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The Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles are a part of the Apostolate of the Holy 

Apostles which comprises presently : 

 

- The Society of the Holy-Apostles, priests and brothers. 

- The Society of the Sisters of the Holy Apostles. 

- The Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles. 

- The Corporations of lay persons. 

- The Fraternity of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles. 

- The Father-Eusebe-Menard Foundation. 

- The Fraternity of Our Lady of the poor. 

- The Evangelization Centre for the distribution of our publications and other catholic 

books. 

 

It is a Society of Apostolic Life in which its members are committed to taking seriously their 

baptism and its consequences. 

 

With much affection and respect I offer you this Rule of Life to help you follow Jesus Christ, the 

essence of a consecrated life. It is a code of personal happiness, communal happiness and 

apostolic efficiency. 

 

 

Who are the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles? 

 

It is a group of committed priests and lay persons (Society of Apostolic Life), that finds its 

intimate union and strength in the Mystical Body of Christ, following the example of the Holy 

Apostles and the first christians, as described in the Acts of the Apostles, and following most 

particularly the example of Mary, and is entirely disposed to do the will of God. 

 

- The Missionaries of the Holy Apostles want to render the best service possible to the 

People of God, which is to discover, form and sustain spiritual leaders, priests, lay 

persons, particularly adults, for the countries in greatest need. 

- To complement these works, the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles establish and animate 

houses of prayer, retreat houses, do pastoral work in poor parishes and are at the service 

of the underprivileged. 

- The Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles was approved by the Holy See in 

Rome (Congregation for the Evangelization of the people and the Propagation of faith) on 

the 27 of September  1971. It is the first religious Society of men founded in Peru. Its 

Constitutions were approved on the 11
th

  of November  1986 by His Eminence Cardinal 

Juan Landazuri Ricketts, Archbishop of Lima and Primate of the peruvian Church, the 

Archdiocese where the mother house is situated, headquarters of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles. The eight bishops consulted in the dioceses where we are presently 

working gave the Cardinal of Lima their entire approval and highly praised our new 

constitutions. 
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CHARISM, SPIRIT AND MISSION 

OF THE SOCIETY OF THE  

MISSIONARIES OF THE HOLY APOSTLES 

 

 

A- Charism of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles today 

 

To reflect on the charism is to reflect on the marvels that the Holy Spirit has accomplished in 

each believer, in all believers:  

 

“Each has a particular gift from God… Everyone should live as the Lord has assigned, just as 

God called each one.” (1 Cor 7,7, 17). 

 

- Marvels that no man has the right to require. They are pure gifts from God: “If you knew 

the gift of God…” (Jn 4,10). 

- Marvels that no official organization of the Church can foretell: “The wind blows where it 

wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit”.(Jn 3, 8) 

- Marvels that are not a result of receiving the sacraments: God has many ways of giving 

Himself to those who seek Him. The Father shows us His love by giving us His Son (Jn 3, 

16) and in His Son, the Father gives us Himself, since Jesus is filled with the riches of the 

Father (Jn 1,14). 

 

These abundant and free gifts make up the life of the Church, like the Hierarchy and the 

Sacraments. Let us never forget it, the Holy Spirit is constantly ready to come upon us as He did 

with the Apostles (1 Cor 12-14). We must be open to the Spirit of God, to His ways, to His 

Wisdom that surpasses all human wisdom (1 Cor 1, 17-31). 

 

 

B- The Spirit of the Charism 

 

This is the way the charismatic person puts into practice his own charism. This is why we speak 

of “the spirit of the Society” which, in practice, is the same thing. 

 

When we say that we must follow “the authentic spirit of the Founder” (Perfectae Caritatis 2b), 

this means that all the members follow their proper charism in conformity with the very spirit of 

the Society, to put its charism into practice. Through this spirit, strengths are united and are in 

conformity with its unique character. 

 

The Spirit of the Charism is made manifest especially by the typical virtues with which the 

Society puts into practice the inspiration of the Holy Spirit it receives.  

 

These virtues are: 

 

- the human, affective, social balance and common sense. These human qualities are 

fundamental. We can and must develop them. It is necessary to seriously inquire about 
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these different aspects of each candidate who wants to become a member of our Society. 

We must never forget that quality attracts quantity. 

 

- Humility is a fundamental condition in order to be a christian and to act as one. Nothing 

can replace real humility. We must all be aware of our total dependance on God: “I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 

because without me you can do nothing” (Jn 15, 5). 

 

We must also recognize that we need others, our brothers Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, who 

have qualities we do not have and which are complementary. “A brother is a better defense than a 

strong city, and a friend is like the bars of a castle” (Prov. 18,19). 

 

It is a question of being humble as Jesus often asked of his Apostles (Mk 10, 42-45; Jn 13, 1-6; 

Mt 18, 1-4). “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; 

and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” (Mt 11, 29,-30). 

 

God bestows favor on the humble: “God opposes the proud but bestows favor on the humble” (1 

P 5, 5). “By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective”. (1 

Cor 15, 10). 

 

- Faith, Hope and Charity 

 

These virtues were infused into our souls by the Holy Spirit at our baptism and allow us to see 

things as God sees them. They allow us to act with the strength of God and to love with the heart 

of God. 

 

- Poverty 

 

This virtue makes us realize that “in Him we live and move and have our being” (Ac 17,28). 

Every member of the Work of the Holy Apostles who is poor and detached in the manner of the 

Gospel will work miracles among God’s people. This is indispensable to help us accept ourselves 

and our message. “For I want not what is yours, but you”. (2 Cor 12, 14). 

 

- A love and a profound respect for the Eucharist and its priests 

 

We must never criticize a priest; on the contrary, we must do all we can to help him. Through the 

Eucharist he celebrates, and not necessarily through his own personal merits, the priest is always 

the greatest benefactor of humanity. He is the only person who can change the bread and wine 

into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

- A collaboration with committed and competent lay persons, men and women 

 

We help them discover and practice the royal priesthood. These same lay persons often help 

priests rediscover and better practice their ministerial priesthood in the present world and become 

more assiduous to prayer and to the Word of God. 
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In Jesus, we are all equal, “For through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus. For all of 

you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus” (Gal 3, 26-29). “You have taken off the old self with its practices” (Col 3, 9). 

These two texts from Saint Paul express very clearly the spirituality of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles. 

 

- The spirit of work: the poor man has to work in order to survive. 

