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Together in Christ Jesus  

 at the service of  

  the People of God.   

 

 

 

My Commitment 

as a 

Missionary of the Holy Apostles  

 

Constitution M.Ss.A. Art. 96: “In the style of our Society, the commitment to 

Christ on the part of the members is made through a 

promise of fidelity given before the legitimate 

superior, to consecrate himself to Christ and uplift 

the Church according to the vocation and mission of 

the Society of the M.Ss.A., following the lines of 

the present Constitution.” 

 

Art.  102: “The temporary link - and all the more so, the 

definitive one, produces in the candidate who so ties 

himself, the total incorporation to the Society of the 

M.Ss.A. and the obligation to observe the 

Constitution, the Juridical Directory of the Society, 

the Rules and other norms of the Society, - and at 

the same time he is committed to be faithful to the 

Charism, to the Vocation and Mission of the Society 

M.Ss.A..  It belongs to the General Assembly of the 

Society to define the other aspects and 

consequences of this tie.” 

(Renovat. Causam, II, 36.)  

 

WASHINGTON - February 27-29, 1976  

Perpetual Oath of Fidelity  

As M.Ss.A. of:  

 

- James Anderson  

- Eugene Browski  

- Ronald Mikasauskas  

- Joseph Salazar  
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INTRODUCTION:  

 

Constitution  Art 97:  “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  I voluntarily and joyfully offer what I 

am, what I have, consecrating myself to Christ 

Jesus, to the service of the Mystical Body, to uplift 

the Church within the commutarian context 

demanded by the Vocation and Mission of the 

Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles...” 

 A real risk - 

 

The promise of fidelity which we make to the Society of the Missionaries of the Holy 

Apostles, includes a real risk.   

 

- Risk to put oneself under an obligation to “endeavor to obtain perfect charity through the 

evangelical counsels” (Perfectae Caritatis, 1), while the imperfections of all human life are 

so obvious.   

 

- Risk to abandon oneself completely to God, while “loving him in the highest degree” 

(Lumen Gentium, 44) without knowing beforehand what will be the concrete demands of 

such love.  

 

- Risk of devoting one’s whole life to serve while being aware that most of the time it is 

impossible to foresee exactly what form this service will take, or in which field of the 

universal Church it will be exercised, or under what conditions, easy ones or difficult, with 

or without success, it will have to endure.   

 

- Risk of committing oneself forever, until death, without knowing the obstacles we shall 

have to meet on the way, or the trials to which we shall be submitted.   

 

It is true that there is also a great risk in the commitment of marriage: here as well, there is 

uncertainty in what the future holds and the difficulties it may have in store; but the visible 

presence of a loving person and the security of a love which seems to be the kind that will last, 

often hides this uncertainty.   

 

In consecrated life, the risk appears more clearly because of the loftiness of the ideal pursued, 

of the fullness of the gift of self to an invisible being. 

 

 

A great adventure – 

 

This consecration - which seems impossible when one decides to accept it, and visualizes all 

its demands, - this consecration is truly a great adventure.   

 

- To be sure, the religious commitment has often shown a very different aspect, that of a life 
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lived and organized under a Rule, engaged on a well trodden road, with an ordered daily 

routine and secured life-style.   

 

But a frame-work - however well organized - remains exterior and it does not prevent one 

from being prey to the ups and downs of the soul.  One cannot regulate in advance the 

interior progress of one’s destiny.   

 

- Moreover, in the future, this frame-work will become much broader and much more 

flexible; it will respect much more the sublime liberty with which the Spirit blows 

wherever He wills.  Consecrated life will become more and more an adventure, an 

adventure lived for Christ, but all the same an adventure, filled with many unforeseen 

happenings of all kinds.   

 

An adventure lived in faith - 

 

The risk can be assumed easily and joyfully, thanks to faith.   

 

- In fact, faith brings with it a certainty: this consecration is an adhesion to Someone who 

sees and encompasses the whole future at a glance.  In God to whom we abandon ourselves, 

we have the Absolute Master of all events.  If He calls a person to give himself up to Him 

forever, it is because He supplies the grace through which the commitment can be fulfilled.  

