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LOS MISIONEROS DE LOS SANTOS APOSTOLES    Carretera Central Km. 43 

                     APARTADO 49             Ricardo Palma 
                  CHOSICA – PERU          Teléfono 91-06-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Brothers M.Ss.A. : 

 

 

 

The enclosed circular letter wants to bring you a few reflexions about the spirit of 

poverty in our Society. It will also bring you a partial financial Report, - mostly concerning the General 

House, the Vicariate of Huarochiri, the donations from my own benefactors, - and how they are all 

being used. This Report has been compiled by our Administrator, André Franche. 

 

We hope that it will be possible, next year, to communicate to you the General 

Financial Report for the whole Society. 

 

We are sending you these facts and figures because we form together one family, 

and - as such - it is right for us all to know how the Society functions. 

 

I shall be happy to receive suggestions from any of you, so that the money sent to 

us by Divine Providence should never be ill-used, but rather that we may always put it to better and 

better ends. However, I would ask you - if you have any observations to send us - to see that they are 

constructive. 

 

May I ask you, for my part, what you would think of the possibility of granting the 

Animators - local, regional and general - an annual or mensual fixed sum - for expenses of 

representation?  This might be studied at the levels of the various Councils. 

 

Kindly send all suggestions and answers to the General House, before December 

15th. 

 

Let’s frequently meditate on the strength of our own spirituality of the Mystical 

Body, which, in poverty, has its best expression for the Community. (Constit. art. 25.) 

 

 

 

Together in Christ, 

 

P. Eusebe H. MENARD  

Sup. Gen. M.Ss.A. 
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A few considerations on: 

THE SPIRIT OF POVERTY IN THE SOCIETY OF THE M.Ss.A. 

____________________ 

 

Acts 4, 32-34 : “The community of believers was of one heart and one mind. None of them ever 

claimed anything as his own; rather, everything was held in common. 

     With power the apostles bore witness to the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great respect was paid to them all. Nor was there any one needy among them, 

for all who owned property or houses sold them and donated the proceeds.” 

 

Luc 18, 22 : “There is one thing further you must do. Sell all you have and give it to the poor. 

You will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

 

2 Cor.8, 9 : “You are well acquainted with the favor shown you by our Lord Jesus Christ: how 

for your sake he made himself poor though he was rich, so that you might become 

rich by his poverty.” 

  

Constitution         : “Poverty, according to our spirituality, is imitation of, and participation in, the    

M.Ss.A.                    poverty of Christ, and therefore the highest form of personal and communal  

 - No. 25                   encounter with God.” Mt 5, 3; 19, 21. 

 

Ph 2, 6-7               : “His state was divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God, but emptied 

himself to assume the condition of a slave and became as men are.” 

 

The best commentary I can give you on the subject of these texts, can be found in our 

“Evangelical Counsels”, in the chapter about “Evangelical Poverty”. 

 

However, here are a few considerations which may occupy your meditation on such a difficult 

theme, - the object of much controversy and of many divisions in Church History, in the past, in the 

present and - no doubt - in the future. 

 

May the Holy Spirit help us to discover and to accept the dispositions of the Lord Jesus Himself, 

on this subject. 

 

1. Why live as the poor? 

 

- Is poverty motivated by a personal renunciation to all worldly goods, aiming at a deeper 

belonging to the Lord?  

- or by communal sharing? 

 

- In the primitive Church, community life did start with spiritual and material sharing: 

                                  above, Acts 4, 32-34. 

 

- However, in the Gospel, Jesus invites the rich young man to sell all his property, and to give the 

proceeds to the poor. (Mt 19, 16-26.) There is no question, here, of communal charity, in itself… 

Jesus wants to point out to the young man: 

       - the great advantage of giving up his personal possessions,  

and  - the benefits issuing from such an act: 

 

the treasure in heaven i.e., greater union with Him. 
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-   It is, by definition, a matter of imitating Christ who, during his earthly life, had not “a stone where to 

rest his head ...” We share in his poverty so clearly manifested in the Mysteries of his Incarnation, of 

his life, of his death, and of his Eucharist.      Constit. No, 25. 