 

God has wanted to use us to realize his marvellous plan of love. We are His collaborators. Let us 

do all we can as if all depended on us and as if all depended on God. 

 

“I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me” (1 

Cor 15, 10). 

 

“I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your sakes. If I love you more, am I to be loved 

less?” (2 Cor 12, 15). 

 

“… speak little…” (Ec 5, 1) and work hard. 

 

 

C- Mission of the Society 

 

It is about “the actualization” of the charism of this Society, by following “the spirit” it has. The 

“mission” of the Society refers to its own goal, and this comprises the works that actualize its 

charism :  

 

- To humanize and evangelize all our brothers through all the works suggested by the signs 

of the times in which we are living. 

 

- Concretely, their task is to promote, prepare and help vocations of priests, religious and 

committed lay persons, through prayer and the adequate presence of the ministerial and 

royal priesthood of the people of God. These spiritual leaders that the world needs so 

badly are found particularly among adults. The word “adult” must be understood here not 

only according to age but especially in the sense of human and spiritual maturity in Christ 

(Eph 4, 11-16). 

 

- And as complementary activities, our missionaries establish and direct Prayer Centres 

(Retreat Houses); these are special means to obtain a personal experience of a love for 

Christ, to discover the will of the Father on us and to make the decision of serving him as 

Jesus did. 

 

- To take care of the poor, the underprivileged. 

A Religious Society born in a poor country like Peru has no choice but to dedicate itself to the 

most underprivileged. They are a necessary means for our christian and priestly formation as well 

as for our evangelical education: the poor teach us what cannot be found in books. It is a question 

of being helped by lay collaborators and other persons that we must find and guide. 



 6 

 

We are : 

- The voice for those who have no voice 

- The hand for those who have no hands 

- The bridge between the haves and the have nots. 

 

 

D- Permanent Renovation 

 

Our renewal must be to live today by the spiritual gift that the Holy Spirit has given to all the 

members of the Society. The real renewal must take place in the fidelity to prayer. We are living 

in an agitated, noisy, superficial world… Where can we find silence and tranquillity? 

 

Man needs tranquillity and silence. It is a law of natural and spiritual life. Tranquillity and silence 

are as necessary as air and water. Present noises that tend to increase day by day are a danger for 

all of us. 

 

Without silent preparation, action is but sterile agitation. The more one receives through silence, 

the more one will be able to give through action. 

 

“Noise prevents me from understanding what is going on within me” (Saint-Exupéry). 

 

The essential encounter is found within ourselves. It is in the interior cell of our spirit, in the 

personal activity we call prayer… This is where God finds us, encounters us, enlightens us; He 

makes us good, strong, faithful; this is where He shapes us the way He wants us (Paul VI). 

 

In spite of all the real human limitations the founder of the Society may have, all the members 

must begin with an act of faith in order to realize the charism of the Society. 

 

This act of faith could be expressed in the following manner: 

 

- The Spirit of Christ who makes the members of this Society promoters and formation 

members of adult priestly vocations and spiritual leaders in the Church. 

 

- He who gave him a spirituality of the Mystical Body, a love for poverty, a communal 

feeling according to the signs of the times, and also a complete consecration to serve 

others in a sacrificial manner. 

 

- The Spirit of Christ continues to inspire all the members of the family of the Missionaries 

of the Holy Apostles to better realize their mission of remaining faithful to their charism. 

 

Each one, being animated by this Spirit, we must deepen the knowledge proper to the authentic 

charism (Ecclesiae Sanctae 13, 3), and continually discern the evangelical values we must always 

have before us as the ideal of our vocation. This allows each member of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles to be continually up-to-date in today’s world. 
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No one, therefore, will be able to become more individual in what he believes to be the charism 

of the Society. In this task of continual discovery of our charism and of the new aspects that may 

appear, the Society needs men who are profoundly spiritual, men of faith, who are concentrated 

on doing God’s will and who are ready to obey Him in all things. True fidelity to the spirit of the 

Society, according to “Ecclesiae Sanctae” mentioned above, consists in a fidelity to the 

inspirations of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All this must take place in a communal spirit, for the Spirit of truth is also the Spirit of love, and 

He manifests himself to the community assembled in His name and in a spirit of love. However, 

we must have recourse with humility and loyalty to the authentic criteria of the presence of the 

Spirit; persons, apostolates, experience will have to be examined in the light of their congruence 

with the Gospel, with the way of thinking of the People of God (Lumen Gentium, 12), with the 

Magisterium of the Church, and with the profound values of the tradition of the Missionaries of 

the Holy Apostles. 

 

If someone dared deform the Spirit of the Society or impose false criteria on the charism of the 

Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, or if he discovered that he cannot work within the authentic 

charism of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, in all honesty,  he will have to leave the 

Society. I must be inflexible on this point, and I am ready to give my life to defend the charism 

that the Lord in His goodness has given us. All Animators must see to it that no one moves away 

from our authentic vocation and mission. 

 

 

E- Importance of the Charism in the beginnings of a Society 

 

Religious Societies, before being recognized by the authorities, are, in the Church, like a special 

fruit of the charismatic flow of the Holy Spirit in the Founders, as in its reality as a “Society” and 

in each of its members. 

 

According to “Perfectae Caritatis 2”, we must preserve the fidelity to the spirit of the Gospel and 

to the intention of the Founder; but this is only possible in a continuous spiritual renewal, based 

fundamentally on an attitude of diligent attention and docility to the Holy Spirit: 

 

The charism of religious life is the fruit of the Holy Spirit always in action within the 

Church. This is precisely where the means of subsistence and the dynamism common to 

all religious families are found. 

 

If this is asked continually of all Orders and Religious Congregations, all the more must it be the 

task to require the same from a Society that is beginning, so that the charism may be always 

actual and never grow old. 

 

Our Society is young; this is why it may be tempted to change its objective just because there 

may be members who cannot adhere to the present one, because they do not have the vocation. 

The Church asks us to be faithful to the spirit of the foundation, because it is Christ who called us 

and enriched us with His gifts. 
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F- The charism of the survival of the Society 

 

The institutional elements of the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, the structures, 

its organization, written laws, as well as the interventions of the authorities, are not an end in 

themselves, but rather necessary means at the service of vocations and of the mission given by 

the Holy Spirit and, besides, do not exhaust the concrete requirements suggested by the same 

Spirit. 

