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“No one has ever seen God” (Jn 1, 18; 1 Jn 4, 12).  The Son alone has made him known to 

us; the Son alone has revealed him. 

 

It should be a real shock to us to read Jesus’ words to the Jews: “My glory is conferred by the 

father... of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’ although you do not know him; you have never heard 

his voice, you have never seen his shape, and his word finds no home in you” (Jn 8, 55; 5, 37-38; 

cf. 6, 46; 7, 28; 8, 19).  After centuries of revelation and worship, after countless prophets and 

priests, the Jews still resisted the revelation of the Father! 

 

What about us? 

 

We are tempted to believe that the Son loves us and protects us against a mysterious wrathful 

Father.  But nothing could be further from the truth!  Christ’s love for us is identical with the 

Father’s love for us.  Jesus loves us with a love he has learned from his Father.  The Son did not 

come on his own initiative; it was the Father who sent him (Jn 8, 42): “God loved the world so 

much that he... sent his Son into the world... so that through him the world might be saved” (Jn 3, 

16-17).  Which would have been the greater act of the Father: to come himself or to send his only 

Son?  But in fact “God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself” (2 Cor 5, 19)! 

 

Have you ever, in the presence of a crucifix, meditated on the words of Jesus: “To have seen 

me is to have seen the Father” (Jn 14, 9)?  Have you ever made the Stations of the Cross and 

repeated at each Station: “The Son can do nothing of himself; he can only do what he sees the 

Father doing; and whatever the Father does the Son does too” (Jn 5, 19)?  Where did Jesus learn 

such love, such patience, such humility, such forgiveness?  He learned it from his Father! 

 

When he was crucified, Jesus simply did here below, in the outlying provinces of his 

kingdom and amid the uproar of the elements, what he constantly does at home in his own house 

and amid its glory and joy.  He gave himself; he gave himself back to the Father; he made 

Eucharist; he entrusted himself into the Father’s hands.  For one short hour in the solemn 

procession of the centuries the heavens were opened, and for a brief lightning moment we 

witnessed the eternal happiness of God and the life of God in his heaven.  And we were terrified!  

We called it crucifixion, torment, passion, death!  Yet this was but the revelation of the intensity 

of God’s love. 

 

When Jesus says to the Father: “All I have is yours and all you have is mine” (Jn 17, 10), 

what does he mean?  What is this “all” that the Father “has”? 

 

The Father loves, he gives himself, he forgives.  What the Son has received, then, is the 

power and will to give himself in return.  His dedication to the Father and to men is a revelation 

of the way in which the Father loves him.  “The Son can do... only what he sees the Father 

doing...  It is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work” (Jn 5, 19; 14, 10). 

 

When Jesus says at the Last Supper: “I have... finished the work that you gave me to do” (Jn 

14, 4), what does he mean?  He goes on to say: “I have made your name known to the men you 

took from the world to give me...  Now at last they know that all you have given me comes 
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indeed from you... and have believed that it was you who sent me” (Jn 14, 7-8). 

 

Yet so many Christians who cleave to the Son stop there and do not let the Son lead them to 

the Father (“I am the way”!).  They do not realize that “the Father himself loves us” (cf. Jn 16, 

27).  How easy, then, to understand Jesus’ complaint: “Father, Righteous One, the world has not 

known you” (Jn 17, 25)!  “No one knows the Father” (Mt 11, 27)! 

 

What does it mean to be the Son? 

 

It means having received everything and learned everything from the Father; it means having 

become capable of loving as the Father loves.  The Son is a transparent image of the Father, “the 

radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature” (Heb 1, 3).  He is the way that 

leads to the knowledge of the Father and the channel through which the Father’s love pours itself 

out on us and enables us to love as he loves, in order that he might be “all in all” (1 Cor 15, 28). 

 

For Jesus, God is a Father who is good to all, who makes his sun shine on the wicked as well 

as the good, and makes his rain fall on just and unjust alike. 

 

He is a Father who is attentive and tender, who keeps his eyes upon us, who hears the humble 

prayer offered in secret and knows better than we do what we need.  He gives to those who ask, 

opens to those who knock, feeds the birds of heaven, and clothes the lilies of the field.  He 

forgets not a single sparrow and numbers the hairs on our heads. 

 

He is the prudent landowner who puts up with the weeds lest he harm the crop.  He is the 

vineyard owner who rises early to hire workers and then with such touching uneasiness and 

concern returns at the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, so that no one may remain idle, 

disappointed, abandoned. 

 

How will Jesus set about making us lose our fear of this great and majestic God and Father?  

He will act like a humble housewife who has lost a coin and who therefore lights the lamp, 

sweeps the house, searches carefully everywhere, and then, having found the coin, calls on all her 

neighbors to share her joy. 

 

The Father whom we think of as the stern critic of our every action, the inflexible judge of 

our faults, is in fact a Father who is overly good and indulgent.  He allows his son to go away and 

even gives him his share of the inheritance; but each day he looks for that son’s return, and when 

he sees him in the distance, runs to meet him and cuts off his confession with kisses.  Then this 

father humbly excuses his son’s actions to the elder son who rebels against all this: “My son, you 

are with me always and all I have is yours.  But it was only right that we should celebrate and 

rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life, he was lost and is found” (Lk 

15, 32). 

 

This Father cannot refuse a prayer, and Jesus even compares him to an unjust judge, who 

nonetheless yields to persistent requests, not because he has any respect for justice but because he 

is wearied out by the petitioner.  Are we bold enough to act thus?  Do we have enough 
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confidence?  Is the Father as yielding to us? 

 

“Father... I have... finished the work that you gave me to do...  I have made your name known 

to the men you took from the world to give me” (Jn 17, 1, 4, 6).  To reveal the Father’s name to 

us was to give us a permanent hold over him.  The name had quite a different significance for the 

man of antiquity than it does for us.  To name someone or something was to manifest a power 

over it; indeed, to speak the name was to exercise that power.  Adam was able to ‘name’ the 

animals because God had given him authority over the created world.  In the ancient world it was 

an act of treason to tell foreigners the names of the nation’s gods, for now the gods, if properly 

invoked, would obey these foreigners.  Once the name was revealed, the exclusive covenant 

between the god and his people was destroyed! 

 

In inviting us to address God as “Father,” Jesus was sharing his own greatest treasure with us; 

he was sharing all the ‘power’ he had in heaven and on earth, all the power a child has over its 

parent, all his privileges as Son.  “Father... let them know that you love them as you love me!”  

Such was Jesus’ wish as he was about to die.  Have we understood it?   

 

The teaching of Jesus and the work he came to do can he summed up in this: “Call upon the 

Father!  Be no longer afraid, but say ‘Our Father’!” 

 

Let us learn from Jesus how to become children of God!  Let us learn of the marvelous 

covenant of freedom and obedience (we who are enslaved and rebellious), of legitimate pride and 

modesty (we who are arrogant or base), of tender love and respect (we who do not know how to 

respect what we love or love what we respect).  Similes ei erimus quia videbimus eum sicuti est: 

We shall inevitably be like him when we see him as he really is - the Son! 