Furthermore, He will guarantee the conditions through which this fidelity will be possible.   

 

What will be unforeseen difficulty in man’s eyes, will be part of a design that God Himself 

has established and - through many twists and turns - one will be able to see the continuity 

of a road, drawn by a master-hand through a succession of stages.  The Lord will make 

many strange events converge toward the realization of a fullness of love, and He will even 

use human frailties to help in the ascent to the Father.   

 

“We note that God makes all things work together for the good of those who have 

been called...”     (Rom 8, 28) 

 

- Faith in this sovereign action of God encourages us to accept without any hesitation the 

risks of our profession; of course, it is obvious that we must reflect before taking on the 

commitment, because we can only go forward if we have been truly called by the Lord, and 

if we are sincerely ready to answer this call with our whole heart.   

 

- But if we are convinced of such a call and if we are ready to follow it, we must feel capable 

to face all the situations through which our consecration will be fulfilled, - because faith 

shows us an all-powerful God who will lead us through the curves of the road to Him.   

 

The divine initiative: God’s commitment: the Covenant - 

 

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said: ‘I 

am God the Almighty.  Walk in my presence and be blameless.  Between you and 
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me I will establish my covenant, and I will multiply you exceedingly.’ 

 

“When Abram prostrated himself, God continued to speak to him: ‘My covenant 

with you is this: You are to become the father of a host of nations.  No longer 

shall you be called Abram; your name shall be Abraham, for I am making you the 

father of a host of nations.  I will render you exceedingly fertile; I will make 

nations of you; kings shall stem from you.  I will maintain my covenant with you 

and your descendants after you throughout the ages as an everlasting pact, to be 

your God and the God of your descendants after you.  I will give to you and to 

your descendants after you the land in which you are now staying, as a permanent 

possession; and I will be their God.’”     (Gen 17, 1-8) 

 

“For he who has become your husband is your Maker...”     (Is 54, 5) 

 

- The risk which is inherent to the promise we make to live the evangelical counsels now 

brings us to focus our attention upon the covenant, context within which this promise is 

taking place.   

 

- At first glance, it seems that the promise to live the evangelical counsels is man’s attempt to 

reach out toward the Lord.  But there is a great mystery to be discerned here, for the fact is 

that there is reciprocity in the pledge to keep the promise: the human commitment is 

preceded and based upon a divine commitment.   

 

God is the first to commit himself to man and so gives complete security to the 

commitment man makes to God.  In order to fully commit himself in a consecration that 

takes the whole of his being, the Missionary of the Holy Apostles must believe in the divine 

commitment, and find in this faith his assurance and his enthusiasm.   

 

Faith in this covenant characterizes all Christian life, just as it was a distinctive feature of 

the Jewish religion.  In fact, it is in the form of a covenant that salvation has been offered 

by God to humanity.   

 

Before asking men for their love, God started loving them.  Before claiming from them 

fidelity in his service, He committed Himself to place his almighty power at their service: 

consequently, the love man has for God is first of all faith in divine love itself.   

 

And so we can better understand St. John’s words when he defines faith in God’s love for 

us as the fundamental Christian attitude:   

 

“We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us...”     (1 Jn 4, 

16)  

 

 

It may be said that we have not paid enough attention to this fact that God has given 

himself up to us.  Seen from a superficial angle, the promise of fidelity seems to be simply: 
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dedication of a person to the Society, and one is led to think that this is the essence of the 

promise.   

 

In fact, the promise of fidelity is realized as a pact between God and man, a pact which 

implies obligations for both parties.  It means no less than a covenant which originates in 

the baptismal consecration and is fully manifested in the religious consecration.   

 

- In spite of being invisible and of having no more exterior sign than the acceptance by the 

Church - represented by the superior’s authority - of the subject’s dedication, - God’s 

commitment is no less real.   

 

- As God is first in everything, in this special and mutual dedication, He takes first place, and 

it is his commitment - we must not forget that... - that is the basis of man’s commitment.  

God puts all his power at man’s disposal.   

 

In this way, he assumes the original responsibility for the consecrated life.  The divine 

commitment is not just words: it is love which is freely and totally given.  It does not only 

consist in a promise of help, it is above all, a presence.   