 

He is life par excellence: inasmuch as we listen to Him, He inspires us adequately how to use the 

means to the end of the Society; He keeps us from falling into routines, He inspires the ends and 

means of going into action which are not seen in advance in the official programs. 

 

 

A few aspects of this openness to the Spirit: 

 

 

a) personal life style 

 

Interiorly, each Missionary of the Holy Apostles must listen to the Spirit with docility regarding 

his impulses, particuliarly concerning true mental prayer (Constitution 36-42), and consequently, 

must be understood as a realization of God’s plan on each of His chosen ones. 

 

Concerning activities, the Missionary of the Holy Apostles applies all his personal resources, but 

must always act as a member of a Society, remembering that the Spirit gives His charisms, not in 

function of the individual, but in function of the community. 

 

Finally, the joy of belonging to God forever is an incomparable fruit of the Holy Spirit that each 

one has tasted. Let us encourage ourselves, and look to the future with confidence. 

 

 

b) Type of apostolic work 

 

- Dynamism and enthousiasm: We feel committed and co-responsible in a divine initiative; 

the Spirit gives us courage, audacity and spiritual fortitude.  

 

- Realism and creativity: The Spirit invites us to use means of action that are flexible and 

proportionate, that will lead us to the realization of the Society’s goals. 

 

It isn’t a question of considering our actions as one sided, as if it were the only way that the Spirit 

of God can ask us to realize the vocation and the mission of the Society of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles. What would happen if ever the seminarians disappeared from the Church? Would 

the reason for the existence of our Society disappear as well? 

 

We must listen to the Lord to discover each day the numerous apostolates that, according to the 

times, could be authentic in realizing the goal of our Society (its vocation, its mission); a mission 

territory, - an episcopal Vicariate in Harlem, New York, for example – or taking charge of poor 
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parishes, organizing Vacation Centres for spiritual leaders, and other apostolates, could be so 

many more ways of realizing our mission. 

 

 

c) style of mutual relations 

 

Before being an institution, the Society is at all levels a “communion” a “community” of 

christians who have received the gift of an authentic vocation. 

 

The action of the Spirit animates from within its style of fraternal life and its exercise of 

authority; He gathers them and unites them in one movement of apostolic commitment. He is also 

the cause of the unity and dynamism of all the members of the “family of the Missionaries of the 

Holy Apostles”. 

 

Consequently, we must not confuse personal and human problems that certain members may 

have  with apostolic problems. The fact that certain members of the Missionaries of the Holy 

Apostles abandoned the Society does not allow us to look for the guilty ones. We must rather 

study the causes and consequences, and find the necessary remedies by drawing a lesson from 

our failures as well as from our success. 

 

The fact that an apostolate is so difficult does not authorize us to abandon it; on the contrary, it 

should interest us all the more: if we want to put aside apostolates that demand lots of courage, 

there is a sign that we have become “complacent” in the Society. It is more logical to look for 

personal solutions, when the problem is human and personal; through dialogue, it is easier to find 

a place for a member of the Society, without causing any detriment to his vocation, nor to the 

mission of the whole Society. 

 

Let us safeguard our spirituality by being one with the poorest, and the more our mission is 

difficult, the more we will understand how much they need us. Let us not flee from the problems, 

let us try to overcome them. 

 

 

G- Requirements of the commitment as Missionaries of the Holy Apostles: Consecrated 

Life 

 

 

a) To live our baptism is to live a truly consecrated life 

 

In evangelical tradition, there is but one perfection: Christ’s. To attain it, all christians must 

conform themselves to a radicalism of the Gospel by practicing its precepts and councils. 

 

We have no reason to make a distinction between the baptized who must put into practice “the 

precepts imposed”, and the others who are engaged in “religious life” in which they must follow 

the evangelical councils in order to attain perfection. 

 

Reality tells us that all the baptized can attain a unique perfection, Jesus Christ’s, by practicing 

the evangelical councils according to the particular state of life of each one. 
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God gives each one the divine graces necessary to realize the ideal of perfection in the best 

possible manner and in a constant effort to achieve it: it is the perfection defined in the Gospel 

according to Matthew.  

 

 

b) Consecrated life must be: 

 

1) Consecrated life must be in a certain way a protest, and must question the false values 

upon which the new paganism of contemporary society is founded.  

 

2) In all its shapes and forms, it must be a decisive “no”, for example, to power, to the 

concept that makes of man an instrument in many ways, to the narrowminded consumer 

society, to sexuality separated from love, to individualism, to all forms of personal or 

communal alienation. And this goes for all the consequences of danger, insecurity, 

unpopularity, loss of privileges brought on by any real contestation of an unjust system. 

 

3) Consecrated life cannot do without public testimony not only personal but also 

communal. Today, we cannot conceive communities made up of persons who live poorly 

in order to enrich their own institutions; this would be a treason of the Gospel and of the 

very essence of consecrated life. 

 

 

c) Consecrated life must show the world: 

 

1) We can govern ourselves without having someone establishing his power and domination 

on the conscience of others. And this can happen through the sole strength of love and of 

a common search of the will of God for each and everyone. 

 

2) We can live in a community that, instead of destroying us, helps us become more free, 

better able to realize ourselves, that is capable of total sacrifice (efficiency, riches, 

prestige, etc.) rather than sacrificing a single person. 

 

3) We can live profoundly happy, on a human level, without being rich or even desiring to 

be so. 

 

4) We are able to be present in the process of maturation of history, to compromise ourselves 

in all the requirements of true justice, even at the risk of our lives, without hatred, without 

violence, without losing our confidence in man, without using him as an instrument, and 

without feeling estranged by our faith in God. 

 

5) The fact of leaving our own families is not a rejection of the fundamental vocation of 

love; on the contrary, he who has chosen this option has chosen to love more, to 

strengthen its requirements and the possibilities of love, of concrete, real and veritable 

love. It does not exclude a deeper dialogue with others, even if this demands a 

renunciation of oneself, in the name of a universal love, and a renunciation to certain 
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specific dimensions of human love; renunciation that is certainly no greater than the 

requirements found in other types of life like, for example, marriage. 

 

6) The consecrated person must show by his affective equilibrium, by his life full of human 

serenity, by his joyful commitment in doing good, to others’ happiness, that true love is 

not only about sexuality and even less about “genitalia”. 

 

7) It must prove, by its fundamental fidelity to its choice and joy of living, that his vocation 

is normal and possible, rich and as fruitful as any other. 

