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I. Introduction: 

 

On July 27, 1972, the General Assembly held a plenary session to discuss the Charism of the 

Society, motivated by the ‘questioning’ of our Adult Seminary work; such questions arose from 

the first days of discussion in the General Assembly.   

 

According to the minutes of the 20th day of July, Father Ovian proposed that a specific 

Commission should exist to study the following point: “How relevant are Seminaries for Adult 

Vocations?”  Father Cordero pointed out that our apostolate should not be comprehended 

specifically, merely as the formation of priestly adult vocations, but also as the formation of lay 

leaders and of those adults who would desire to participate more actively in the ministry of 

Christ.  The meeting ended with the agreement that a specific date would be set for this 

discussion.  

 

On the following day (21st), Father Ovian clarified that his proposal should be understood 

thus: that “a Commission of the members of the M.Ss.A. be set up to work with experts and 

other interested professionals to study the formation of programs and innovations in seminaries 

and/or Centers for Adult Vocations.”  

 

However, there remained pending in the Assembly, the need to probe in depth the reality and 

the effects of the Charism of our Society.  For instance, the Assembly proceeded to propose that 

adult vocational centers should not be used only for the formation of candidates to the 

Priesthood, but that the term ‘adult vocations’ should be understood as a wider concept and 

should not be limited to the problem of the formation of adult ‘priestly’ vocations. 

 

Father Bergeron also emphasized the need to clarify concepts, since otherwise there would be 

cause for concern; then the query arose: “Do each of our works develop within the Charism of 

the Society?  Are we perhaps forcing the Charism, or maybe changing it?  Are we faithful to our 

Charism?”  

 

In view of such questions, the need for the General Assembly to meet on a specific day, at a 

special hour if necessary, became imperative.  July 28 was set, and the entire morning was used 

up.  The discussion was spontaneous, full of enthusiasm, most rich in ideas.  To prevent 

distractions and in order that all could participate without tensions, it was decided to record the 

discussions and not take notes.  The Secretaries would later undertake to collect the data from the 

recordings.   

 

This historical meeting, which cleared up many ideas, and filled up those present with 

enthusiasm and even spiritual fervor, unfortunately has not been entirely reproduced in the 

document we now publish, because the recording turned out to be deficient owing to mechanical 

defects.  But regardless of this regrettable fact caused by the circumstances, the joy of the 

participants was filled to excess by the spiritual richness springing from so many ideas therein set 

forth.  The best recording lives in the memory of this historical meeting.   

 

The points discussed were: “If the true charism of the Society referred exclusively to adult 
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priestly vocations, or if its purpose had a wider scope?” “Why the work begun with priestly 

vocations, and now the intention is to extend it to adult spiritual leader vocations?” “Parishes, 

retreats, centers for the formation of leaders of the ecclesiastical community, are they part of the 

Charism?” “May we not be betraying our Charism with <a?> different types of Missionary and 

apostolic works, which are not part of our Charism?” “May we not be disintegrating our Society, 

following a different road?”, etc.  

 

There was a need to resort to the theological study of the Charism.  It was pointed out that the 

Charism of the Society is the same Charism of the Founder.  It was said that in many General 

Chapters of famous Congregations, it took months to interpret the Charism of the Founder, and 

‘adapt it’, if needed, to our times, interpreting the wishes of the long-deceased Founder.   

 

Some stated that it was sufficient, then, to listen to our Founder to resolve the problem.  

Others thought it was advisable to continue the discussion before listening to the word of the 

Founder of the Society, our present Superior General, in order to achieve at the end, in open 

dialogue with him, greater enlightenment.   

 

Someone was of the opinion that, from 1946 to this date (23 years approximately) the world 

has changed so much that the original Charism had to have undergone a process of evolution.  A 

further opinion expressed the idea in a different manner: the charism is a motion of the Spirit, 

and therefore it is very difficult to express it totally, and to realize it in works.  It could be said, 

rather, that Father Ménard was 25 years ahead of his time, and that his Charism foresaw the 

entire evolutionary process which has taken place in the world from 1946 to this date, and his 

Charism is today substantially the same as in 1946, except that its presentation and up-dating has 

been conditioned to the historical conditions wherein the Father (Founder?) found himself, and 

which did not allow him to carry out the entire breadth of the Charism he had received, 

particularly insofar as committed laymen were concerned.   

