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MARY AND OUR PRIESTHOOD 

 

Meditation 

 

 Perhaps we are inclined to see in devotion to Mary only a practice that is certainly 

very praiseworthy, but on the whole only accessory and secondary. 

 

In fact we can never be too certain that devotion to Our Lady is something essential 

to our priesthood. Was it not a young priest that Jesus entrusted to his Mother? “Behold thy 

mother.” (John 19, 27.) We know the reply of the beloved disciple. “He took her to his 

own.” (John 19, 27.) 

 

May Mary be with us as she was with St. John, and then our lives, under the 

protection of the Immaculate Virgin, will be more holy and fruitful? 

 

What are the fundamental reasons for our priestly devotion to Mary? What form can 

this devotion take in our souls? These should be the two subjects of our meditation. 

 

We all know that our priesthood is only a participation in the priesthood of Christ. He 

is the High Priest of Heaven. In what cathedral did the first ordination take place; the 

essential ordination, of which ours is only the prolongation? Was it not in the virginal 

womb of Mary, at the moment of her submission to God’s will? In the silence of that most 

pure temple took place the anointing of Christ’s humanity with the divinity of the Word. 

Thus he became the priest par excellence, fruit of the glorious union of the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary. It was within her body that Christ, ordained priest, pronounced his ecce 

venio: “Behold I come, my Father, to do thy will.” Mary offered the altar of her virginal 

body for this supreme oblation. “Thou hast not disdained the virgin’s womb. Blessed is the 

body which bore the Son of the Eternal Father.” 

 

As the mother of Christ the Priest, Mary is, in a very special degree, mother of all 

those who are the successors of her Son. It is due to her that we are what we are. It is by her 

intercession that we have received all the precious personal graces which preceded, 

accompanied or followed our vocation. It is through Mary that Christ wishes us to give 

ourselves to him by the uninterrupted offering of our dedicated lives. 

 

One of the greatest dangers of the priesthood is routine in dealing with holy things. 

“Familiarity breeds contempt.” Mary helps us to feel towards Jesus something of her 

maternal tenderness. During thirty years she lived in close intimacy with God and divine 

things, yet she never allowed the continual intimacy, the daily domestic round of life under 

the same roof, or the greatest and most tender familiarity of that life to diminish her respect, 

her faith, and her love for him whom she adored as her God and loved as her son. 

 

In our priestly life there are hours when defeats, misunderstandings, isolation, 

exhaustion or moral weariness, tend to depress even the most valiant soul. At such times we 

feel the need of a maternal tenderness which is both comforting and all-embracing. If we 

are child-like in our attitude towards Mary, she will be a mother to us, and in her heart we 

shall find strength and courage. 
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“
The life of man upon earth is warfare.” (Job 7, 1) If he receives more graces than the 

ordinary Christian, the priest is the object of more insidious, and sometimes of more 

violent, attacks by Satan. Is it not, therefore, right that he should know from actual 

experience the difficulties of the struggle, if only to keep himself alert and humble, and so 

be better able to teach others under his care the secrets of victory over temptation. 

 

One of the most effective ways of overcoming Satan is to have recourse to her whose 

heel has crushed his head. It is an act that the devil can do little against the soul of a priest 

who is faithful to Mary. 

 

To encourage Christ to grow in us sums up the work of our own sanctification; to 

encourage Christ to grow in the souls of others sums up our ministry. The growth of Christ 

in our souls must result in making us more and more “a son of the Father”, having only one 

desire, namely, to do his will in all things. 
“
For I do always the things that please him.” 

(John 8, 29.) It must make each of us a priest of the Father, allowing us to become the 

living instruments which Jesus uses to adore, praise and thank him. It must also permit the 

Father to give himself to each of us through his Son, and to act through us as he acted 

through his Son. “The Father who abideth in me, he cloth the works.” (John 14, 10.) The 

more Christ grows in us, the more will the Father see his Son in our human bodies. “This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3, 17.) 

 

The increase of Christ in us is governed by the law expressed in the Creed. 
“
Conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” It was by the combined action of 

the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin that Christ came into the world. It is always by the 

combined action of the Holy Spirit and of Mary that Jesus is born and grows in souls. St. 

