that,  

 

“in spite of the great number the net was not 

torn.”     (Jn 21, 11) 

 

Nevertheless, there is one very important detail: all 

the fish were ‘big’. Big in the mentality of the Bible 

means ‘servant’. 

 

The greatest is the one that serves his brothers. 

Therefore, the condition that exists to belong to 

the Church of Jesus is to be big, to be at the service 

of others, to be big in love. 

 

Peter is responsible for the fishing but it must 

be a community effort. It is not possible to launch 

efficaciously the net of the Gospel if there is not a 

community witness. Nevertheless, it is Jesus who 

indicates what has to be done, because nobody 

can fish any other way. 

 

This is the last fishing Peter does: he catches 

153 big fish. Once that is done he will not return to 

fish, as there will be no more fish to be caught. 

Peter end his companions, directed by Jesus, 

continue fishing in all the seas of the world. 

 

The last fishing expedition of Peter has not 

finished. He will continue in front of his ship until 



 

 

61 

 

the event of the Final Day, when the Lord will 

return in triumph to participate with his own in the 

Banquet which he himself has prepared. 
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MASTER AND PASTOR – PART II 
 

7. FROM FISHERMAN TO PASTOR 

(Jn 21, 15-17) 

 

One day, as Jesus was walking along the shores 

of the Sea of Tiberiades, “he saw” Simon the 

Galilean, who threw out the nets, and he called 

him to have him converted into “a fisher of men.” 

 

Three years afterwards, the Lord Jesus, Risen 

and Glorified, full of all the power of heaven and 

earth, definitely changed his profession to make 

him a ‘pastor’ of the flock. 

 

The Gospel story as related by John is as short 

and simple <and?,as> it is profound and full of 

meaning: 

 

It was the dawn of that glorious day that Jesus 

arose and appeared for the third time to his 

disciples. The sun had scarcely begun to gild the 

waters of the Sea of Tiberiades. Then, Jesus took 

Simon Peter apart, and together, they began to 

walk the length of the shore where one day, Peter 

had left his nets and his boat. 

 

The waves gently bathed the feet of the 

passers-by and Jesus began the ‘dialogue of 

fidelity’: 
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“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” 

 

Peter answered with assurance and threw himself 

forward, as was characteristic of him: 

 

“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you more than 

these.” 

 

And Jesus replied: 

 

“Feed my lambs.” 

 

A little later Jesus turned to ask: 

 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

 

In accord with the question of Jesus, Peter was 

not yet sure if his love was greater than the others. 

He limited it simply to the confirmation of his own 

love: 

 

“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

 

And also, for the second time, Jesus confirmed it: 

 

“Feed my lambs.” 

 

Moments afterwards, while the sun shone fully 

on the face of Simon, Jesus turned to ask: 

 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
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The evangelist, who wasn’t far away from the 

scene, tells us that Peter was saddened that Jesus 

should have asked him three times whether he 

loved him. Poor Peter concentrated more on the 

question of Jesus than on the answer which Jesus 

gave each time the question was answered. 

Therefore, with tears in his eyes and a lump in his 

throat he replied: 

 

“Jesus, you are the good shepherd who knows 

each one of your sheep. You know me well; 

why do you ask me if I love you? You know all 

things Lord, you know that I love you.” 

 

And Jesus, for the third time confided to him the 

responsibility of pastor: 

 

“Feed my sheep.” 

 

The commentators of this passage have always 

wanted to see in this triple affirmation of the love 

of Peter, his re-vindication because of his three 

denials in the palace of Annas. They even have 

begun to say that the embers lit by Jesus (versicle 

9) were so that Peter would recall the bonfire 

around which he warmed himself when he denied 

his Master. The reality is very different. 

 

In the first place, the pardon of Jesus is not 

regulated by the law of Retaliation: many times he 
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denies and many other times he is obliged to 

confess his love. 

 

On the other hand, Peter had already been 

pardoned since before the fall. During the Last 

Supper Jesus said to him. 

 

“Simon, Simon! Remember that Satan has 

asked for you, to sift you all like wheat. But I 

have prayed for you that your faith may not 

fail. You in turn must strengthen your 

brothers.”     (Lk 22, 31-32) 

 

Perhaps the prayer of Jesus was not 

immediately listened to by his Father? Neither was 

that loving look of Jesus enough when the cock 

crew? The bitter tears of Peter were not taken as a 

sign of repentance? 

 

To think that Peter needed to manifest his love 

three times to compensate for the triple denial 

would be to have a very poor and limited idea of 

divine pardon. The Lord is not like AeroMexico 

which always has to be reconfirming because of 

the insecurity of the people who do not listen (that 

means that AeroMexico has to be constantly 

reconfirming people in their flights because they 

do not listen attentively enough the first time). The 

Lord is not like that. The Lord attends to us even 

before we speak, and responds to us even without 

having called (cf. Is 65, 24). 
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Jesus does not need that Peter would confirm 

his love. It was Peter who wanted that Jesus would 

confirm his mission. That is the real meaning of this 

key passage. More than the fidelity of Peter, the 

fidelity of Jesus would stand out. 