 

Probably, within a very few years, the evolution of the Church will permit even greater 

breadth to the Charism of the Society, without its originality suffering any amendments, but 

allowing it, little by little, to embrace its total expression and dimension.  Perhaps as yet, owing 

to present circumstances, we shall not discover the entire force and scope of this Charism.   

 

The discussion was not without its touch of humor, particularly when dealing with the reason 

why laymen were for so long excluded from ‘taking part’ in the church; nor was a slight strain 

lacking in the interventions, a strain caused undoubtedly by the love that each one bears towards 

the Society and the Church, and which, no doubt, led to anguish in those who exposed their own 

opinions emphatically.  All this was so spontaneous, healthy and sound, that it showed clearly in 

all the participants a great sincerity, a spirit of unity, and much love towards the Society and the 

service in the church.   

 

At the end, there was the dialogue with Father Ménard, who  - step-by-step  - disclosed how 

the Charism which he had felt and had wished to carry out, had crystallized in the development 

of the Society.   
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This brief note fails to provide all the wealth of this very important plenary held at the 

General Assembly.  When concluding the discussions, Father Ménard was requested to 

<resume?, summarize>, if possible, the expression of his own viewpoint concerning the Charism 

of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles:  

 

Hence the following pages.   

 

Luis Cordero  

Canonical adviser of the M.Ss.A.  
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II. THE CHARISM OF THE SOCIETY OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE HOLY 

APOSTLES - 

 

To reflect on the charisms, is to reflect on the wonders worked by the Holy Spirit upon a 

believer, upon all believers:  

 

“Each one has his own charism of God... as our Father gave out to each one and as  

each one was called by God, thus shall he walk.”     (Col 4, 7-17) 

 

-  Wonders that no man can demand.  These are the gifts, pure and simple.   

 

“If you knew the gift of God...”     (Jn 4, 10) 

 

-  Wonders that no official organization of the Church can foresee:  

 

“The wind blows where it will, and you hear its voice, but you know not from 

where it comes, nor where it goes; thus is all that is born from the Spirit.”     (Jn 3, 

9-10) 

 

-  Wonders that do not derive from the reception of the Sacraments: God has different 

means of giving himself to him who seeks.  The Father reveals His love for us, giving 

us his Son (Jn 3, 16); and in His Son, the Father gives of Himself; since Jesus is filled 

with the richness of the Father (Jn 1, 14). 

 

These over-abundant and gratuitous gifts come to being in the life of the Church: as the 

Hierarchy, the Sacraments... And let us never forget that the Holy Spirit is constantly at work in 

each one of us, as in the time of the Apostles (1 Cor 12-14).  It is up to us to be alert to the Spirit 

of God, to his ways, to his wisdom, which shall always surpass and surprise our human wisdom 

(1 Cor 1, 17-31). 

 

OUR CHARISM:  

 

What is our own Charism?  That of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles?   

 

“To foster, prepare and sustain the spiritual leaders, Priests, Deacons or laymen, which 

our brothers need.”  

 

These spiritual leaders are found among adults.  The word ‘adult’ is taken here in a sense 

which conveys not only age, but particularly as regards human and spiritual maturity in Christ 

(Eph 4, 11-16). 

 

MANIFESTATION OF THIS CHARISM:  

 

You will ask me: why and how did I come to realize this apostolic project?   
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A strange thing indeed...  I must tell you, to start with, that I never thought of founding a 

Seminary or a vocational Center for adults, least of all a religious society.  There follow certain 

facts which may provide some answer to your questions.   

 

Two years after being ordained to the priesthood, my superiors sent me to a house of 

Retreat, to provide spiritual exercises to men of all social classes.  This house is located at 

Chateauguay-Bassin, near Montreal.   