Louis de Montfort once said: “The Holy Spirit being sterile in God, producing no other 

Divine Person, became fruitful through Mary whom he espoused. With her, in her, and of 

her he produced his master-piece, the God made Man.” 

 

Bossuet said: “God having once wished to give Jesus Christ to us through the Holy 

Virgin, does not change his mind. It is true and it will always be true that, as we have 

received through her faith the whole principle of grace, so we receive through her 

meditation every kind of grace. Mary’s maternal love having contributed to our salvation in 

the mystery of the Incarnation, she will contribute to it eternally in all the other operations 

which are only subsidiary to the mystery.” 

 

We are “other Christs” only in so far as we are led by the Holy Spirit. “For whomever 

being led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (Rom. 8, 14) The Holy Spirit, 

faithful Spouse of Mary, develops his gifts in our souls, gifts that are the supernatural 

instincts which make us react automatically to Christ, only if he finds Mary in our souls. 

 

Saint Louis de Montfort said: “I do not believe that any one can acquire an intimate 

union with Our Lord and a perfect fidelity to the Holy Spirit without a deep union with the 

Holy Virgin and a great dependence on her help. “Mary is for each soul the cause of grace, 

and her co-operation is essentially maternal. Mary bears, as it were, divine grace. As the 

mother adapts the nourishment to her child and prepares him to receive it, so she adapts 

grace to our souls and prepares them for it. “Come, eat my bread, and drink the wine which 

I have mingled for you.” (Prov. 9, 15) Whether we are conscious of this intervention of 

Mary or not, the truth remains. Its effect must vary according to whether we realize this 
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truth in our life or willingly or unwillingly, disregard it. The growth of our love and of our 

supernatural life reflect how far we are living in harmony with the truth that is to say how 

far our devotion is truly Marian. 

 

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin is, above all, an attitude of mind, an attitude of soul. It 

is the attitude of a son towards his mother. Mary is, in fact, bound by the law of respect for 

our human liberty, and can exercise her maternal role on our behalf only if we behave to 

her as affectionate and devoted children. She can grant us what we have a right to expect 

from her, the experience of her intercession and her benevolent influence, only if we grant 

her what she has a right to expect from us. 

 

She is all-powerful in her requests. As at Cana, she knows what we need, and can 

obtain for us all that we require. Her prayer is certain to be granted. She has the right, 

however, to intercede for us only if a member of the Church Militant asks her. We must 

understand her position. As a devoted mother, full of tenderness and solicitude, she sees 

clearly our great needs. She knows that her intercession will be decisive in obtaining the 

necessary help, but she can fulfill her mission only if the appeal reflects the importance of 

the grace needed. Let us not inflict on her the grief of having in her power all that is needed 

to relieve the misery of the world and of being unable to do anything because we do not 

pray in the name of those who do not pray. 

 

According to Péguy, Mary is nearest to God because she is nearest to men. The 

converse is also true. She is nearest to men because she is nearest to God. Her influence 

over us will increase the more we allow her to enter the details of our life. So often we 

suffer from loneliness, but do we think of her often enough as a real mother, as someone 

very near and very alive, anxious about our anxieties, preoccupied with our preoccupations, 

alert to our appeals? Before each action, even in the midst of a project, at the moment when 

a step has to be taken, have we trained ourselves to turn towards her instinctively to ask her 

help, her support, and her intercession? 

 

If our presbytery is cold and lonely, how much warmth and life could be brought into 

it by that marvelous presence of the Mother who asks only to be able to show her devotion 

to her priest son, provided he really asks her into his house and takes her with him. Nothing 

without her: this will bring strength, a new harmony into the smallest details of our life. 

 

The Curé d’Ars said: “Many things would be better if we entrusted the Holy Virgin 

the greater part of our spiritual life and of our ministry.” We often find it difficult, 

particularly on certain tiring days, to say our Office, not only with sufficient devotion, but 

with the least permissible amount of attention. Let us try to say it in union with Mary. We 

shall be surprised how much easier it becomes. 