 

The most important part of this dialogue is not 

what Jesus asked nor what Peter answered, but 

what Jesus responds again and again: 

 

“Feed my lambs; feed my sheep.” 

 

Thus, perhaps, the essential part of this 

passage is not the triple confession of Peter, but 

the triple commission of Jesus. The profession of 

love is at the service of the mission that he 

confides to him, that he confirms and reconfirms. 

 

The risen Lord Jesus gave the responsibility to 

Peter to be shepherd of his flock. If until then, we 

have always found Simon beside a ship with some 

nets in his hand, now it will be different. He 

abandons forever the sea and he heads for new 

pastures. He will not return again to plow through 

the violent and stormy waves of the Sea of 

Tiberiades in his boat, but he will walk along calm 

waters. 

 

He changed his boat of a fisherman for the 

crook of the shepherd. He left definitively his nets 

on the shore and he hung his sandals of <the> 

fisherman in a corner of his house. Peter was not a 
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fisherman anymore. He was already the pastor of 

the flock of Jesus. 

 

The fisherman gathers all the fish in his net, the 

pastor knows each one of his sheep. The fisherman 

fills his boat with fish, while the pastor is worried 

about each sheep. The fisherman is a missioner 

who produces believers, the pastor makes them 

grow and leads them to sanctity. This is precisely 

the new mission that Peter gets. 

 

Some very fundamental things are deduced 

from this small account: 

 

- Firstly, the flock does not belong to Peter. 

 

Jesus says to him: 

 

“Feed my lambs... Feed my sheep.” 

 

- The flock is always belonging to Jesus only, who 

is the Pastor of pastors (the Shepherd of 

shepherds). Certainly, Peter participates in the 

mission and authority of Jesus, but he is also a 

servant. The Church does not belong to Peter 

nor to Paul: it is they who belong to the 

Church: servants of the servants of God at the 

service of Christ. 

 

- Jesus alone has a flock of sheep and lambs; 

there is variety in unity. In charge of this flock 

Jesus places Simon, son of John. 
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- To be a pastor is conceded only by the risen 

Jesus. Nobody can appropriate the authority of 

feeding the flock if Jesus Glorified does not 

concede it. It does not depend on the human 

need but on the divine will. 

 

- And perhaps the most important thing: Only he 

can be pastor of the sheep of Jesus if he has a 

profound love for the Owner of the flock. It is 

not possible to mind with love the things of 

Jesus without first loving unconditionally Jesus 

himself. A love without reserve is the 

indispensable condition for feeding the flock of 

Jesus. 

 

If John is the ‘beloved disciple of Jesus’, Peter is 

‘the disciple that loved Jesus’, and therefore he 

must occupy himself with the things of the Father 

of Jesus. The only condition that Jesus asked of the 

Rock of the Church was not his brilliant 

intelligence, nor his organizing capacity, nor even 

his fidelity. The only thing that he asked for was his 

love, real and total, hundred per cent. Only he who 

has this love can be pastor of the flock; he who 

hasn’t got it better dedicate himself to something 

else. 

 

Peter the pastor is in the middle of his sheep. 

These call him by name and he listens to their 

voice. Peter the pastor will always be a disciple of 

the Pastor of Pastors, Jesus. 
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8. PETER AND THE ELEVEN (Acts 2, 1-36) 

 

The apostles are the bridge that unites the 

historic Jesus with all the history of the Church, 

and in this task Peter played a very particular role. 

 

During the time that preceded his Ascension, 

Jesus ordered his apostles time and time again not 

to leave the holy city of Jerusalem, but that they 

should wait for the fulfillment of the Promise of 

the Father: 

 

“John baptized with water, but within a few 

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit... 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes down on you; then you are to be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 

Samaria, yes, and even to the ends of the 

earth.”     (Acts 1, 5-8) 

 

They obeyed the order punctually. They went 

to an upstairs room where they stayed and they 

devoted themselves to constant prayer: 

 

“...in the upstairs room there were staying, 

Peter, John, James... Together they devoted 

themselves to constant prayer. There were 

some women in their company, and Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”     (Acts 1, 

13-15) 
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There were two outstanding persons in this 

small group of prayer, where fraternal love 

reigned: Peter, who as always is named first of the 

list, and Mary who gets the most beautiful title of 

“the mother of Jesus.” 