 

- The divine commitment is so irrevocable that the love of God is ‘in us’; he has incorporated 

Himself in humanity through the Incarnation and He can no longer be separated from it.  

There is no question here of a juridical obligation, but rather of a vital covenant where a 

Person binds Himself to another with his whole being, where He irrevocably entwines His 

life with the other’s.   

 

St. Paul affirms that our confidence in this divine covenant cannot be deceived, because:  

 

“the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us.”     (Rom 5, 5)  

 

This love has become inseparable from us:  

 

“Who will separate us from Christ?”     (Rom 8, 35) 

 

asks St. Paul. 

 

And he answers immediately that he has the certainty that nothing:  

 

“will be able to separate us from the love of God that came to us in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.”     (Rom 8, 39)  

 

- In consecrated life, this covenant on God’s part plays an essential role.  Inviting a human 

being to “love Him to the utmost” (Lumen Gentium, 44), the Lord shows him first a more 

particular love.  Love, in the religious concretization, is - before anything else - faith in 

divine love.  It consists in letting oneself be taken over by Him.  This is why the Council 
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has brought to light the divine action: the religious “is entirely given to God,” he is “more 

intimately consecrated to his service” (Lumen Gentium, 44).  This consecrating action of 

God needs human response, and this response is expressed through faith.   

 

- The M.Ss.A. must believe not only in the initial call of the Lord who wants to bind him to 

Himself, but also in the continued commitment assumed by Christ.  Without the unshakable 

guarantee of such divine commitment, how could a man commit himself totally and 

without reserve?  

 

The M.Ss.A. only gives himself up to the Master because he has the certainty - through 

faith - of a presence which never will be withdrawn from him, and of an assistance which 

will support him in the difficult hours.  He depends upon the unshakable fidelity of the 

Lord for his own fidelity; so shaky by itself.   

 

- A covenant implies mutual assurance of trust.  The Lord is the first to give trust, because 

the call to consecrated life means that great hope is placed in him who has been called: God 

trusts this man as being able to respond, - with the help of grace - and also able to persevere 

in that response.  He relies on the M.Ss.A. for the accomplishment of an important mission 

in the service of his Church.   

 

Such confidence manifested by the Lord tends to bring about, through reciprocity, the 

confidence of the one consecrated.  No one deserves the homage as much as God does.  

Toward Him, confidence cannot be limited, since He is the source of infinite love.   

 

Our commitment, which must be lived as a covenant, implies in fact an illimited trust in the 

commitment that God assumes toward us.   

 

The human commitment: man’s response of love - 

 

“We, for our part, love because He first loved us.”     (1 Jn 4, 19)  

 

“And this hope will not leave us disappointed, because the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  At the 

appointed time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for us, godless men.   

 

“It is rare that anyone should lay down his life for a just man, though it is barely 

possible that for a good man someone may have the courage to die.  It is precisely 

in this that God proves his love for us: that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.  Now that we have been justified by his blood, it is all the more certain that 

we shall be saved by him from God’s wrath.   

 

“For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him by the death of 

his son, it is all the more certain that we who have been reconciled will be saved 

by his life.  Not only that, we go so far as to make God our boast through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”     (Rom 5, 5-
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11)  

 

God alone makes us able to respond to his love, freely given.  This ability to respond 

adequately to God’s advances is not a reality that would originate from the human heart; it is 

God’s reality: it is the virtue of charity (ability to love).   

 

Real love is not to be found in us, unless it is as a participation in this love of God’s.  Charity 

does not exist in us, unless it comes down from God to our own heart, by way of divine love.   

 

Thus can we understand a deep union with God, in love:  

 

“God is love and He who abides in love abides in God and God in him.”     (1 Jn 

4, 16)  

 

Through love, God’s life takes shelter in the human being, and makes it a divine possession, 

God’s abode.   

 

All the power to love that has to be actualized in our promise of fidelity to the evangelical 

counsels, comes from God.  He who calls us gives us the strength necessary to respond, and he 

who consecrates himself makes the love in which he is saturated, shine from the depth of his 

soul.   