 

-   We find this attitude in the Old Testament, when it mentions “the poor of Yahweh”: they have God’s 

favor; they abandon themselves to Him. 

 

2. Christ has willed to be poor - 

 

-   “…for your sake … though he was rich, 

     he made himself poor…” 

 

There is no other motivation to explain why Christ made himself poor. 

 

-   A missionary of the Apostles lives in poverty because Christ has first lived in such a way, - and he goes 

on living thus, through Him, in Him, The Missionary wants to share the way of life of the Master, 

according to his own possibilities, according to the place, according to the graces he has received. 

 

-   And so there is no question of thinking first of poverty as a program of renunciations, of special 

permissions, for the sake of being faithful to a Rule, - but rather it means living more fully in the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

-   When the Son of God took over our human nature, he made our poverty, our misery, and his own. 

           Ph 2, 6-7.  

In Christ and through Him, we make the riches of Christ our own, as also the misery of men, our 

brothers. 

 

-   Hence, the deliberate choice of poverty by a M.Ss.A, is not a secondary occurrence. It does not first 

affect material goods, but it concerns the very being of man, becoming conscious of his nothingness in 

front of God. We recognize openly our personal misery and helplessness: we place all our faith, all our 

hope, in the Lord: 

 

“Happy are the poor in spirit.”         Mt 5, 3. 

 

3. Be poor in order to love more: 

 

-   Jesus made himself poor “so that we might become rich by his poverty.”   2 Cor 8, 9.  

 

There is a kind of exchange: 

The Rich One becomes poor, so that we, who were poor, become rich.... 

To be poor, is to make men, our brothers, richer. 

 

-   Our poverty takes all its value from the love that prompts it.     Const. 27. 

 

It enriches us personally, - and it also enriches the Community, - it is directed towards God and 

towards men. cf. the Gospel’s rich young man.  

This refers not only to our M.Ss.A. Community, but also concerns the zeal we must have in going to 

the poor: 

“Let communities willingly contribute something of their own resources to the other needs of the 

Church and the support of the poor, whom religious should love with the tenderness of Christ.”                                     

        Perfectae Caritatis, 13.  

M.Ss.A. Constit. No. 29. 
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-   Let’s be very attentive to the Spirit. Let’s carefully avoid the tendency to collect enormous sums of 

money exclusively in view of our own good works, to the point of by-passing all other charitable 

causes, or the poor. 

 

The day the Society of the M.Ss.A. considers itself as stable because of its powerful financial 

organization or/and its plentiful resources, that day will mark the beginning of a rapid decline in fervor, 

in apostolic zeal, and in interior harmony in the Society itself. Our main goal - the recruiting of priestly 

vocations - is above all based on a life of prayer and of trust in Divine Providence: if these foundations 

disappear, the spring will soon run dry. 

 

We must, at all cost, avoid the surging of this spirit of accumulating goods or riches”for a good 

cause”… Our administrators must also be men of prayer, mindful of the Lord’s service and that of the 

poor. 

To help the poor does not mean falling into ‘paternalism’:  

When Jesus tells us: 

“I was hungry and you gave me no food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me no drink ...” 

 

“I assure you, as often as you neglected to do it to one of these least ones, you neglected to 

do it to me.”     Mt 25, 42-45. 

 

When St. James writes: 

“Looking after orphans and widows in their distress and keeping oneself unspotted by the 

world make for pure worship, without stain before our God and Father.” 

Jas 1, 27.  

do they fall into the paternalism we hear so much about? 

 

4. Constantly share within the Community: 

 

-   The Society of M.Ss,A. has no other meaning but its bond to the Lord Jesus. It is Christ the Poor who 

unites us to Himself, in his poverty. It is the example of the primitive Church: 

 

First the early Christians share in the “breaking of the bread and the prayers”, (Acts 2, 42) - then 

they put their goods in common. They share the Body of Christ, which brings them to share their 

material goods. 