 

8) To a certain point, it must be a testimony, not only about what is invisible yet tangible, 

but also the impossible in the midst of the incredible. This is where it has its true roots, its 

prophetic force and its ultimate testimony of authenticity. 

 

9) Finally, each consecrated person must have the profound conviction: that nothing can 

replace a life of prayer (personal or communal), in order to live as human beings and 

apostles. 

 

 Prayer is the most powerful source of ENERGY we can generate… 

 The most efficient action takes place in moments of SILENCE. 

 The AIM OF PRAYER is not to obtain what we are asking, but rather to become 

ANOTHER BEING, to become ANOTHER CHRIST… 

 

 

Recommendation: To avoid confusion in using words. 

 

We often confuse the meaning of many things: 

 

1. Authentic with instinctive. 

2. Apostolate with proselytism. 

3. Charity with condescension 

4. Initiative with improvisation. 

5. Justice with intolerance. 

6. Humility with timidity. 

7. Human with worldly. 

8. Message with propaganda. 

9. Firmness of will with stubbornness. 

10.  Obedience with conformism. 

11.  Liberty with libertinism. 

12.  Personality with machoism. 

13.  Sensitivity with sensuality. 

14.  Comprehension with acceptation. 

 

Each one of these items can be material for deep reflection. 
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Never forget 

 

Whatever the difficulties of our life in Christ and our apostolate may be, let us never become 

discouraged. Let us always listen to God who tells us as He told Moses, the prophets, Mary and 

the Apostles : “Fear not… I am with you… I have conquered the world… for God, nothing is 

impossible”. 

 

Here are a few Bible quotations: 

 

“O my strength! Your praise will I sing; for you, O God, are my stronghold, my gracious God!” 

(Ps 59, 18). 

 

“Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for 

the sake of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Cor 12, 10)  

 

“As they prayed, the place where they were gathered shook, and they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” (Act 4, 31) 

 

 Do not ask of structures what conversion alone can give you. 

 Man with a new heart renews structures. 

 To change hearts by the strength of the Word of God, who is Spirit and Life, is the 

mission of a spiritual leader, a priest, or a lay person. It is the mission of the Missionaries 

of the Holy Apostles. 

 To love is not to give, but to share. 

 The biggest favor you give someone is not only to share your riches with him, but to 

reveal him his own. 

 

 

H- The Mystery of the Priesthood 

 

The priest is the man of the Gospel, the man of the Eucharist and the man of the Assembly. 

 

Thanks to my principal professor of theology, Father Leonard Puesh, o.f.m., I improved my 

knowledge concerning the mystery of the Priesthood and of the Eucharist. 

 

The first baptized christians of the Church met regularly to listen to the companions of Jesus, the 

Apostles, speak about Him and learn about the teachings that He had given them…They made up 

a single and unique family; they loved each other as brothers, gave their possessions to the 

community to take care of the poor. And it was beautiful to see with what ardor they prayed, 

especially when they met for the “Breaking of the Bread”. 

 

We must understand the eucharistic rite in this manner, that is, the Mass as we call it today. 

 

In the evening, they met in the intimacy of one of the homes. The assembly of the disciples of 

Christ, the christians as they would later be called, began with a modest meal to which each one 

brought his own food to share it with the others… Afterwards, they separated the bread and the 
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wine. This is when one of the Apostles redid the gestures, repeated the words of Jesus at the Last 

Supper. Taking the bread, he would say: “This is my Body”… Taking the cup of wine he would 

say: “This is my Blood, the Blood of the New Alliance between God and man, Blood shed for 

you and for the multitude of men for the remission of sins”. 

 

The apostle identified himself with Christ by imitating Him: he took His place to obey the order 

He had given him: “Do this in memory of me”. Then, he broke the bread into pieces (from which 

the name was given to this sacred ceremony: the “Breaking of the Bread”), and distributed it to 

the disciples present. Then, he passed the cup of consecrated wine from one to the other. Each 

one received “communion”, that is, became united with Jesus, present in the midst of his 

disciples, under the species of bread and wine. 

 

This was the Unique but Grand Novelty of the Christian Cult. It summarized everything… the 

Church is the “Bread that is shared”… 

 

Therefore, the Eucharist is the central act of the christian religion… Why? Because it is the 

Sacrifice of Calvary, the highest point of the history of the world that is put at the disposal of men 

of all times and of all countries.  

 

When Christ at the Last Supper said over the bread: “This is my Body given up for you”, and 

over the wine: “This is my Blood shed for you”, He accepted in advance the Sacrifice of Calvary. 

In the deepest region of His soul, He was already a victim. A few days later, He was to be 

sacrificed and He wanted his companions to be able to be united to His sacrifice and to partake in 

the “Flesh” and “Blood” given up and shared willingly. 

 

In asking them to repeat the gestures and the same words, Jesus wanted to bring to a standstill in 

a certain way this supreme moment until the end of the world… A moment by which, in offering 

Himself as victim, He was inviting all humanity of all times and of all continents to unite in His 

sacrifice: “Take and eat”… “Take and drink, all of you”. 

 

And to obey this desire of Jesus, Bishops, the successors of the disciples of Jesus and the priests 

who partake in the powers they received, and who are about two hundred and thirty to two 

hundred and fifty thousand throughout the world, celebrate Mass each day. We cannot but admire 

this marvellous invention of Christ; to allow humanity to be among His companions of the Last 

Supper where He offered himself as victim. For this is what Mass is about: not just a souvenir but 

a reality: Jesus, present… 

 

It is useless to want to decipher this absolutely incomparable mystery (in the same way that we 

cannot verify the presence of a genius by examining his skull on an operation table); we accept it 

because we believe in the words of Jesus… On the other hand, it is not about a new sacrifice 

taking place on the altar. No! It took place once and for all on Calvary. It is not something we 

must do over and over again. Mass is the very Sacrifice of Calvary, playing tricks with time and 

space, reaching us and putting itself at our disposal so that we may all partake of it in Him. 

 

This is why the mission of the priest is to help others enter the Sacrifice of Christ Our Savior, for 

we can assist often at Mass without ever uniting ourselves or very little to the Sacrifice of 

Christ… It is so easy to have two attitudes in life: one of piety, fidelity to worship, devotion… 
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and the other of family, business, relationships, idleness. And a wall of separation between the 

two. 