 

Peter, before beginning to fulfill the mission of 

pastoring the flock of Jesus prays in the company 

of Mary. To be a pastor of the sheep of Jesus one 

must have firstly ‘the same feeling’ as the mother 

of Jesus and to pray with her expecting a new 

effusion of the Spirit. Peter is the pastor that prays 

with her. St. John is the disciple that receives Mary 

in his house. Thus, as one cannot be a true disciple 

who does not know and love Mary as a Mother, so 

it is not possible to be an authentic pastor without 

an intimate communion of life and prayer with the 

mother of the Pastor of pastors. 

 

The city of Jerusalem could not have lived a 

more exciting time than <the> seven weeks after 

the Pasch. The Temple was vested magnificently to 

celebrate a day of Glory: the feast of Pentecost. In 

the meantime, the small community of the 

Apostles waited with impatience for Jesus to fulfill 

his Word, to send on them the Promise of the 

Father. 

 

Suddenly, when nobody imagined it: 

 

“There came from the sky a noise like a strong 

driving wind, which was heard all through the 
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house where they were seated, praying.”     

(Acts 2, 2) 

 

It was the force of the Holy Spirit, which he 

possessed, <coming> over each and every one of 

those present there. It was Jesus, full of the Holy 

Spirit, who baptized his own in fire. 

 

On the occasion of the Feast there had gone up 

to Jerusalem “pious Jews” from the four cardinal 

points, For this day, the city of David was 

transformed into the capital of the faith. There 

were there Parthians, Medes, and Elamites. They 

had come from Pontus, Mesopotamia and Asia. In 

a word, from ‘all nations under the sun’. All those, 

on hearing that strange noise in the sky, did not 

repair to the Temple, but to the Cenacle, where 

they found the apostles speaking and proclaiming 

in all the languages of the land the wonderful 

works of God. 

 

All were dumbfounded and could make nothing 

out of what had happened. “‘What does this 

mean?’ they asked one another.” Others, in turn, 

scoffed before understanding it. The last who 

came, on hearing the apostles, believed that they 

were still dreaming, as it was scarcely nine o’clock 

in the morning. 

 

“Then, Peter, stood up with the Eleven,” <and> 

announced the Good News of the Salvation in 

Jesus. 
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 The contents of this evangelic message were as 

simple as they were short: Jesus died for our sins, 

had risen, constituted Lord and Messiah, and 

offered a new life to all who would be converted. 

 

If we read his discourse in the Acts of the 

Apostles (2, 14-36), we will notice that it took no 

more than three minutes to convert 3,000 souls 

that morning. Another evening, preaching the 

same message in front of Solomon’s Portico, it 

lasted only two minutes and converted five 

thousand persons... perhaps if it had lasted <only> 

one minute it would convert all Jerusalem. 

 

There are many preachers who do not follow 

the example of Peter, and as they do not succeed 

in convincing their hearers, they strive to have 

their homilies as long as possible, and the only 

thing they achieve is to put to sleep their bored 

listeners. There are others who, after three 

thousand homilies, do not succeed in getting even 

one conversion. 

 

<Would?, Could> it be that, instead of 

transmitting the Word of God, they dedicate the 

time to giving a summary of the latest movie, the 

most recent modern novel, the news of the day, or 

the same homily all the time, which says nothing 

neither to themselves nor to the listeners? 

 

Apart from the simplicity of the message that 

Peter proclaimed that glorious Pentecost morning, 
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we must bear in mind that he did not present it 

alone, but, “Peter and the Eleven,” as St. Luke tells 

us. 

 

The Eleven did not accompany him as a kind of 

decoration, but the fact that they were living 

together was a very eloquent homily in itself, and 

an evident demonstration that Christ lived in them 

and offered a new manner of living to all men: the 

community of love. 

 

For, however clear or simple was the message 

of Peter, the efficacy of what he said had to be 

clear. 

 

Nobody would be inclined to believe it, if in 

some way it was not possible to prove its truth. 

The community was this sign: 

 

“Those who believed shared all things in 

common; they were of one heart and one 

mind. None of them claimed anything as his 

own; rather, everything was held in common.”     

(Acts 2, 44; 4, 32) 

 

“Peter and the Eleven” did not proclaim any 

theory, but a testimony of life. The community was 

the sign of the presence of the Kingdom and that 

the risen Christ had made his dwelling among men. 

Therefore Jesus had said: “You will be witnesses of 

me,” because, having had the experience of the 

new life in Christ, they transmitted with their 
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example what they preached in words. The life of 

union in faith and love testified <to> the 

resurrection of Jesus. The community is the 

evident manifestation of the salvation of Jesus. 

 

Evangelization will only be efficacious when the 

Word of God is preached and not the theories of 

men, and (when) the Word of God is accompanied 

by a new manner of living; when the proclamation 

is not only the announcement of a promise, but 

when it is evident that it exists and that a new 

manner of life is possible. 

 

Only a community full of the Holy Spirit can be 

a proof that Christ is risen and that he lives with his 

own. 