 

They always meet “in memory of Jesus”. 

 

-   It is a very hard ideal to bring into reality. In fact, all was not perfect among these early Christians... 

The idealized pictures of the Acts (Acts 2, 42-47; 4, 32-37) veil certain weaknesses: 

 

- some did not share completely (Acts 5, 1-4) 

- the weak are sometimes forgotten (Acts 6, 1-6) 

- one does not agree on important matters like accepting newcomers (Acts 15.) 

 

However, the pictures of them sharing are not artificial. They are confirmed by facts: 

- a vast collection is organized to help the community of Jerusalem, in great difficulty; 

- differences between master and slave disappear: no social difference can there be to divide members 

of a Christian community. 

 

In Christ, all are ONE, all are brothers (Acts 2, 29) because they are “faithful brothers in Christ”. Col 1, 2. 

This love, full of thoughtful attentions, is a consolation to Paul when he reaches Rome, after a rough 

voyage. (Acts 28, 15.) 
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- The tenderness of charity will even know how to give up freedom, if there is danger of scandal for a 

brother; 

 

“All things are lawful”, but not all are advantageous, not all are constructive. 1 Cor 10, 23. 

 

“No man should seek his own interest, but rather that of his neighbor.”  1 Cor 10, 24. 

 

-   And so the prophetic dream of universal fraternity finds itself brought into reality - in an imperfect way, 

of course... When shall we realize it perfectly? ... Only in heaven... - Very different men gather in the 

name of the Lord Jesus: through their new birth they become brothers, - living in concord and in union 

of hearts (Acts, 4, 32). 

All that is “money” helps to unite them all the more. 

 

5. Witnessing God and His Kingdom: 

 

True poverty has a value of eloquent meaning, an eschatological value: 

 

“Do not lay up for yourselves an earthly treasure…” 

“Instead, store up heavenly treasure...” 

“Remember, where your treasure is, there your heart is also...”    Mt 6, 19-21. 

 

This poverty surprises…; it obliges, somehow, those whose only interest is in this world’s 

goods, - to reflect. 

 

-   But how can one reconcile the demands of important works of charity, with the requests of poverty? 

The answer can only be given by the Holy Spirit whom we are to listen to in mental prayer. 

Here, laymen - while becoming owners and administrators of the property we are using - are an 

indispensable help to us. They have much to teach us and - occasionally - they will know how to 

prevent us from being “installed”, as long as we dialogue with them in confidence... 

 

-   Our poverty must be true and joyful for our witness to be efficient. Here, most especially, do these lines 

apply: 

“What you are speaks so loud that I cannot hear what you say.”  Emerson. 

 

-   Interests and material goods must never be a source of division. Let’s train ourselves in this world to 

live as we shall do in heaven: celestial community will be characterized by possessing everything in 

common without any exclusive appropriation… Of course, ‘everything’ will be Christ Himself… 

Let’s try, from today on, to live in such a community spirit, - at least within the possibilities of 

this earthly life and conditions, 

 

6. A few practical aspects: 

 

a) The question is to be poor, really, not only juridical. He who is poor lacks most things, even at times 

the essential... What about us? Poverty “in spirit” supposes a definite will to live poorly, - and an 

evangelical mentality, i.e. constantly searching for conditions nearer those that made up the image of 

the poor in Jesus. 

 

b) When one is truly poor, one must be “responsible”. Each M.Ss.A. may have his own Bank Account 

and deal with it according to his conscience and the spirit of the Constitution. If he has the talent to 

increase it, it is not in view of more personal comfort or security, but rather in view of the service of his 

brothers, and of the apostolic work. The more donations a missionary receives, the less he will put to 

his own use. 
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As for myself, I prefer to have no personal Account and no material security. My trust in my 

M.Ss.A. brothers is enough for me. I do not suggest this as a higher way of life; it is only and simply a 

life habit, outcome of personal choice of many years standing. 

 

Even were I one day to live again the June 1962 experience, I would still have - as I had then -

Providence with me, and her various promises: this is the greatest security, even in the material sense.  