 

We want to prevent the Gospel and christian morality to take part in the problems of life… But 

nothing could be further from the truth. For it is our whole life, with its problems, difficulties, our 

conscience, temptations and decisions that we must bring to Mass so that everything may be 

deified… In this area, the priest has an irreplaceable role of awakening and educating people in 

their faith… 

 

So when a christian comes forth for communion during Mass, he must not forget to unite himself 

to the Victim of Calvary (host means victim), and he must allow himself to be carried into a 

movement of generosity. Christ gave himself up for us. The priest reminds us of this in the 

“Breaking of the Bread”, by breaking the host into several pieces. Mass is about Love giving 

itself to others… We cannot shut ourselves off in selfishness… The Eucharist is about  “Sharing 

the Bread”. 

 

 

a) In the Eucharist, the christians surrounding the priest come together as one 

heart and one soul. 

 

The sacerdotal mission which consists in making the Unique Sacrifice of Christ available to 

people of all countries and of all times takes place in a solemn ceremonial of a family Supper. 

Mass is also the Assembly of Christians, of those who have placed their entire hope in Christ. 

The origin of the ritual goes back to the Jewish Easter, during which Jesus consecrated the bread 

and the wine… To go to Mass means to sit together at the table without distinction of race or 

social condition… Christ, in choosing bread and wine, showed his preference for ordinary, 

universal food, appreciated by the poor, the unemployed, prisoners who know what it is like to be 

hungry for bread and who thirst for good wine… We must remember that Christ spoke of the 

Eucharist only after feeding the multitudes. 

 

The priest, consecrated and delegated to serve the people of God, also has the charge, the mission 

to maintain unity and ardent love between the members of the community for which he is 

responsible…We do not sufficiently think about this truth: divine life that gives life to christians 

after baptism, that the Eucharist maintains and develops, transforms us into becoming better 

brothers to one another, more so than any other family relations.  

 

Against their will, perhaps, christians will be afflicted by wars or social struggles. They can be of 

different race or color, dwell in the North Pole or the Equator; but all this does not prevent them 

from belonging to the same international family, as sons of the Kingdom, sons of God. 

 

Everything in the Eucharist reminds us about this unity of christians. The bread is made up of a 

great number of grains of wheat, crushed by the same millstone and kneaded into the same 

dough…; the wine has been extracted from a great quantity of grapes that were harvested and 

pressed. All this is a symbol of unity. 

 

All christians are members of a same Body whose Head is Christ. A reading of the letters of the 

first Apostles, the memory of saints who founded and made the Church grow, news from 
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christians spread out throughout the world, prayers for the absent, the memory of the dead of the 

community, the hymns and acclamations sung by the community, all indicate a great family 

reunion. Whether the Eucharist is celebrated in the most sumptuous cathedrals, in the humblest 

country churches, at the Vatican with all the pomp that goes with elaborate ceremonies or in a 

refugee camp, hidden, with a tin can as a chalice, in any case, it is the people of God, the whole 

cosmos that comes together with Christ in their midst.  

 

And the role of the priest is to see to it that the christians united in the Eucharist do not give the 

impression of being a divided family, because, at that moment, they would not be “of one heart 

and of one spirit”… Nothing is sadder than a Mass in which we have received communion and 

shared the Bread… and where we pretend not knowing one another, or live as if we were 

travellers in the same train or spectators in a cinema… 

 

And we must add that even if the priest is consecrated by vocation to the ministry of 

reconciliation between sinful humanity and its God, this does not prevent him from enhancing the 

development of the christian Assembly in an atmosphere of celebration. The Eucharist is 

certainly a sacrifice; but we must not forget that the victim is the Risen Christ. 

 

Besides, why must christians be sad when they come together? They know that God loves them, 

that they are members of His family, heirs of Paradise. Their life on earth has meaning… They 

can sing about their joy and hope in magnificent choirs, let out triumphant alleluias accompanied 

by organs and bells, decorate their churches and look for splendor in honor of God, dress the 

members of the clergy in sumptuous vestments, develop joyful liturgies  repeating: “Alleluia! We 

were dead because of ours sins and God has given us life through Christ; He has resurrected us 

with Him!”  

 

 

b) When the priest celebrates the Eucharist, he does so for the whole world. 

 

Yes, this phrase : “Minister of the Resurrection” completes the definition of the role of the priest 

at the service of God and man. Because he will also be responsible for reminding christians that 

they must never stop being optimistic, that they must not lead a life of sadness, that they must not 

even fear death. Because from the deepest regions of their being, they know that they have passed 

from real death (being separated from God by sin) to real life (having entered the realm of 

God)… They can at times like everyone else fear the terrible moments of existence, but they must 

be aware that their new life, divine life, is always maintained. 

 

As Minister of the Resurrection, the priest, in the same manner as the apostle Paul did when he 

spoke to the first christians, reminds everyone that, if Christ was the first to rise from the dead, 

they too will rise. Divine energy will transfigure their bodies, whether they are deposed in a 

coffin, or whether their ashes are scattered to the four corners of the earth; they will be detached 

from the carnal condition they endured on earth; this entire carnal condition with its limits in time 

and space, with its capacity of suffering, will disappear; no more tears, no more grieving, no 

more sorrow… 

 

Moreover, because the Body of Christ belonged to this creation, had its origin on earth, lived and 

was glorified and transformed by divine life… we are able to say that the whole world has been 
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associated with Him and has been called to His glorification , to His transfiguration. For the 

whole creation forms an enormous ensemble… With the Resurrection of Christ, it’s the entire 

cosmos that finds its meaning and nobleness according to the initial plan of God… This is a well 

known fact… But it is man, established King of creation by God, who gives his free consent to 

this. 

 

And the priest has as sublime vocation to bury this anguish in prayer and help everyone leave 

their sinful mentality in order to consecrate themselves to divine action so that it can realize in 

their Nature its transfiguration, and draw the material, vegetable and animal world, this world 

with its scientific and technical realizations to the level of the Kingdom of God… So that creation 

may be successful, instead of being a servant of evil and busy with destruction, acts of sabotage 

of the real values, with the loss of mind and heart, it must rather serve what is good, the honor of 

God, the salvation of mankind and the triumph of the universe. 

 

This is the struggle of the priest. Not one where he turns his back on the world, creation and 

progress, but one where he does all he can to rescue them from evil with their own participation, 

and project them towards a life of fulfilment which includes the joy of knowing God and in 

realizing this mission with total confidence. Yes, when the priest celebrates Mass, he celebrates it 

for the whole universe. 