 

This prolonged in serious contact with Christ gave rise among many of these men to a 

sincere desire to make a total success of their lives.  To some of them, I put this simple question: 

“Why should not you be a priest?  Look at the needs of the world, look at your talents, look at the 

mercy of God, which you have just experimented.  Many, like you, are searching for God, at 

times without knowing it..., and God has wanted to make use of men to allow Himself to be 

found.  Why should He not make use of you?...  Do not say to yourself: where and how can I be 

the happiest?  but rather: where and how can I be the most useful?...  and happiness will 

inevitably follow.  Ask yourself also: “If I were to die now, where and how would I want to have 

lived?”  

 

The desire for the priesthood was born in many of these men.  Today they are priests in 

the diocesan as well as the religious clergy.   

 

Reflections concerning  

the history of the Church:  

 

I soon realized that adults constituted a normal source - if not the main one - of priestly 

vocations, - and not an exceptional source.  All the Apostles were adults when the Lord Jesus 

called them to follow him (Mt 10, 1-42).  And during the first centuries of the life of the Church, 

most of the priests were chosen from among the adults.  This fact has always been maintained..., 

even if several young men have chosen the priesthood as early as their infancy or their 

adolescence.   

 

The parable of the men called to work in the vineyard of the Master at different hours of 

the day, has impressed me deeply and I am convinced that such is the plan of God: at all hours, at 

all ages, Christ calls upon us to follow Him (Mt 20, 1-16).   

 

The priest...   

what mystery!  

 

The priest is the man of the Gospel, the man of the Eucharist, and the man of the 

Assembly.   

 

Thanks to my principal professor of Theology, Father Leonard M. Puesh O.F.M., I delved 

even deeper into the mystery of the priest and the Eucharist.   

 

The first baptized, at the beginnings of the Church, met regularly to hear how the 
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companions of Jesus, the Apostles, talked about Him, and to learn the teachings that He had 

given them...  

 

They formed one single and great family; they loved each other like brothers; they turned 

over their property to the community, to care for the poorest.  It was also of thing to see, how 

their heart when out in their prayers, especially when they met for the ‘Breaking of the Bread.’  

 

In such terms must the Eucharistic rite be understood - that is to say, Mass, as we call it 

today.   

 

In the afternoons they met intimately, at the home of one of them.  The assembly of 

disciples of Christ, of ‘Christians’ as they were soon to be called, began by a modest supper to 

which each contributed his provisions for a common meal...  Later they separated bread and 

wine.  Then one of the Apostles present performed anew the gestures, and repeated the words of 

Jesus at the Last Supper.  Taking the bread, he would say: “This is my body...” Taking the glass 

of wine, he would repeat: “This is my Blood, Blood of the New Alliance between God and men, 

Blood spilled for you, for the multitude of men, for the remission of their sins...”  

 

The Apostle thus identified himself with Christ, proceeding in the same manner; he 

occupied His place, to obey the order that had been given him: “Do this in my memory.” Then he 

cut the bread, broke it - (therefore the name given to this sacred ceremony: the Breaking of the 

Bread), and distributed it to all the disciples gathered there.  He then had the cup of consecrated 

wine passed from mouth to mouth.  Each one ‘communicated’, that is, joined himself to Jesus, 

present in the midst of his disciples, under the appearance of bread and wine.   

 

This was the Unique, but Great Novelty of the Cult of the Christians.  In this rite was 

everything <resumed?, summarized>...  The Church is the ‘Distributed Bread.’ 

 

Thus, the Mass is the central act of the Christian Cult.  Why?  Because it is the Sacrifice 

of Calvary, the culminating point in the history of the world, placed at the disposal of mankind in 

all times and in all countries.   

 

In effect, when Christ at His Last Supper, said over the bread: “This is my Body which is 

delivered for you,” and over the wine: “This is my Blood, spilled for you,” he was accepting in 

advance the Sacrifice of Calvary.  In the depth of His soul, He was already the victim.  A few 

days later He was to be immolated, and He wanted His companions to join in His sacrifice, and 

communicate with this “Flesh delivered” and this “Blood spilled.”  