          Const.No.26. 

 

It is because we think of the members of our M.Ss.A. Society as being “responsible”, that we are 

now sending round the present financial report. If the Missionaries know - and are interested in - the 

problems of material life, they will be all the more ready to realize the demands of communal poverty: 

and in consequence, they will take the necessary steps, in their personal life, to lighten as much as 

possible the expenses of a house, or of an undertaking... To be authentically poor, one must be 

responsible.         Constit. No.16. 

 

c) Work..., and work hard: this is the current necessity of all poor people. The Council says to the 

religious: 

 

“each religious should regard himself as subject to the common law of labor. While making 

necessary provisions for their livelihood and undertakings.”                Perfectae Caritatis, 13. 

 

Hence, there is no question, to start with, of begging, but of working.   Constit. 77. 

 

One must work as did Christ in Nazareth or during his public life. While working, each one according 

to his talents and within his own charism, we become more and more jointly answerable for our 

brothers, and together we contribute to build a better world. 

 

Hard work is certainly painful: woe to him who does not taste its bitterness. We who complain at 

times, - or maybe who live a fairly easy life, thanks to a social status and a security brought about 

through the priesthood and our life in the Society, - let us often think of the very great number of 

workers who are victims of injustice, oppression, and who are reduced to miserable life conditions, 

often to a crushing insecurity. 

 

On account of our apostolic work, there are two questions that may, at first, seem contradictory: 

 

1° Gratuity          : in and by this apostolic work, we give witness to divine love which is there, 

  freely, for all men; 
2° Salary (stipend) : when one is totally dedicated to the apostolate, how can one live a normal human  

life without any remuneration? 

 

There, once again, the Gospel gives us the answer. The Lord has told us: 

 

1. “The gift you have received, give as a gift.”    Mt 10, 8. 
2. “Stay in the one house, eating and drinking what they have, for the laborer is worth his wage.”

          Luke 10, 7. 

It is not always easy to reconcile gratuity and “salary”. 
Following Jesus’ suggestion, the apostle must be satisfied when he receives what is necessary 
to his upkeep, and must not demand payment for his work. If the M.Ss.A. really possess the 
spirit of poverty, they will never lack anything essential. God has promised: 
 

“Seek first his kingship over you, his way of holiness, and all these things will be given you besides.” 

         Mt 6, 33.  

and the whole history of the Society of the Holy Apostles is the illustration of this.  



 7 

d) Lately, one has often heard it said in our Society: 

“He who has the money has the power.” 

This is a monstrous assertion which belongs more to the mentality of the selfish and blind “rich” the 

Lord Jesus condemned so strongly in his Gospel. 

 

Authority, under all its forms, is a service, and it comes from God. We are not a commercial 

undertaking in which money is at a premium - but a community in faith, gathered by and in the Lord 

Jesus, - and guided by the Word of God. 

 

If the day ever comes when money gives so much prestige to Authority in our Society, what a poor 

sort of Authority we shall have, and what a poor Society it will be: we shall not, then, even deserve to exist! 

 

The most important and the most useful member in our Society - be he Superior or simple 

collaborator, - is, and always will be he who is most intimately attached to Christ Jesus and totally 

dedicated to the Charism, to the Vocation and to the Mission of the Society of the M.Ss.A. 

“He who lives in me and I in him will produce abundantly for  

  apart from me you can do nothing.”     Jn 15, 5. 

 

e) No system of  “caste”: 

 

In the Lord, we all are ONE (Jn 17, 21.) whatever be our talents, our nationality, etc... As 

M.Ss.A. we form a real family inside this “authentic cell” of the great family of God’s sons.  

(Constit. No.15.) 

“Here there is no difference between Jew and Greek; all have the same  

 Lord, rich in mercy toward all who can call upon him.”  Rom 10, 12. 

 

Our Society is international: we want to accept each other. This is a great fortune. In this Society, the 

M.Ss.A. share the same advantages, be they spiritual, intellectual or material - each one according to his 

condition and his function. Each member must be totally accepted by the others, and treated with all 

confidence. 