 

 

c) More and more priests for the world. 

 

You will easily understand that following these considerations, the almost insane desire to give 

priests to the world was born… at any price. This enthusiasm has not ceased to grow day by day. 

It was stimulated also by the same difficulties, the same misunderstandings, and also by the same 

oppositions we are used to encountering today in priestly vocations; the statement of Jesus is 

always actual: “One’s enemies will be those of his household.” (Mt 10,36)  

 

We know perfectly well that the task of the priest surpasses all the strength and wisdom of man; 

shackled in a way by the Spirit, the priest must allow himself to be led, day by day, by the will of 

God who wants all men to be saved, thus, the life of the priest is filled with joy. All christians are 

called to participate in the joy of the Lord, but the priest is called to it in a particular way. Paul 

the Apostle said it in a stunning way but with extraordinary accuracy: “We are afflicted in every 

way, but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; 

struck down, but not destroyed” (2 Cor 4, 8-9). 

 

His ministry is accompanied by all kinds of sufferings, but this is precisely why he gives his life 

to God: “For we who live are constantly being given up to death for the sake of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you”(2 

Cor 4, 11-12). 

 

 

d) But where and how do we prepare priests? 

 

Truly, I was lacking an evident and adequate preparation for such a great task as that of forming 

priests. I did all I could to convince my brother priests, better prepared, to establish a Centre for 
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these adult vocations to the priesthood. I gave them the candidates and even the necessary 

financial help, thanks to benefactors already interested in this work. 

 

On one hand, almost general indifference, misunderstanding or opposition was the result; on the 

other hand, the idea that such a project was necessary and had to be realized gave birth in me to a 

kind of persistant obsession that pushed me into throwing myself into the recruitment, formation 

and promotion of priestly vocations of young men and adults who were already in touch with me. 

 

This is when I met, providentially, during a retreat, a layman, Mr. Hector Durand. Enlightened by 

the parable of “Lazarus and the rich man” (Lk 16, 19-31), Mr. Durand committed himself to 

totally sustain this project of sacerdotal work with all his strength and all his savings. The consent 

of my Superiors was for me the evident sign that I was not dreaming but doing God’s will. In 

spite of little assurance, I had the firm conviction that this work would succeed on condition that I 

remain faithful, on one hand to my function as a priest (Act 6,4), and that Mr. Durand and his 

associates, on the other hand, be responsible for the economic aspect of the project. 

 

So on 17 September 1946, the new “Ecole Apostolique Saint-Pascal-Baylon” was receiving its 

first 35 students in a place that reminded us a lot about the stable of Bethlehem. Almost all the 

professors were lay persons. The students, divided into teams, were themselves responsible for 

the discipline and different administrative functions. 

 

To prepare seminarians to the priesthood or committed lay persons is a most difficult task but by 

the same token most necessary for the Church. Our education formulas are inadequate. We often 

harm our candidates by making life too easy for them, or we succumb to a kind of paternalism 

that is very harmful.  

 

Ecclesial authorities are always ready to receive and study our suggestions, provided they be 

serious and help us to really give proper formation to men and committed christians. Finally, the 

Holy Spirit is always the great educator. No master, no method can take His place. However, He 

wanted to associate us to his educative work. What a great responsibility we have in collaborating 

with the action of the Holy Spirit! The educator must be a man of prayer, continually at work, 

well disciplined and loving. What attracts people is more the example of his life than his words: 

“Verba volant, exempla trahunt”. 

 

And the mustard seed (Mt  13, 31-32) develops thanks to the Word of God and the Eucharist, 

around which gravitates the life of the seminarians. Difficulties of all kinds were not absent and 

often came from persons who, in principal, should have brought their understand and help (Mt 

10, 36). The obstacles, far from discouraging us, acted as a stimulant. The Work of the Holy 

Apostles has given the people of God more than 800 priests distributed among 35 dioceses and 

33 religious communities. 

 

The only decorations were a few thoughts written on the walls. Here are these messages: 

 

- What I know about tomorrow is that Providence will rise before the sun. 

- A priest evangelically poor and disinterested performs miracles in the midst of God’s 

people (Pius XII). 

- The bell that resonates and sings was purified by fire. 
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- Every difficulty is a fulcrum. 

- “How great is the priest! We will only understand him in eternity!” (Saint John Vianney, 

the Curé of Ars). 

 

Years have gone by. 1946-1962. It was precisely in 1962 that an unexpected difficulty once again 

took place, which brought me to the United States and Latin America. The new Society of the 

Missionaries of the Holy Apostles was born on the 15 August 1962, on the feast of the 

Assumption of Mary, in the Apostolic Vicariate of Saint-Joseph-of-the-Amazon in Peru. 

Monsignor Damase Laberge was the canonical authority and protector of this new branch of the 

Work of the Holy Apostles. 

 

Our charism that comes to us from the Holy Spirit constantly manifests itself, adapts itself, 

evolves. It is evident that the signs of the times  shows us that our charism invites us to take care, 

not only of vocations to the priesthood, but also of spiritual lay leaders and deacons. 

 

Because we are doing the “Work of the Church”, it is the whole Church that invites us to 

collaborate with the diocesan clergy or the religious, the laity, married or not. 

 

 

e) Indispensable collaboration of the committed laity. 

 

To remain faithful to our charism, we must take into account the collaboration of committed laity. 

From the outset of the Work of the Holy Apostles, the laity took on heavy responsibilities, 

especially concerning finances: assessors, administrators, councillors; many lay persons were 

also educators in our vocational centres. 

 

Besides, the Apostles themselves gave us a good explanation: “Whereas we shall devote 

ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Act 6,4). 

 

Without prayer, without the Word of God and the Eucharist, our priestly life makes no sense. We 

become useless and “blind guides” (Mt 23, 24), ready to fall into the ravine with those who 

expect from us truth and life, that is, Jesus Christ. 

 

It is also necessary to put our trust in the laity by giving them responsibilities in the Church, by 

giving them freedom and space, and by inviting them, if the occasion is given, to take initiatives 

on their own (M.S. no. 9). 

 

Let us listen to what the new codex of canon law has to say about the role of the laity in the 

Church: 

 

“The faithful have the freedom to found and direct freely associations that have as a goal 

charity or piety, or again destined to promote christian vocations in the world, as well as 

assembling in order to pursue together these same objectives” (Canon 215). 