 

When asking them to perform His gestures and repeat his words, Jesus wanted to 

immobilize that supreme instant, until the end of the world,... an instant in which, offering 

Himself as a victim, He invited Humanity of all times and continents to join in his 

sacrifice...”Partake and eat...” “Drink, all...”  

 

And obeying this desire of Jesus, the bishops, successors of the disciples of Jesus, and the 

priests who participate of His powers  - and who amount to approximately  two hundred and 
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thirty or two hundred and fifty thousand in the entire world,  - celebrate Mass each day.  One 

cannot but admire this prodigious invention of Christ, which permits all human beings to sit 

among their companions at His Last Supper, where He offered Himself as a victim.  Because this 

is the Mass: not only a commemorative remembrance, but a reality: Jesus present in person....  It 

is useless to try and decipher this mystery, which is absolutely im-provable (just as the presence 

of genius cannot be verified within the human brain on the operating table;) it is accepted 

because one trusts the word of Christ....  On the other hand, it is not a case of a new sacrifice 

performed on the altar.  No, this was done once and for all time, on Calvary.  It is not anything 

that has to be started afresh.  Mass is the same sacrifice as that of Calvary, which, playing with 

time and space, reaches out to us, and is available to all of us, to participate in it.   

 

Therefore, the mission of the priest is to help others to enter into the sacrifice of Christ 

the Savior.  Because, it is possible to attend Mass frequently without joining, or joining very little 

in the Sacrifice of Christ....  It is so easy to behave in life in a twofold manner....  On one hand, 

piety, fidelity to the cult, devotion...; on the other, family ties, business relationships, idleness, 

with a great wall separating one from the other.  The Gospels and Christian morals are prevented 

from intervening in life’s problems....  However, nothing is more false than this attitude.   

 

It is all of life, with its difficulties, its problems of conscience, its temptations, 

commitments and decisions, that must be taken to Mass to make them divine....  In this field, the 

priest plays an irreplaceable role as awakener and educator of the faith....   

 

Thus, when during the Mass the Christian approaches to partake of communion, he must 

not forget that to be united with the Victim of Calvary (host signifies ‘victim’), is to let oneself 

be drawn into His current of generosity.  Christ has given Himself, delivered Himself, for us.  

The priest commemorates this in the rite of the ‘Breaking of the Bread’, as he breaks the Host 

into many parts.  Mass is Love, delivered and distributed.  It is not possible to remain bound by 

selfishness....  Mass is the ‘distributed Bread’. 

 

During Mass, Christians, united to their  

priests, form one single heart and one  

single soul:  

 

The priestly mission is to place within the reach of men of all nations and of all times, the 

Unique Sacrifice of Christ the Savior, which takes place in the ceremonial of one solemn Family 

Supper.   

 

Mass is also the assembly of Christians, of those who have placed their hope in Christ.  It 

originates in the ritual supper of the Jewish Easter, during which Jesus consecrated the bread and 

wine....  To go to Mass is to sit at the table together, without discrimination of race or social 

condition....  Christ, choosing bread and wine, has shown his preference for ordinary, universal 

food, appreciated by the poor, the unemployed, the prisoners, those who know what it is to 

hunger for bread, and thirst for strengthening wine....  It must be remembered that Christ did not 

speak of the Eucharist until he had fed the multitudes.   
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The priest, consecrated and delegated to the service of the People of God, has also the 

responsibility, the mission of maintaining the Unity, and of maintaining ardent the love between 

the members of the community, for which he is responsible....  This truth does not receive 

sufficient thought: the divine life which enters into Christians at their baptism, that life that is 

preserved and developed by the Eucharist, renders their brotherhood between themselves far 

stronger than the closest family ties.   

 

It may happen that, against their will, they have to face each other in a war, in a social 

struggle, they may be of a different race or of a different color of skin, living one at the Pole and 

the other on the Equator,  - but all this cannot prevent them from being part of the great 

International Family, that of the Sons of the Kingdom, that of the Sons of God.   

 

Everything in the mass reminds us of this unity among Christians.  The bread is made of a 

great number of grains of wheat, crushed under the same mill, needed into dough... the wine has 

been extracted from a great quantity of bunches of grapes which, together, were stored and 

crushed.  All of this is a symbol of unity.   