 

But the community is not enough. It must be 

full of the Holy Spirit and it must preach “with 

great courage, with cures, signs and prodigies,” as 

love and unity is the principal sign that will make 

the world believe. 

 

Neither is it enough to be an individual full of 

the Holy Spirit. Evangelization is much more than 

an individual or personal thing. No one can 

evangelize unless he is sent: (cf. Rom 10, 15). 

<Likewise>, if he does not live in the communion of 

love with the faith of the whole Church, because it 

is the whole Church that evangelizes. 
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The Church does not evangelize with words 

alone. She herself is a living evangelist and an 

expression of the love of the Father, and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. She is the great gift of God to 

the world. She, before being the answer of man to 

God, is the answer of God to the needs of man. 

 

If evangelization means to make present and 

efficacious the salvation of Jesus, the community 

realizes it in an effective manner in that it is the 

manifestation of a new life brought by Jesus; not 

preaching a beautiful theory but demonstrating an 

act and giving testimony that Jesus risen has made 

it possible to live a different manner of life. Not as 

the world lives, but as sons of God. 

 

So as not to expose oneself to the failure of 

Paul the solitary, who, leaving his companions in 

Berea, preached alone in Athens (cf. Acts 17, 10-

34), it is necessary to live and announce the Gospel 

backed up by a true and real community, that may 

be an evident sign of the salvation brought by 

Jesus. 

 

Peter and the Eleven <know> how to proclaim 

powerfully and efficaciously the message of 

salvation. From here on we shall never find Simon 

alone. He will be always with his brethren all his 

life, to help, serve and comfort them. Peter, as 

master, makes use of a wonderful pedagogy which 

he learned from Jesus himself. He showed with 

acts the truth that he announced with words. 
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9. THE AUTHORITY OF PETER 

 

Unfortunately, in our world there are chiefs, 

presidents and military who rule with violence and 

severity as if they were absolute lords. For that 

reason, we have formed a false idea of the 

meaning of authority. 

 

The evangelical sense of authority is something 

totally different: 

 

“Yet it cannot be that way with you. Let the 

greater among you be as the junior, the leader 

as the servant.”     (Lk 22, 26) 

 

In nobody better than Simon Peter, can we see 

how clearly they understood these words of the 

Master. 

 

The authority of Peter, like all authority, is but 

a participation in the authority of Jesus, to whom 

has been given power in heaven and on earth (cf. 

Mt 28, 18). All authority flows from the Lordship of 

Jesus, who, being Master and Lord, does not 

behave like the chiefs of this world, He has not 

come to be served but to serve and to give his life. 

 

We must recognize the preponderant role of 

Simon Peter among the apostles. St. Matthew calls 

him “the first” (Mt 10, 2) and his name appears 

213 times in the New Testament. Catholics and 

Protestants are in agreement that he occupies a 
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special place among the Twelve. In what does his 

authority consist? We do not want to enter into a 

discussion about a definition. We would prefer to 

describe it. 

 

 

Authority Of Service And Administration: 

 

The authority of the Church, like that of Jesus, 

is an authority of service: never of power, like that 

of tyrannical chiefs. 

 

If Peter is the greatest <it> is because 

<before?> he has been the least; because it is he 

who serves. He himself, writing to the pastors of 

the Church, says to them: 

 

“God’s flock is in your midst; give it a 

shepherd’s care. Watch over it willingly as God 

would have you do, not under constraint, and 

not for shameful profit either, but generously. 

Be examples to the flock, not lording it over 

those assigned to you, so that when the chief 

Shepherd appears you will win for yourselves 

the unfading crown of glory.”     (1 Pt 5, 2-4) 

 

It is not a privilege, as the apostles thought, 

and for which they had argued and fought many 

times, but a responsibility. Jesus describes it 

perfectly when he says to Peter: 
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“You in turn, must strengthen your brothers”     

(Lk 22, 32) 

 

Strengthen:  

 

(confirm) means to fortify the weak, to help, to 

educate, to let grow. It is the work of a father for 

his sons, not that of the director of a hospice or a 

bureaucratic functionary. 

 

Your Brothers:  

 

If the mission is similar to a paternity, the way to 

carry it out is like that of a brother for his brother. 

 

“To the elders among you I, <a> fellow elder... 

make this appeal...” (1 Pt 5, 1). 

 

Peter is the servant of the servants of God. 

 

Another day, Jesus, responding to a question of 

Peter, said to him: every administrator must be 

faithful; with respect to his master who has hired 

him and on whom he must always depend for 

service: 

 

“The first requirement of an administrator is that 

he prove trustworthy” (1 Cor 4, 2). 

 

Astute: (sagacious): procuring the best methods to 

serve each and everyone, especially the poor, 
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giving them the ration of wheat at the opportune 

time (cf. Lk 12, 42). 