 

At Mass, let us think that, just as she gave eternal light to the world, so we are 

bringing Jesus Christ into it. How fervent our offering would be if we were united with her 

in offering Jesus to the heavenly Father for the salvation of the world, whether on the day 

of the Presentation in the Temple or on Calvary. How attentive we would be if, at the 

moment of Holy Communion, while we distribute the sacred hosts to the faithful, we were 

to ask her to give Jesus to each one through our consecrated hands! 
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Our Rosary should be for us a source of precious graces. Graces for prayer: “Mary 

kept all these words, pondering them in her heart.” (Luke 2, 19) Graces of humility: “He 

that is mighty hath done great things to me.” (Luke 1, 49.) Graces of obedience: “Be it done 

to me according to your word.” (Luke 1, 38.) Graces of purity: “There is no stain in thee.” 

(Cant. 4, 7.) Graces of light: “They that explain me shall have life everlasting.” (Eccles.  24, 

31.) Graces of confidence: “I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and 

of holy hope. In me is all grace of the way and the truth: in me is all hope of life and of 

virtue.” (Eccles. 24, 24-25.) 

  

Mary is the Mother of all those whom we wish to give to Jesus: “Nothing will be 

given unless through Mary. As no one can approach the Father unless through the Son, so 

no one can approach the Son save through the Mother.” (Pope Leo XIII.) 

 

Saint Irenaeus said: “Mary is the Mother of life and the Mother of the living.” If we 

entrust to her those under our care, she will multiply the protective powers of her maternal 

solicitude on their behalf. The more we know how to make her loved, the more we shall see 

purity flourish, together with all the virtues of her Son which she so desires to see in souls. 

As the Gate of Heaven, she will help us to open to God the door of hearts. As Queen of 

Apostles, she can help us to recognize the first signs of priestly and religious vocations. 

With her mother’s tenderness for those who have been hurt in life, she will help us find 

words to encourage, comfort, and calm the sinner, the suffering and the dying. 

 

Let us frequently ask our Lord for the gift of speaking about Mary. Let us make the 

ceremonies of Marian devotion more attractive, wherever this is necessary. The more we 

establish a solid, an enlightened devotion to Mary, the more we shall be able to confirm the 

description from Holy Scripture which the Church applies to her: “Whithersoever she 

entereth, God will give a blessing.” (Eccles. 4, 14.) 

 

Father Faber said: “Jesus is not known, because Mary is forgotten.” Thousands of 

souls perish, because Mary is a stranger to them. It is to this unworthy and wretched gloom 

that we dare give the name of devotion to the Holy Virgin. This sorry failure is the cause of 

all our miseries, of all those gloomy experiences, of all those evils, of all those omissions, 

of all those laxities in our life. If, however, we are to believe the revelations of the saints, 

God has expressed the wish for a broader, deeper, more solid, completely different 

devotion to his holy Mother. If Mary were only known, how much more wonderful would 

be our faith, how very different would be our Communions. If Mary were only known, how 

much happier, how much more holy, how much less worldly we would be, and how much 

more quickly we should become the living replicas of our Lord and Savior, her very dear 

and divine Son.” 

 

Mary is, indeed, the Immaculate Conception, not only in the sense that her soul was 

in a state of grace from the first moment of her existence, but also in the sense that since 

she unites in herself all that is most excellent in nature and in grace, she is the Masterpiece 

of Divine Wisdom. In calling to us to become priests, God has a marvelous plan for each of 

us. Better than anyone else, Mary can help us to conform to this plan as perfectly and 

purely as we can. 
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Discourse: 

 
“
Love my Mother filially, for she has so many claims to be your mother. If you only 

knew how much she loves you, what you are to her, what she is to you. Think of her more 

often; she will help you to think of me. Love her more tenderly; she will teach you how to 

love me more. Pray to her more fervently; she will win for you grace to be a better priest. 

 

It is, in fact, through her that you are a priest. She is best able to make your 

heart like mine. You do not suspect what you owe to her already. You do not suspect 

what she will do for you. The intensity of your prayer to her is the measure of her 

power of intercession for you. Your confidence in her regulates the extent of her 

intervention in your ministry. Offer yourself often to her and she will fill you with 

me. Offer to her your mind and she will put my thoughts into it. Offer to her your 

heart and she will make the feelings of my heart grow in yours. Offer to her your will 

and she will strengthen it with my power; your defects, and she will apply to them the 

balm of my divine virtues. 