 

Christians are members of a single Body, where Christ is the head....  The reading of the 

letters of the first disciples, the remembrance of the saints who founded and extended the 

Church, news from the Christians dispersed all over the earth, prayers for the absent, the 

evocation of the dead of the community, the chants in common and the acclamations, all evoke a 

great Family Gathering.  And, whether Mass is celebrated in the most splendid of cathedrals, or 

in the humblest country church, whether in the Pope’s Basilica, with all the splendor and pomp 

of great ceremonies, or in a displaced persons’ camp, in hiding, with a tin of preserves for a 

chalice, in every case it is the People of God who make a rendezvous around Christ in person.   

 

And the role of the priest is to care that the Christians gathered at the Mass shall never 

present the spectacle of a disunited family, because they would then no longer form “one single 

heart and one single soul....”Nothing is more sad than a Mass where communion has been 

received, “bread has been broken,” in common... and there is the pretense of not knowing each 

other, like travelers in a compartment, or spectators in a cinema.   

 

And we must also stress that if the priest, through vocation, has devoted himself to a 

ministry of reconciliation between erring Humanity and its God, this does not prevent him from 

presiding over the Christian Assembly in a festive atmosphere.  The Mass is most certainly a 

sacrifice; but it should not be overlooked that the victim is the Resurrected Christ.  On the other 

hand, why should Christians be sad when they meet?  They know that God loves them, that they 

are members of His family, heirs to Paradise.  Their life on earth has meaning....  They can sing 

their joy and hope in magnificent chorus, send forth triumphal alleluias to the sound of organs 

and bells, adorn their churches and wish them to be splendid for the greater honor of God, dress 

the ministers of the cult with beautiful ornaments, develop their joyous liturgies repeating: 

“Alleluia!  We were dead because of our sins and God has brought us back to life with Christ; 

with Him, He has resurrected us!”   

 

When the priest celebrates  
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Mass, he celebrates it over  

the entire universe: 

 

Yes: this expression, ‘Minister of the Resurrection’, defines entirely the role of the priest 

at the service of God and men....  Since he is also in charge of reminding Christians that they 

must never cease being optimistic, he must as well show them that for them, life should not be 

dull and sad, and that they should fear nothing, not even death.   

 

From the deepest recesses of their soul, they know that they have already passed from true 

death (separation from God due to sin,) and have gone on to true life (entry into the divine 

sphere).  They may fear, as all do, the terrible final moments of existence, but they should know 

that their new life, the divine one, continues for ever.   

 

As a Minister of the Resurrection, the priest, just as did the Apostle Paul when he was 

addressing the first Christians, reminds men that if Christ has been the first to come back to life, 

they will also do so.  The divine energy will transform, and transfigurate their body... whether it 

has been left whole in the tomb, or whether its ashes have been scattered to the four winds; they 

shall be divested of the carnal condition they carried on earth; all of the animal, with its 

limitations, with its capacity for suffering, shall disappear: no more tears, mourning or sorrow.   

 

Moreover, as the Body of Christ has belonged to this creation and has taken root, has 

lived and has been glorified and transfigurated by the divine life... it can be said that the entire 

world has been associated with Him, and has been called to his glorification, to its 

transfiguration.  Because all creation forms one enormous aggregate....  With the Resurrection of 

Christ, it is the entire Cosmos that comes back into its full meaning and its nobility, according to 

God’s original plan.  This is a well known fact..., but it is man, made by God King of the 

Creation, who must give his free consent.   

 

And it is a sublime vocation of the priest to immerse this anguish in his prayer and help 

men to discard their sinful mentality, in order to give themselves up to the divine action: in this 

way, the very transfiguration of men will have repercussions in Nature and will attract the 

material world, be it vegetal or animal, be it the world of scientific realizations, or technical ones, 

into the line of the Kingdom of God....  So as to attain that Creation <where>, instead of serving 

evil in being used for destruction, for the sabotage of the true values, for the loss of intelligence 

and heart, shall end up serving good, for the glory of God, the salvation of mankind and the 

triumph of the Universe....   