 

On the other hand, it is pointed out clearly that 

every abuse of power, whether it be beating the 

servants or wasting the materials of the Lord, will 

be severely punished, because to him who has 

been confided much, more will be <lost?, 

demanded> (cf. Mt 24, 48-51; Lk 12, 48b). 

 

 

The Authority Of Communion And The Author Of 

Peace: 

 

Peter is responsible for the union of all 

brothers in the faith. Authorized to build the 

Church of Jesus and to promote communion: the 

communion of men among men in a life of 

sanctity. It (communion) promotes fraternity 

among all the brothers and is the uniting bond of 

one with the other in a universal communion. 

Therefore we see him (Peter) in Jerusalem, the 

journeys to Samaria, we find him in Antioch, he 

appears in Corinth, <to?> comes to Rome, and 

writes two letters to all the Church of God. In the 

Acts of the Apostles we are told that: 

 

“Peter was making numerous journeys.”     

(Acts 9, 32) 

 

Peter is the firm rock on which the unity of the 

believers in Christ is advanced. His daily 
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responsibility is to watch over and see that care 

and union is kept in all the Churches. 

 

Peter has the role of mediating between 

brothers and resolving conflicts between them. 

 

Possibly, his theological and pastoral position 

was between James and that of Paul. Above all, as 

regards the problem of admission and the method 

of allowing the gentiles into the Church, we see 

him trying to be understanding to each of the 

parties. Including, on one occasion, perhaps for the 

love of peace, he decides to give up so much that 

he makes himself deserving of a reprimand from 

Paul. It is not necessary to add that he accepted 

humbly that fraternal correction. 

 

Whoever has authority never takes the part of 

any side in conflict. He does not even side with the 

party that is in the right, as the party that is in the 

wrong may need more an understanding brother 

than a judge or a dogmatic master. 

 

- Let us recall that youth who supplicated with 

Jesus that he would intervene so that his 

brother would give to him the part of the 

inheritance that belonged to him. Certainly, he 

was looking for something just according to the 

law. But Jesus did not take sides with him, 

neither did he with his brother, but he 

proposed a new value that might unite the two 
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brothers: not to put their trust in riches (Lk 12, 

13-21). 

 

- The same thing happened at the Council of 

Jerusalem. The brothers were in agreement by 

means of an apostolic letter, which at the same 

time was <not only> suitable with the faith, it 

was understanding to the weak in faith. 

 

Peter, like none other, is a bond uniting 

brother, and to whom one has always recourse in 

case of conflict, He is the artifice of peace, and 

therefore he receives the blessing to be called a 

son of God (cf. Mt 5, 9). 

 

 

The Responsibility To Feed And To Watch: 

 

Peter, echoing his own words, feeds the flock 

of God that has been entrusted to him. That is: 

 

- to look after the flock of the people of God. 

- to lead them to the pasture and give them 

food. 

- to protect them from wolves and false pastors 

who eat each other. 

- to produce pastors, more than sheep. The 

pastor forms new pastors. 

 

The Holy Spirit put him there to be watchful so 

as to: 
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- maintain the fidelity of the teaching of the 

apostles. 

- promote fidelity and unity in all the Church. 

- guard the traditions received from the Lord. 

 

The authority necessarily comes from God. The 

test of the <statement>: “There is no authority 

that does not come from God” (Rom 13, 1) does 

not mean that all exercise of power is necessarily 

of divine origin. It means that for authority to exist, 

it has to be constituted by God. If not, it will be 

power, but never authority. 

 

The authority comes from God. Power is born 

in the egoism of man, who is looking for an 

opportunity to dominate and oppress his brothers. 

Authority always leads to liberty and order. Power 

leads to slavery and dictatorship. 

 

Authority emanates from the Lordship of Jesus 

through the Gift of his Holy Spirit; therefore, no 

one has authority if it is not given to him from 

above. Pilate had power over Jesus, but never 

authority. 

 

While power is autonomous, all authority 

depends on Jesus. Thus, as Jesus is fully subject to 

his Father, all authority must be subject to Jesus. 

Without subjection authority cannot exist. 

 

Simon Peter is the blessed stone over which 

the Church of Jesus Christ is built. To him were 
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given the keys to open and to close, to admit or to 

refuse, to tie or to untie. He is the prototype of all 

the pastors of the Church and of all those who may 

have pastoral responsibility. 
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10. PETER, THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

Having being placed in charge of the flock of 

Jesus, Simon Peter became a good pastor because 

he complied with the seven characteristics of 

authentic pastors: 

 

The Good Pastor Looks For The Lost Sheep  

(Mt 18, 12): 

 

Simon, before being a pastor, was a lost sheep. 