 

“The faithful have the right to claim legitimately their rights in the Church, to defend 

them before competent authorities according to the norms of canon law” (Canon 221). 
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“ In the exercise of their rights, the faithful, individually or united in associations, must 

take into account the common good of the Church as well as the rights of others and the 

duties they have towards them” (Canon 223). 

 

“Because of baptism and confirmation, the laity, like all the faithful, have been given an 

apostolate by God and have the obligation, the right, individually or grouped in 

associations to work so that the divine message of salvation be made known and received 

by all men and by the whole world; this obligation is even more urgent when it is not 

through them that others can hear about the Gospel and know Christ” (Canon 225). 

 

Let us listen to the Decree on missionary activity in the Church, “Ad Gentes Divinitus”, no. 21, 

that states clearly that the Church cannot live without an authentic laity: 

 

“The Church does not really exist, does not live fully, is not a sign of Christ among 

mankind if an authentic laity does not exist and does not work with the hierarchy. The 

Gospel cannot take root in the minds, in the lives, in the work of a people without the 

active presence of the laity. Consequently, we must in the foundations of a Church give 

great attention to forming a christian laity capable of attaining maturity. 

 

Lay persons who are the faithful belong both to the People of God and to civil society; 

they belong to their nation, they were born there; they began to take part, during their 

formation, in its cultural treasures, they are bound to its life by multiple forms of social 

ties; they experience its problems as their own, and they try to resolve them; they also 

belong to Christ, for they were regenerated in the Church through faith and baptism in 

order to belong to Christ in their new life and action, in order also that in Christ they be 

one with God, and that finally God be everything to everyone. 

 

Their principal task as men and women is the witnessing of Christ, that they must express 

through their life and words, in their families, and their social groups, in their professional 

milieu. The new man must therefore appear in them, created by God in true justice and 

holiness. They must express this new life in the social and cultural milieu of their 

homeland, according to its national traditions. They must know about this culture, purify 

it, preserve it, develop it according to recent situations, in order to give it a proper 

perfection in Christ,  in order that faith in Christ and life in the Church may not be foreign 

to the society in which they are living, but may begin to penetrate it and transform it. 

 

They must unite with their fellow citizens in a spirit of true love, so that in their behavior 

may appear a new bond of unity and of universal solidarity drawn from the mystery of 

Christ. They must also spread the faith of Christ among those with whom they are bound 

by their lives and profession; this obligation is a must, all the more, because a great 

number of men are not able to hear the Gospel nor meet Christ if not through lay persons 

close to them. Moreover, wherever it is possible, lay persons must be ready to collaborate 

more closely with the hierarchy, to fulfill a special mission to proclaim the Gospel and 

communicate christian doctrine in order to give more vigor to a new born Church. 

 

The ministers of the Church must highly prize the difficult apostolate of the laity; they 

must form the laity so that, as members of Christ, they may become conscious of their 
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responsibility towards all mankind; they must seriously instruct them in the mystery of 

Christ, introduce them to practical methods, be with them in moments of difficulty, 

according to the Constitution on the Church and the Decree of the lay apostolate. 

 

The functions and responsibilities of the Pastors being well respected, the entirely 

renewed Church must project a unique testimony of Christ that is lively and firm in order 

to become an evident sign of salvation that comes to us through Christ”. 

 

 

f) To help spiritual leaders: priests, deacons, religious and laity. 

 

From the very beginning of the Work of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, priests have been 

for us the object of a particular attention and a special affection.  

 

The priest is often alone with his problems, without a spiritual family, and sometimes also 

without the financial help he needs. From this follows the obligation for him to undertake work 

that is incompatible with his priestly life that has made him a man of the Gospel, a man of the 

Eucharist and a man of the Assembly. 

 

If our charism is to recrute and form priests, deacons and spiritual lay leaders, it is necessary also 

for us to sacrifice everything in order to help them. At the same time, we also encourage 

organisms to help them, concerning their moral, intellectual and financial life. 

 

 “Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Rm 15, 7). 

 

 “A brother is a better defense than a strong city, and a friend is like the bars of a castle” 

(Prov. 18, 19). 

 

 “It is therefore necessary that all diocesan priests, as well as religious, help one another, 

and all work together in a labor of truth” (M.S. no.8). 

 

 “This communion in the priesthood must help priests feel especially responsible for those 

who are in difficulty; they must be at these precise moments their councillors, helpers 

and, if necessary, make discreet observations to them. With those who have had 

difficulties, they must give them signs of fraternal love and generosity; they shall pray for 

them and keep watch over them in order to be, at times, real brothers and friends” (M.S. 

no.8). 

 

 

g) Respect for the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles and for each 

of its members. 

 

The charism of our Society incorporates and orientates the charism of each one of its members. 

With the liberty of sons of God, the missionary remains himself and tries to develop his talents, 

no matter how intimate or minimal they may be. The Lord is used to make marvels with poor 

instruments. This is our true condition (Jn 14, 12ss; 16, 23ss). 
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The time of probation aims precisely to make known the Society and its charism. In the presence 

of the Lord, of himself and of his brothers, the novice questions himself concerning his aptitude 

in living this charism, in all honesty,… before any other commitment is taken. 

 

 

h) Ehthusiasm and realism. 

 

A spiritual leader must be someone who is familiar with prayer, well balanced and sociable, with 

a lot of common sense, firm and understanding, experienced in his knowledge about God and 

man, open to dialogue, committed to studying the teachings of the Church and the Bible; all this, 

he must have to a high degree. 

 

Moreover, and I insist, to form spiritual leaders, it is absolutely necessary to establish frequent 

and prolongued contacts with the poor. The latter have a lot to teach us concerning the meaning 

of the Gospel and the reality of serious problems with which they have to struggle. Mental 

prayer, study, apostolic experience are necessary for the formation of real spiritual leaders. 

 

For a Missionary of the Holy Apostles, priestly vocations are in sufficient numbers according to 

the needs of God’s people. This is why there is not, properly speaking, a vocational crisis, but 

rather: 

 

 A crisis of persons prepared for the formation of vocations; 

 

 A crisis in the adequate presentation of the real meaning of life as a priest, explained by a 

well balanced person who loves, prays and works; 

 

 Young and older persons are generous, perhaps more so than in the past, and precisely 

because of that, they fear: 

 

- a vain sacrifice 

- a useless value 

- a lifeless charism 

- a joyless effort 

- a lifeless setting 

- an ineffective witness, etc. 