 

“Offer to her your activities and she will infuse them with my fruitfulness; your 

plans and she will adapt them to my greater glory. Offer to her your sufferings and 

she will unite them to mine for the salvation of the world; the souls of those of whom 

you are responsible, and she will invite me to cure and sanctify them.” 

 

“There are some miracles which I perform only at her request. The more she is 

in your life, the more I shall act through you. You will pass, but the fruit will remain. 

I am that fruit.” 

 

“See how much I have loved you. I have given my Mother to you, I place her at 

your service. All she asks is to intervene in your favor, for you and for your brothers. 

The prayer which rises up from earth is so weak compared with your great needs. 

Surrender yourself to the influence of my Mother. She will teach you to become a 

priest after my own heart.” 

 

“It lies in your hands whether she can fulfill her mission concerning your 

priesthood, and so benefit all the souls for whom you are responsible. Ask my Mother 

constantly to make the outpouring of my spirit increase in you. She loves you so 

much. I love you to speak to me about her. I love you to speak to her about me. I love 

you to speak to her of all those souls whom I have entrusted to you. Love her with my 

heart. Love me with her heart. Ask, then, ask much of her.” 

 

“To pray to my Mother is to pray to me. She and I are so united. It is through 

Mary that you have become what you are and that you will become what you will be. 

Dedicate yourself to my Mother. She expects you to be an even more devoted son to 

her so that she can make more use of you. She protects you, she guards you, and she 

keeps her eyes on you. She has affection for you which reflects your mission. Be 

more and more attentive to her. You cannot know the divine pleasure I feel in doing 

the will of those who do the will of my mother.” 

 

“My Mother is near you. Turn towards her very often. Everything about you 

interests her. Do you want to give joy to my heart? Frequently offer my Mother to 
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me. You can offer me no gift more beautiful, more agreeable than to offer to me the 

actual prayers of my Mother, her feelings which are as great as souls, her wishes 

which are as vast as the world. What a joy for me, and for her, to see her prayers 

again becoming efficacious, her love again becoming meritorious, the offering of her 

whole being really serving for the elevation of the world.” 

 

“Offer my Mother to me. She is the rare flower of humanity, kinder, more 

wonderful, and more exquisite, than anyone else in creation. You have the right, since 

I have given you that right, and you are my child. You are something of her, and you 

are her priest.” 
“
Offer my Mother to me for she is your wealth, your fortune, your security, 

your defense, your treasure, and your power. If you but knew how much she longs for 

you. She longs so much to help you, to serve you, to care for you, to cure you, to 

nourish you. By offering her to me you enable her to work for your profit. You 

possess in her the most effective secret of giving glory to my Father and peace to 

men.” 
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EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 

 

 

1. Do I give to the Holy Virgin, in my spiritual and in my apostolic life, the leading 

position which is rightly hers? 

2. Do I regard the mediation of Mary as a truth which overflows on to my piety and 

my actions? 

3. Does my devotion towards Our Lady become more and more filial, more and more 

confident? 

4. If I feel that I have less devotion to her, what could be the cause? 

5. Is there not negligence or lack of conviction on my part about the role Mary plays in 

my life? In any case I must reconsider this point, for a priest never knows how 

many spiritual and temporal benefits he jettisons for himself and for others when he 

does not plumb the Marian sources of grace. God gave himself to the world through 

Mary. It is through Mary that he continues to give himself to souls. 

6. Have I taken the trouble to study Marian theology thoroughly? 

7. When did I last read a serious work about Our Lady? 

8. How do I express my devotion to Our Lady? 

9. Is my Hail Mary sufficiently respectful, mindful of her presence? 

10. Is my 
“
Pray for us”

 
really an appeal for help? 

11. Have I a real faith in the power of the Rosary? Am I faithful in reciting it every day? 

If not, is it not because I do not believe in it sufficiently? Or must I admit that it is 

too great an effort for me? Is it because I do not organize my time? Yet, would not 

many things go better if I were more devoted to Mary? 