“I am a sinful man,” he said to Jesus (Lk 5, 8). He 

had the experience of knowing how Jesus looked 

for him, understanding and pardoning his 

weaknesses. 

 

If in the first part of this book we emphasized 

the limitations and infidelities of Peter as a 

disciple, it was because these also entered into the 

plan of God. Thanks to them, now that he is a 

pastor, he can feel compassion for his wayward 

brethren, for he also was subject to weaknesses. 

 

Peter is going to search for all the sheep that 

are not in the sheep-fold, but which belong to 

Jesus (cf. Jn 10, 16). The lost sheep cannot search 

for the pastor. It is the pastor who is going to find 

them. 

 

The Good Shepherd Cures The Sheep That Is Ill  

(Acts 3, 1-10): 
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The good shepherd cures the sheep that is 

hurt, he looks after the sick and strengthens the 

weak (Ez 34, 4). 

 

The first thing that Peter did after the glorious 

day of Pentecost was to cure a paralytic near the 

Beautiful Gate of the Temple. He did not possess 

gold nor silver, but in the Name of Jesus he 

reestablished the health of that man. 

 

In the city of Lydia he also cures another 

paralytic, and at Joppa he gave life back to Tabita. 

There were <so> many the cures that Jesus worked 

by means of the pastor Peter, that, 

 

“The people carried the sick into the streets 

and laid them on cots and mattresses, so that 

when Peter passed by at least his shadow 

might fall on one or another of them... all of 

them were cured.”     (Acts 5, 15-16) 

 

The good pastor did not preoccupy himself 

with the spiritual health alone, but of the physical. 

Also, the Church needs pastors who pray for the 

sick sheep. The Church of today does not need 

pastors with gold and silver, but pastors who in the 

name of Jesus cure paralytics, clean the lepers and 

raise the dead. 

 

The Good Pastor Watches Over His Flock  

(2 Pt 3, 17): 
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He himself explains this to us in his second 

letter: 

 

- guard against false masters who introduce 

error and rob the sheep of their real Owner (2 

Pt 2, 1). 

 

- guard against wolves dressed in sheep’s 

clothing, who try to use the flock for their own 

interest (cf. Acts 20, 28-30). 

 

- guard the sheep carefully in the sheepfold (Ez 

34, 25-28). 

 

Feed (Jn 21, 17): 

 

This was the special charge that he received 

personally from the Lord Jesus. “Feed according to 

the heart of God” (1 Pt 5, 2), with intelligence and 

wisdom. That is, according to the plan of God and 

not according to your own. 

 

Go in front of the sheep, but the sheep will not 

follow him, but whom he follows: the pastor of 

Pastors. 

 

Do not lord it over them (1 Pt 5, 3) so as not to 

exasperate them, but feed them in the meadows 

of the fresh herbs and lead them to the waters of 

repose. Be careful that they do not lack anything, 

nor that they do not have too much. Gather the 
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scattered sheep and bring them to one sheepfold 

(cf. Ps 23, 1-2; Jn 10, 16). 

 

To feed is: 

 

“To comfort the brethren.” (Lk 22, 32): 

 

The brethren, in the language of the New 

Testament, are not reduced to Twelve only, but to 

all who hear the Word of God (cf. Acts 2, 29). 

 

The Good Pastor Is A Master (Eph 4, 11): 

 

To be Pastor and Master is the same thing. It is 

not possible to be pastor without being master, 

nor to be a true master without being a pastor. 

 

A pastor is one who lives with his sheep: 

 

“The sheep grows with him, eats his bread, 

drinks from his cup, sleeps in his breast, like a 

daughter.”     (2 Sam 12, 3) 

 

A master is one who teaches how the live the 

life of the sons of God with his own example, 

“being a model for the flock” (1 Pt 5, 3). The 

Master makes one, 

 

“grow in grace and in the knowledge of Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”     (2 Pt 3, 18) 
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To be master one must always teach 

something, <but?> not only by word but by 

example. When Peter preached the Kingdom he 

did not teach it in theory but as a manner of life 

practiced by him and his companions. The very fact 

of forming a community is an education and at the 

same time a demonstration that Christ lives, lives 

in his own, and offers a new manner or living to all 

men. 

 

To teach and to pastor pertain to the same 

essence of the Church. They are always an 

ecclesiastical act; in any other way one is exposed 

to the failure of the solitary <Peter?, Paul> in the 

Aeropagus. 

 

There cannot be a true or fruitful teaching 

unless it is backed up by a community full of the 

Holy Spirit. Lacking one of these three elements, 

the others remain reduced. Jesus formed the 

community of Pastors, he filled it with the Holy 

Spirit, and he sent it to preach to all - to all men. 

 

The sheep need that their pastors live truly the 

Christian community; not only as a spiritual or 

theological reality but as a concrete act, as by any 

other means the Evangelization would be reduced 

to a beautiful promise, but lacking strength and 

life. 