 

They want to be happy, and precisely because of that, they are realistic, for they know that to be 

happy means: to love, to serve… and to serve without restrictions, that is, going as far as to give 

our lives for those whom we love (Mt 20, 28): it is the summit of happiness and meaning in life. 

 

 

i) Contagious example. 

 

To see how a Priest Missionary of the Holy Apostles lives, is to see how he proclaims the Word 

of God and celebrates the Eucharist; everyone quickly understands that he is a happy priest… and 
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we are easily convinced that he is a promoter of vocations and, in being with him frequently, 

many of those who admire him will say: why not be like him, or why could we not practice our 

baptized priesthood with him and like him?  

 

 

LET US NOT FORGET: 

 

There are vocations 

 

- that give up……that we must protect. 

- that are unaware….. that we must discover, care for. 

- that are silent….. that we must guess. 

- that fail to commit themselves….. that we must encourage. 

- that are upset….. that we must sustain. 

- that stagnate in poverty….. that we must help. 

 

 

j) Our vocation and our mission in the Church in the light of the New 

Constitutions and Norms of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles. 

 

1. THE SOCIETY OF THE MISSIONARIES OF THE HOLY APOSTLES (M.Ss.A) is a 

Society of Apostolic Life composed of clerics and brothers. According to the charism that 

the Holy Spirit brought forth in the Church, through the inspiration given its founder, the 

aim of the Society is: TO PROMOTE, FORM AND ACCOMPANY PERSONS, 

PARTICULARLY ADULTS, TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND TO ALL OTHER 

ECCLESIAL MINISTRIES. 

 

1.1 At the juridical level, the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles is an Institute 

of Diocesan Right. 

 

2. Because the whole Church is missionary and that the task of evangelizing is a 

fundamental duty of God’s People, we, as Missionaries of the Holy Apostles, are 

conscious of our own responsibility.We are sent to the churches that are in need, as well 

as in places where no church has not been established. 

 

3. As missionaries, the Church sends us to realize a precise task: help the churches that are 

in the greatest need of priests and ministers. 

 

4. We realize our mission in the Church, first of all, by establishing Centres for the 

promotion, formation and accompaniment of vocations and by collaborating with 

institutions already established. Second, we put at the disposal of these Centres or 

Institutions complementary works that are necessary. 

 

5. The Church associates us to her mission of evangelization, and, at an historical moment, 

sends us to countries where we need priests and pastoral workers most, especially in Latin 

America. 
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6. By following Jesus Christ, our Source of apostolic life, we participate in His own spirit by 

living the spirituality of the Mystical Body which is based on: 

 

a) Christ, the Pastor, who assembles all men in the great family of God’s children, 

 

b) Christ, the Prophet, who reveals to us God as our Father, 

 

c) Christ, the Priest, who reconciles the world with His Father and sanctifies His Church. 

 

7. To answer God’s love, the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles make a promise of fidelity. 

This promise brings us to live with enthusiasm the Beatitudes and the Evangelical 

councils of obedience, poverty and chastity. These values are a way of life that 

encourages us and a source that gives life to our community to faithfully realize our 

mission in the Church. 

 

8. To realize the mission that the Church has given us (Ac 20, 24), we must do all that we 

can so that our lives be prayerful. We find the source of perfection of our prayer life in the 

very exercise of our pastoral ministry. 

 

9. In our Society, the community is the place where the members find the riches of God’s 

love, that allows us to keep alive the awareness of our common mission, by uniting in 

solidarity to better realize it. 

 

10.  The authority must be exercised in a spirit of service and dialogue, by encouraging the 

participation of all members, knowing all the while that the final decision belongs to the 

legitimate authority. This service of communion and unity in the realization of our 

mission is done in the manner of Jesus Christ who came to serve and give his life for the 

cause of his Kingdom. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Dear brothers, we are living together the mystery of a Pentecost that is always new. Our 

commitment and way of following the evangelical councils manifest our charism. Together, we 

want, more than anything else, to grow in an authentic “Spirituality of the Mystical Body” or a 

“Spirituality of Pentecost”. 

 

- A Spirituality of life and action, that we cannot be reduced purely and simply to observing 

the rules. 

 

- A Spirituality that never tolerates the loss of the prodigious, explosive power of the first 

Pentecost. 

 

- A Spirituality that does not want to choose between the Church and the world, but that is 

preoccupied by caring for the world, and as members of this world, to be a visible 

presence of the Holy Spirit coming to pursue the work of Jesus Christ. 

 



 24 

- A Spirituality of universal openness that associates consecration and permanence in the 

world.  

 

- A Spirituality that avidly searches for new forms of holiness, new ways of realizing the 

evangelical ideal. 

 

- A Spirituality that associates us joyfully to the sufferings and sins of our brothers keeping 

in mind that we are playing our part in the unfinished symphony of the Passion of Christ. 

 

- A Spirituality that requires from us the necessity of living according to our charism, that 

is: to give priests and spiritual leaders to our brothers which is the greatest service we can 

possibly give them. 

 

From all this, it follows that the Community of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles can be 

defined as a group of persons who, called by the Holy Spirit to live in communion and 

community  its own consecration to a particular mission in the Church, find in Christ their reason 

for living, the testimony of the Pascal mystery to the world, the motive for the qualified service 

of their brothers, according to the charism of the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy 

Apostles. 

 

Thus, the Community, born by the grace of God, is the sign of the ecclesial communion, the 

instrument of a pastoral service, the fulfilment of interpersonal relationships, the lifestyle by the 

action of the spirit of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus,  

 

I offer You my hands to do Your work 

I offer You my feet to follow Your road 

I offer You my eyes to see the way You see 

I offer You my tongue to speak your own words 

I offer You my intelligence so You may think through me 

I offer You my spirit so You may pray in me 

 

Most of all, 

 

I offer You my heart so that through me,  

You may love the Father and all humanity. 

I offer You my whole self so that You may grow in me, 

So that You may be, Lord Jesus, He who works, lives and prays in me. 

Amen. Ave Maria. 

 

 

 

Together 
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In Christ Jesus,  

In Mary, Mother of the Church, 

In the Holy Apostles and  

In Saint Francis of Assisi 

At the service of God’s People. 

 

 Your brother priest 

 

  Fr. Eusèbe-H. Ménard  