12. Do I treat Mary as a Mother who knows everything, who can do everything, to 

whom I can tell everything, and of whom I can ask everything? 

13. Do I love to preach about Mary? 

14. Do I direct the souls who come to me towards a firm devotion to Mary which they 

will base on conviction rather than emotion or habit? 

15. Have I understood that, bound by the law of respect for human liberty, she, who is 

all-powerful in her requests, can pray for me and for the world only if I ask her, 

fervently, to do so? 

16. Have I understood that the Holy Spirit has full liberty of action in me only if he 

finds Mary in my soul? 

17. Have I understood that the mysteries of the Rosary are rich in graces, and that by 

my Hail Mary I secure these for the benefit of the whole world? 

18.   Am I convinced that Mary is only waiting for my request to intervene? It is a 

serious matter, not a question of something childish. 
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Resolutions: 

 

1. To read a serious work about Our Lady every year. 

2. From time to time to make an act of faith in her presence and in her power. 

3. To love to tell her what interests me, but to tell her also what interests her Son. 

4. To show her the attentions, the kindnesses a loving son would show to a tenderly 

loving mother. 

5. To invite her often to my Mass, remember her presence, and even, sometimes, to 

ask her to take part in the celebration of my Mass. How much better it would be 

said! 

6. To be united with her when I say my Office, especially at the “Gloria Patri”. 

7. In the confessional to invoke her often as “Mother of Mercy”, “Refuge of sinners”, 

“Comforter of the afflicted”, - to ask her to guide my attitude as I deal with each 

soul. 

8. To offer often for her blessing and for her protection the souls for whom I am 

responsible. 

9. Before my sermons, to ask her to give through me the “words of life”, and to 

dispose my hearers to receive that word. 

10. To be faithful to my daily Rosary. To ask her for faith and loyalty; if I have lost the 

habit of saying the Rosary, to try to resume saying it even more frequently so that 

my carelessness will have served some useful purpose. 

 

        Spiritual Reading: 

 

“And the disciple took her to his own.” Saint John expresses that in a few simple 

words. His well-beloved Master has just entrusted to him the mother His death was going 

to leave alone in the world. He leads her away then to his home. He takes her to his own. 

Henceforth she will be his mother. And he will be her son. 

 

There is material for rich contemplation in these simple words. We can easily 

imagine the completely new life of the disciple, after he has taken Mary “to his own”. He 

has known her for a long time. He has loved her as the mother of his dear Master. Now he 

has another motive for loving her. He loves her as his own mother. 

 

We can imagine the fruitful conversation of these two virginal souls. John had 

everything to receive from Mary but she had to turn to John for the Eucharistic Jesus. He 

venerated her as the mother of his God. She revered him as a priest. He saw in her the 

person who had given Christ his human life. She saw in him the person who gave him life 

again. 

 

I believe that it was the humility of Mary that prevailed in her new life. In the house 

of John where she was “mother”, she found her joy in considering herself always as the 
“
handmaid”. With the same simplicity which she had previously shown at Nazareth, she 

busied herself in the house-hold, caring for everything, ready to do all the humble tasks 
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which is the noble lot of the mother. At Jerusalem, at Ephesus, she saw many visitors come 

to the home of John. Self-effacing, always attentive, she knew how to remain in the 

background. 

 

I am sure that she whom the Church venerates as the 
“
Queen of the Apostles” 

appeared to people in those days as a devoted and discreet mother, happy always to stay out 

of sight in the kitchen. That is why she is so great. That is what attracts us to her. If only we 

knew, like Saint John, how to take her into our house! 

 

If only we knew, like Saint John, how to live with her our whole life! To live with her 

in our hours of exaltation as well as in our hours of boredom. In the hours of our apostolate 

as well as in the hours of our humble work. In the hours of our rest as well as in the hours 

of our work. How changed our life would be if we would take her to our own. 

 

Agnes Richomme. 