 

If the pastor forms the community with sheep, 

the master forms it with other masters. 
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Pastor Voluntarily And With Love (1 Pt 5, 2): 

 

Peter is not the salaried type nor does he 

accomplish his mission by dint of, nor with the 

anxiety of, personal gain, but he does it with full 

heart, loving his flock. 

 

He does not receive any payment for looking 

after the flock of Jesus, “Gold and silver I have 

not”; he accomplishes his mission voluntarily. 

 

A reciprocal love exists between the pastor and 

the sheep. He knows each one by his name, and 

they do not listen to the voice of the attackers or 

robbers, but only the pastor. Peter loves the sheep 

with the same love that he loves Jesus, owner of 

the sheep. 

 

The Good Pastor Gives His Life For His Sheep  

(Jn 10, 11): 

 

Immediately after giving Peter charge of 

pastoring his flock, Jesus said to him: 

 

“I tell you solemnly: as a young man you 

fastened your belt and went about as you 

pleased; but when you are older you will 

stretch out your hands and another will tie you 

fast and carry you off against your will.” (Jn 21, 

18) 
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The following versicle explains the meaning of 

the above: 

 

“What he said indicated the sort of death by 

which Peter was to glorify God.”     (Jn 21, 19) 

 

Peter is the pastor of the flock of Jesus, but he 

must be that even to the extent of giving his life for 

his sheep. The most important characteristic of the 

good pastor is to give his life for his sheep; not as 

the mercenary, who takes advantage of the life of 

the sheep and flees when the wolf comes. 

 

When Peter was young he girded himself: he 

put on his clothes. In biblical language, the clothes 

mean the person: his mission, his function. That is, 

the young Peter lived his life and determined and 

decided what he would be. 

 

“When you get old.” This does not mean 

chronological age, but before he matured in the 

faith, Peter is old when he does not gird himself, 

but when another girds him... when, carried by the 

Holy Spirit he proclaims: “Jesus is my Lord! He 

leads and directs my life. He decides for me!” The 

elderly one or the old person is one who had 

rendered all his life under the Lordship of Jesus. 

 

All this is to ‘glorify God’. The life and death of 

Peter are for the glory of God, to testify (martyr) 

that Jesus is Lord. In the context of these versicles, 



 

 

91 

 

it is understood that Peter will have to give the 

supreme proof of his love: his life. 

 

Once Peter had said to the Lord Jesus: “I shall 

give my life for you” (Jn 13, 37). Now Jesus 

responds: “Give it for my sheep, which is the 

same.” The good shepherd gives his life for his 

sheep, and Peter is the good shepherd, above all, 

at the moment of giving his life for the flock of 

Jesus. 
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Concluding: Prayer - Our Father 

 

Our Father in heaven, Father of every being,  

you are he who unites us, for being the 

universal Father, one sole Father for us all,  

Father of the universe. Father of a single heart, 

belonging to one and all and bringing us all 

together in one sole love. 

 

It is you who unites us through your Son Jesus 

Christ, forming a single family wherein 

everyone of us is a brother, having for <our> 

eldest brother a God become man. 

 

By his means we pray to you, calling you our 

Father and offering up to you a love meant to 

be filial. 

 

Thanks to him we are sure, all of us, to get a 

hearing, entering into prayer inside your 

paternal heart, entering all together and able 

to stay on right there, in the joy of belonging to 

you <and of belonging to you?>. 

 

Through him we receive everything that you 

have: your life, your love, your divine holiness. 

And we learn to feel to what extent you are a 

Father, giving unceasingly everything you have 

to those whom you cherish, like true sons 

within your own only Son. 
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REFERENCES 

 

The Bible: Peter 

 

1. Calling. According to the correct translation, the name of 

Cephas, which Christ gave to Simon (Mt 16, 18; Jn 1, 42; 

cf. 1 Cor 1, 12; 15, 5; Gal 1, 18) means ‘rock’ rather than 

‘stone’. By the grace of this new name, Simon Peter 

participates in the durable solidity and the unbreakable 

faithfulness of Yahweh and His Messiah. It is a way of 

pointing up his exceptional situation. 

 

If Peter was chosen, this cannot be because of his 

personality, completely engaging as it might be, or 

because of some worthiness (did he not deny his 

master?). This gratuitous election conferred on him a 

greatness, and this greatness results from the mission 

which Christ entrusted to him and which he must fulfill in 

fidelity and love (Jn 21, 15ff). 