 

This, then, is the priest’s struggle.  It is not that of someone who complains of the world, 

the Creation, or Progress, but rather the struggle of one who does all in his power to save them 

from evil.  And he performs this task in total confidence....  Since Christ has risen, the Easter 

Resurrection is ensured for the entire Cosmos.  Yes, when the priest celebrates Mass, he 

celebrates it over the entire universe.   

 

MORE and MORE Priests  

for the world: 
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You will easily understand that, from these meditations, has been born a mad desire to 

give priests to the world,... no matter the price.  This enthusiasm has gone on increasing....  It has 

even been stimulated by difficulties, misunderstandings, the very opposition encountered today 

by priestly vocation.   

 

We know very well that the task of the priest is far beyond the strength, or the wisdom of 

men.  Being, so to speak, carried by the Spirit, the priest must let himself be led, day after day, by 

the will of God, who wants all men to be saved.  But it is, however, Joy that is foremost in the 

life of the priest.   

 

All Christians are called upon to share in the joy of the Lord: but the priest receives this 

call in a particular degree.  The Apostle Paul has confided into us, in harsh terms, but with an 

extraordinary accent of truth:  

 

“Afflicted in all, but not crushed, perplexed, but not in despair; pursued, but not 

abandoned; subdued, but not annihilated.”     (2 Cor 4, 8-9)  

 

All sorts of suffering accompany him in his ministry: but it is in such conditions that he 

gives the life of God.   

 

“For, although we live, we move constantly delivered to death for the cause of 

Jesus, so that also the life of Jesus shall be manifest in our mortal flesh.  Thus, 

death acts in us, but life in you.”     (2 Cor 4, 11-12) 

 

Such is the joy of priests, Apostles of Christ: joy often hidden, but immense.   

 

But... when and how  

to prepare priests?...  

 

In truth, I was lacking an evident and adequate preparation for so great a task: that of 

training priests.  During two years (1944  - 1945), I did everything possible to convince my 

brother priests, better prepared than I, to establish a center for these adult priestly vocations.  I 

provided them with the candidates, and even with the necessary financial aid, thanks to 

benefactors already interested in this work.   

 

The practically general indifference, misunderstanding and opposition to these efforts on 

one hand,  - the clear vision that such a project should go forward, on the other hand, - arose in 

me a kind of persistent obsession impelling me to act on my own: I would launch out myself to 

recruit, foster and train these juvenile and adult priestly vocations already in contact with me.   

 

Then that it was that, providentially, on the occasion of a retreat, I encountered a layman, 

Mr. HECTOR DURAND; awakened by the parable of “Lazarus and the rich man”  (Lk 16, 19-

31), Mr. Durand undertook the commitment to totally support this projected priestly task, with 

his entire strength and all his fortune.  The permission granted me at the same time by my 
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Superiors was for me the evident signed that I was not laboring under the illusion of a dream, but 

was following God’s will.  In spite of few human guarantees, I had the conviction that this work 

would succeed, on condition that I should remain faithful to my priestly function (Acts 6, 4) 

while Mr. Durand and his associates were entirely responsible for the whole economic aspect of 

the project.   

 

It was thus that, on September 17, 1946, the new ‘Apostolic School of St. Pasqual’ 

received its first thirty students, in premises very reminiscent of the poverty of Bethlehem.  

Practically all the professors were laymen.  The students, divided into teams, were themselves 

responsible for discipline and for various administrative offices.   

 

And the grain of mustard (Mt 13, 31-32) developed, thanks to the Word of God and to the 

Eucharist, around which revolved the entire life of the Seminarians.  Difficulties of all 

imaginable kinds were not lacking, and often originated from persons from whom we expected 

more understanding and some help (Mt 10, 36).  But obstacles, far from disheartening us, served 

as a stimulant.   

 

A few sentences displayed on the walls, were the only adornment of our house.  But....  

They were continuously giving out their message:  

 

-  Providence always rises before the sun.   

 

-  An evangelically poor and disinterested priest performs miracles of good in the midst of 

the people (Pius  XII). 

 

-  The bell that rings clear, has passed through fire.   