It is while working together, and asking for others’ opinions in dialogue, that one acquires 

maturity; even in what concerns the use of material goods. Let’s never forget that we are administrators 

of what, by right, belongs to the Lord. 

 

f)        Prudent administration: 

 

The virtue of prudence always has a place of its own, and always goes with trust in Providence. 

The members of our Society, and our apostolic undertakings - if they are to go on serving - need a 

certain financial stability coupled, however, with the spirit of poverty. 

 

This is why we have a Foundation in Canada: Its name is “FONDATION ‘PERE EUSEBE 

MENARD’” - address: 4301 rue Marquette, Montréal, Québec. H2J 3W8. 

 

Its first objective : our missionaries, - so that they may live as men and as Christians. 

second objective     : our apostolic undertakings; each one of them should have a definite capital put 

 aside, on which one might call, in cases of necessity. 

third objective : other charitable works, sponsored by the M.Ss.A. 

 

g)      Collaboration of each Missionary 

 

You all know the famous saying: 

“It is not so much asking myself what my country can do for me, but what  

  I can do for my country.”  John Kennedy  
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Each one must feel himself responsible for the whole Society, and this in every way. (Constit. 

No. 16.) asking oneself all the time what more he could do for his spiritual family. We are a Society 

who wants to be made up of adults, of “co-responsible” people. 

 

h) Constant search: 

 

To live as the poor is a problem we each must face together, always. There is a room, here, for 

much initiative, for invention, for respect of everyone’s charism, as also of the talents and capabilities 

that God distributes as He chooses. 

 

The various forms of poverty, obviously, are conditioned by the surrounding living conditions 

and the times in which we live. To be poor does not mean to be backward, to refuse progress and not to 

accept the present civilization. 

 

In a general way, we must remain simple. We should not, as a rule, lack the essential, but we 

should avoid acquiring what is most costly, or showy, or most comfortable. 

 

As a resumé, let’s say that to be truly poor in front of God, one must be like Jesus, meek and 

humble of heart, and abandon oneself in peace to whatever God decides, as an answer to our prayers. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Ps. 130, one of the most beautiful, admirably describes the attitude of Yahweh's poor: 

 

“0 Lord, my heart is not proud, 

nor are my eyes haughty; 

I busy not myself with great things  

nor with things too sublime for me. 

 

Nay, rather I have stilled and quieted  

my soul like a weaned child. 

 

0 Israel, hope in the Lord  

both now and for ever.” 

 

Prayer: 

 

Lord Jesus, 

 

Since the Council chose the expression  

“Church of the Poor” 

Much ink has been used to define  

the amplitude of this new name  

for the People of God. 

And it has not stopped until now  

the Church is called 

The Poor Church, 

imitating Christ Jesus who did not have a stone 

whereon to rest his head, 

he who has wanted to share the life of the poor. 

 

     … / …   
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Lord Jesus, 

 

between ourselves, as well, one speaks  

at all levels 

of this new image of the Church. 

 

We want all the members of our family 

of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles  

to give a collective witness of poverty 

and of love of the poor: 

 

may our life and our apostolate  

gather their strength from the Gospel 

and may all the traces of human power disappear. 

 

We want to identify ourselves with poverty 

in as much as it is virtuous  

we want to fight poverty 

in as much as it is unjust; 

we want also to fight against the moral 

and material damage 

it brings along in many men. 

 

 

0 Lord, 

Help us to put into practice these wishes  

expressed in the name of all Christians. 

 

Maybe one will never be able to fulfill 

all the needs of all men and all peoples, 

but the charity of Christ presses us  

to decrease distances,  

to level differences, 

 

because it is scandalous for humanity  

to see a few nations and a few persons  

living in opulence, 

while other nations, other persons 

 are deprived of the essential  

and are torn by hunger, disease, 

and all kinds of misery. 

 

Help us, O Lord! 

 

 

                      ________________________ 

 