 

2. Primacy. Simon, if not the first, was at least one of the 

first to be called by Jesus to follow Him (Jn 1, 35-42). The 

tendency of the synoptic <Gospels> is even to transpose 

in time the primacy of Peter and to make him the first 

disciple called by Christ (Mt 4, 18-22 p). However that 

may be, Peter has a pre-eminent place among the 

disciples, at the head of the lists of apostles (Mt 10, 2), or 

of the three privileged ones (vg Mt 17, 1 p). At 

Capharnaum, it is in the house of Peter that Jesus 

ordinarily stayed (vg Mk 1, 29). In the most solemn 

moments, it is he who responds in the name of all (Mt 

16, 16 p; Jn 6, 68); and the message confided by the 

angels of the resurrection to the holy women (Mk 16, 7) 

contains a special mention of Peter. John allows him to 

enter into the tomb first (Jn 20, 1-10). Finally, and above 

all, the risen Christ appears to Peter before manifesting 

Himself to the twelve (Lk 24, 34; 1 Cor 15, 5). Everywhere 

in the NT this pre-eminence of Peter is underlined. In 

recalling the incident at Antioch (Gal 2, 11-14) where 
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Peter timidly hesitated over the position he should take 

on a particular case, though he had the power to allow 

accommodations (cf. Acts 16, 3), Paul did not for an 

instant dream of putting his authority in question (cf. Gal 

1, 18). 

 

3. Mission. This primacy of Peter is founded on his mission, 

which is expressed in many Gospel texts. 

 

a) Mt 16, 13-23: Against the forces of evil, which are 

the powers of death, the Church builds on Peter and 

<is> assured of victory. Thus is confided to Peter, 

who recognized in Jesus the Son of the living God, 

the supreme mission of gathering men again into a 

community in which they may receive a blessed and 

eternal life. Just as in the body a vital function 

cannot cease, so in the Church, a living and life-giving 

organism, Peter, in some way or other, has to 

himself be perpetually present to ceaselessly 

communicate the life of Christ to the faithful. 

 

b) Lk 22, 31f: and Acts. Alluding undoubtedly to his 

name, Jesus announces to Peter that he must 

‘bolster’ his brethren; and He gives him to 

understand that He will keep Peter’s faith from 

failing. This is really then the mission of Peter, 

described by Luke in Acts: he finds himself at the 

head of the group gathered together in the Cenacle 

(Acts 1, 13); he presides at the election of Mathias 

(Acts 1, 15); he judges Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5, 

1-11); in the name of the other apostles, who are 

with him, he proclaims to the <witnesses at 

Pentecost> Christ and announces the gift of the 

Spirit (Acts 2, 14-36); he invites all men to baptism 

(Acts 2, 37-41), including the “pagans” (Acts 10, 1 - 

11, 18); and inspects all the churches (Acts 9, 32). As 

signs of his power over life, in the name of Jesus he 

cures sicknesses (Acts 3, 1-10) and raises a dead man 

to life (Acts 9, 36-42). 
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The fact that Peter had to justify his conduct at the 

baptism of Cornelius (Acts 11, 1-18), the 

developments of the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15, 

1-35; as well as the allusions of Paul in his epistle to 

the Galatians: Gal 1, 18 - 2, 14), reveal that in the 

direction (which was in good part collegial) of the 

Church of Jerusalem, James had an important 

position and that his vote was very important. But 

these facts and their relation, far from causing an 

obstacle to the primacy and the mission of Peter, 

clarify the profound meaning of that mission and 

that primacy. The authority of James actually did not 

have the same expression as that of Peter: it is in 

virtue of a particular title that Peter has received, 

with all that it implies, the mission of transmitting a 

rule of faith without fault (cf. Gal 1, 18); and that he 

is the depository of the promises of life (Mt 16, 18f). 

 

c) Jn 21: Under a solemn and perhaps Juridical form, 

expressed three times, the risen Christ entrusted to 

Peter the care of the entire flock, lambs and sheep. It 

is in the light of the parable of the Good Shepherd 

(Jn 10, 1-28) that we must understand this mission. 

The Good shepherd saves his sheep, gathered in one 

flock (Jn 10, 16; 11, 52), and they have life in 

abundance. He even gives up his own life for his 

sheep (Jn 10, 11), so that Christ, in announcing to 

Peter his future martyrdom, adds: “Follow me.” If he 

must walk in the steps of his master, it is not only in 

giving up his life, but it is in communicating eternal 

life to his sheep, so that they may never perish (Jn 

10, 28). Like Christ, a rock, a living stone (1 Pt 2, 4), a 

shepherd who has the power to admit into the 

Church (that is to say, to save the faithful from death 

and to communicate to them divine life), Peter, 

inaugurating an essential function for the Church, is 

truly the ‘vicar’ of Christ. Therein lie his mission and 

his greatness. 
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Additional Notes:  The following VATICAN II Documents were 

also used by Fr. Menard in writing this book.  

 

Lumen Gentium 

Christus Dominus 

Presbyterorum Ordinis 

Ad Gentes Divinitus 

Unitatis Redintegratio 
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