 

       II 

 

Christianity is a new and eternal life given to men. They live this during their entire 

earthly career. It is a human life and as such requires a maternal as well as a paternal 

source. For that reason God created that wonder of wonders, the heart of a mother. Into it 

he put a profound love, a determined love, we might almost say an irrational love, a love 

ready for any sacrifice, for all devotion, for all unselfishness. Alas, what would have been 

happening to us, poor human beings that we are, if, during our helpless and pitiful years, 

someone “who was made to love us” had not cared for us, and let us feel that we were 

precious to someone? 

 

Maternal love clings fast to life. Reciprocally, recourse to the mother is also an 

instinct of life: the first cry of the child in the cradle, the last appeal of the sick in hospital. 

At the same time, it is an important element of the religious and moral life. There are things 

that we normally learn properly only from our mother, particularly respect for women. 

 

God does not want the supernatural life to be less perfect than the natural life. Neither 

does he wish that those whom he adopts through his Son should have only one parent. Thus 

he coated Our Lady. 

 

God, who has put marvels of tenderness into the heart of ordinary mothers, has put 

into the heart of his own mother love and tenderness of a supreme order. 

 

Once again, it is the Incarnation alone which matters, but it reveals its perfection by 

giving to men the Mother of God incarnate. If God goes to the trouble of allowing a virgin 

to become the mother of his Son he will not be satisfied to give her only tepid and shy 

maternal sentiments, which would not satisfy an ordinary mother. 

 

The Mother of God, according to Saint Thomas, is in the order of infinite things and 

this is so because of her motherhood. It is, then, in a maternal love which is in some way 

infinite, that she is going to express herself. Mother of the Infinite, mother in whom this 

infinite becomes the life of all humanity, she will be in some manner infinitely a mother, 

and God will make her heart great enough to love proportionately. This reflects the 
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seriousness, the sincerity, the realism of the Incarnation. 

 

Thus we can say that everything combines to make her the worthy Mother of God in 

his human life. Her two roles are inseparable in the God-Man. 

 

From the beginning, as her Immaculate Conception prepared her to be the mother of 

God, so it likewise prepared her to be the mother of sinners. While she was so privileged 

without a shadow of selfishness, she was like-wise preserved from that self-centeredness 

which restricts the greatest love. “If, therefore, you who are evil know how to give good 

things to your children, how much more...” If ordinary mothers, in spite of sin, which is in 

all of them, have such devotion and unselfishness, what qualities will we find in the 

Immaculate Conception? 

 

Our masterpiece, the means the Word took to be more closely linked with mankind, 

how can she be anything but completely linked with us? Since she is both the image and the 

pattern of her Son who loved us unto death, she cannot but reflect his love. Sanctified as a 

mother, as a mother she must have love, and as this sanctification is unique, so must her 

mother’s love be. As she is full of grace as a mother, and is all-holy as a consequence, she 

is full of love; and since it is as a mother she is so full of love, it is a mother’s love she 

displays. 

 

Just as she loves her Son with all the strength of her body and of her soul, and with all 

the forces of which she is filled, she will love with the same total love, with the same 

natural love, the members of her Son’s body because he is in them. “That the love 

wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

E. Meersch. 

 

Subjects for Discussion: 

 

1. In what sense is Mary the mother of our priesthood? 

2. On what points should we insist in our sermons about Mary, to make devotion to 

the Holy Virgin more orthodox and firm? 

3. Is it correct to say that Our Lady has need of us to fulfill her maternal mission? 

 

PRAYER: 

 

Holy Virgin Mary, never shall I be able to thank you enough for all that you have 

been to me. Your care of me is greater and finer than I can imagine. Help me, at least, not 

to be ungrateful. I am most sincere when I say that I do not want to disappoint you. 

 

Mother of the merciful heart, pity my weakness. Mother of the strong heart, 

strengthen my cowardice. Mother of the burning heart, inflame me with your charity. 

Obtain for me the gift to speak of you with fervor, that I may draw more and more souls to 

your heart. I am your child, I am your priest. Like St. John, I want to open to you the doors 

of my soul, and I want to show you a son’s devotion. May all that I am be yours, for the 

glory of your Son.         Amen. 
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Thought:  

 

He who has not Mary for a mother, has not God for a father. 

God the Son wishes to be formed and, one may say, to become incarnate every day 

by his mother in the members of his body.  

St. Louis de Montford 

 

 

 

 