 

-  Every obstacle is a fulcrum.  (Point of support.)  

 

-  “How great is the priest shall not be understood, except in eternity” (St. Jean-Marie 

Vianney, Curé d’Ars).  

 

The years have passed...  1946  - 1962.   

 

It is precisely in 1962 when Providence makes itself manifest on the occasion of an 

unpredictable difficulty, which leads me towards the United States and Latin America.  And the 

new Society of ‘Missionaries of the Holy Apostles’ was born on August 15,  1962, Feast of the 

Assumption of Mary, at the Apostolic Vicariate of St. Joseph of the Amazon, in Perú.  Msgr. 

Danase Laberge became the canonical Erector and the protector of this new branch of activity of 

the ‘Holy Apostles’.  

 

Our Charism, which comes from the Holy Spirit, is ceaselessly present, adapts itself and 

evolves.  It is evident that the signs of the times show us that our Charism invites us to undertake 

and care for, not only priestly vocations, but also spiritual leaders among laymen and deacons.   
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Since we are performing the ‘Work of the Church’..., it is all of the Church which invites 

us to collaborate with our priests in the diocesan or religious clergy, male and female religious, 

laymen too, married or not.   

 

Enthusiasm  

and realism: 

 

A spiritual leader must be a man (initiated?) in prayer, well balanced and sociable, firm 

and understanding, versed in the knowledge of God and of men, willing to dialogue, given over 

to the study of the teachings of the Church, and of the Bible; all of this, he must be to a high 

degree.   

 

In addition, to form such leaders, frequent and prolonged contact with the poor is 

essential.  These have so much to offer us in the true sense of the Gospel, and in the reality of 

acute problems among which they struggle.  Prayer, study, apostolic experiences, are essential 

things for the formation of authentic spiritual leaders.   

 

For a Missionary of the Holy Apostles, priestly vocations are in plain view, in sufficient 

quantity, according to the needs of the Church.  Therefore, there is no actual crisis of vocations, 

but <a>: 

 

-  crisis of vocational promoters,  

-  crisis in the adequate presentation of the true sense of priestly life, introduced by a well-

balanced person who loves, prays and works. 

 

The youth of today, and those less young, are generous, maybe more so than in the past.  

But they are terrified of  

 

-  sacrifice in vain,  

-  useless courage,  

-  unemployed charism,  

-  joyless effort,  

-  a framework without life,  

-  a testimony without authenticity...  

 

They want to be happy, and a realistic enough to know that to be happy is to love, is to 

serve..., and to serve to the end, that is, up to giving their lives for those they love (Mt 20, 28), 

which is the very peak of love, and the full meaning of life.   

 

Contagious  

Example: 

 

To see a Missionary priest of the Holy Apostles in action, is above all to see him when he 

gives out the Word of God and when he celebrates the Eucharist: one is soon convinced that he is 

a happy priest.  He then becomes a ‘vocational promoter...’: living near him, many will think: 
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“Why should not I be a priest like him?”, or: “Why could I not, with him and like him, practice 

my own priesthood, received at Baptism?”  

 

Let it be well known:  

 

There are vocations  

 

- which are timid, - they must be re-assured and protected,  

- which ignore themselves  - they must be awakened  

- are silent  - they must be discovered  

- which dare not  - they must be encouraged  

- which are anxious  - they must be sustained  

- which are upset  - they must be upheld  

- which are made impossible through poverty - they must be helped out. 

 

 Sustaining Spiritual  

Leaders, priests,  

Deacons and Laymen: 

 

Since the very beginning of our work in the Society of the Holy Apostles, the Priests have 

been the object of particular attention and of special affection.   

 

Very frequently, the priest finds himself alone with his problems, without a spiritual 

family, and at times without sufficient financial resources.  Hence the necessity for him to 

undertake activities which are other than those of his priesthood,  - this priesthood which makes 

him: 

 

- the man of the Gospel,  

- the man of the Eucharist,  

- the man of the Assembly.   

 

If our charism is that of fostering and forming priests, deacons and lay spiritual leaders, 

we must also sacrifice everything in order to sustain them.  When necessary, we show organized 

entities to help them on the moral, intellectual or financial level.   

 

- “... shelter each other mutually, as Christ sheltered you for the glory of God” (Rom 15, 

7). 

 

-  “A brother helped by his brother, is a stronghold, and friends are as the bolts of the 

stronghold” (Pr 18, 19). 

 

- “It is therefore essential that all diocesan as well as religious priests, help each other, 

and work always together in the task of truth” (M.S. 8). 

 

“This communion in the priesthood must help priests to feel themselves specially 
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responsible for those among them who have difficulties; at the precise moments, 

they will be their counselors, their support, and if pertinent, will forward discrete 

observations.  They shall always give proof of brotherly love and generosity to 

those who have had difficulties; they shall pray to God for this insistently and 

shall watch ceaselessly, that they may be at the right time, true brothers and 

friends.”     (M.S. 8)  

 

Concerning the Society 

 and each of its members  

 

This Charism of our Society, incorporates and orients the Charism of each of its 

members.  With the liberty given to the sons of God, the Missionary belongs to his own self, and 

endeavors to develop his talents, however minimal or insignificant they may seem.  The Lord is 

accustomed to perform marvels with poor instruments.  This is our true condition (Jn 14, 12 ss.; 

16, 23 s.). 

 

The purpose of the period of probation is precisely to make known the Society and its 

Charism.  Before the Lord, before himself and before his brothers, the probationer seeks within 

himself the aptitude to live this Charism, that is, with all sincerity, before any other commitment.   

 

Necessary  

collaboration  

of Laymen: 

 

So as to remain faithful to our Charism, we rely a great deal on the collaboration of 

committed laymen.  From the very beginning of the activities of the Society of the Holy Apostles, 

laymen have assumed great responsibilities, particularly insofar as financial matters are 

concerned: holders of titles of ownership, administrators, counselors; also various laymen have 

been educators in our Centers for priestly vocations.   

 

Besides, the Apostles themselves had clearly decided for themselves:  

 

“... as for ourselves, we shall dedicate ourselves to prayer and the Ministry of the 

Word.”     (Acts 6, 4) 

 

Without prayer, without the service of the Word of God and the service of the Eucharist, 

our priestly life lacks all its meaning.  We lose our objective and we improvise ourselves as 

‘blind guides” (Mt 23, 24), ready to fall by the wayside, along with those who expect of us Truth 

and Life, that is, Jesus Christ.   

 

“It is also essential to have confidence in laymen, place them in positions wherein they 

serve the church, giving them liberty and field for action, but inviting them, when the occasion 

arises, to themselves take the initiatives” (M.S. 9). 
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Dear Brothers,  

 

Let’s live together the mystery of an always new Pentecost.  Our promise, and our way of 

following <the> Evangelical Counsels, manifest our charism.  Together, we desire before all to 

expand in an authentic “Spirituality of the Mystical Body,” or “Spirituality of Pentecost.”  

 

-  Spirituality of life and movement, which cannot be reduced purely and simply to the 

observance of rules.   

 

-  Spirituality which never consents to the loss of the prodigious, explosive power of the 

first Pentecost.   

 

-  Spirituality which does not desire to choose between the Church and the world, we 

must only be  - in the world, and as members of the world,  - the visible presence of the 

Spirit who came to continue the work of Jesus Christ.  As baptized, we do not allow 

ourselves to be led by our own spirit, but by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus.   

 

-  Spirituality of universal breadth, which associates our consecration to commitment to 

the world.  

 

-  Spirituality which avidly searches for new forms of sanctity, new crystallizations of the 

Evangelical ideal.   

 

-  Spirituality which associates us joyfully to the sufferings or sadness of our brothers, 

with the thought that we play our role in the unfinished symphony of the Passion of 

Christ.   

 

-  Spirituality which demands of us the need and the exigency to live according to our 

Charism, that is: to give Priests and spiritual leaders to our brother men... this is truly 

the greatest service that can be rendered.   

 

Hail Mary!  

 

Together in Christ Jesus, at the service of the People of God,  

 

Eusèbe-Henri Ménard.   