 

God, always present, realizes the covenant – 

 

When we consider the mystery of the divine commitment in the covenant of our definitive 

promise, we think of it, necessarily, in terms of human commitment; it is in human language that 

God has revealed his covenant and expressed his own promise of fidelity and help.   

 

However, one should not stop with a merely juridical perspective involving mutual 

obligations.  Not that God refuses to take on obligations, as is shown in the promise made by 

Yahwé to his people, which he refused to retract and which he keeps with an indefectible fidelity.   

 

But there is much more than a promise of assistance here.  The Lord does not only oblige 

himself to act for the good of his people; He guarantees His presence to them.  His commitment 

is a gift of the totality of himself.   

 

-  The revelation of the divine name that accompanies the covenant at the Sinai is 

significant.  At the time when he gives Moses this the mission of liberating the people, 

Yahwé makes this promise to him, guaranteeing the fulfillment of the mission:  

 

“I shall be with you.”     (Ex 3, 12) 

 

And, immediately after, he reveals his name to him:  

 

“I AM.” (Ex 3, 14) 
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To reveal his name is, for God, to make himself known in his intimate reality, since - 

according to Hebraic mentality, the name is not simply an exterior title, but the reality that 

manifests the person himself, and when we know the name of a person, we have a hold on 

the mystery that person represents.   

 

- Through the revelation of his name, Yahwé shows to Moses that he is handing over to him 

his most intimate self.  “I am” confers a fullness of meaning to “I shall be with you.” God 

will be with his ally not as the one who is content to protect and assist, but much more as 

the one who is always there, in the totality of his being.   

 

It is God who, through His Spirit:  

 

- makes us participants in the divine nature:  - this is life in Christ Jesus;  

- makes us participants in the mind of Christ:   - this is Faith;  

- makes us participants in the strength of Christ:   - this is Hope;  

- makes us participants in the love of Christ  

for his father and for men: - this is Charity.   

 

It is the divinity who comes to abide in man’s history, eternity that enters time, absolute 

transcendence that places itself within man’s reach.   

 

- The revelation of “I am” is a call to faith, making understandable the meaning of this faith: 

to believe in God’s existence is not believing in an abstract existence but rather in a 

concrete presence.  It is to believe in a God who lives with us.  Upon the faith in “I am,” 

must be built the mission received by Moses.   

 

- Christ has made this “I am” of the covenant still more concrete.  Because it is as a man that 

he pronounced the divine name and applied it to himself:  

 

“Before Abraham came to be, I AM.”     (Jn 8, 58)  

 

He has given solemn testimony of this name to affirm his divine filiation, in response to the 

High Priest’s question, and he guaranteed its truth by the testimony of his death and his 

glorious triumph.  The “I AM” that comes to his lips in this supreme moment (Mk 14, 62; 

Lk 22, 70), brings to light an existence that death cannot vanquish, and a glorious Savior 

declares that his “I AM” is definitively involved in the covenant:  

 

“I am with you always, until the end of the world.”     (Mt 28, 20)  

 

- Thus we begin to see the particular form taken by the covenant in the religious 

consecration.  Within the gift of the divine commitment, is the gift of divine presence.  In 

the “I am with you,” the “I am” is now much more deeply understood.  The vocation is not 

a call in which the Lord would only attract a person to Himself: it is a gift in which He 

gives away his divine being as a constant presence.   



My Commitment as a Missionary of the Holy Apostles 

Page 10 of 18 

 

- Consequently, faith in this presence is fundamental in a consecrated life.  It finds several 

ways of manifesting itself, according to the various ways Christ is present to us.  These 

modes of presence are common to all Christian life:  

 

a. - There is the faith in the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist, a faith that should affirm itself 

more and more in all life in which the Eucharist holds the central place.   

 

This faith stimulates a living participation in the eucharistic celebration, - and also 

should draw attention to the permanent presence of Christ as the center of unity and the 

rallying point for the community.   

 

b. - There is the faith in the Lord’s presence in communal charity, his presence in ‘the 

other’ as the end of all acts of love, - his presence in the midst of the communal 

gathering as such, to establish it and to nourish it.   

 

c. - There is the faith in the presence of Christ in the interior of the soul; this is the secret 

abode of the divine persons, as it was promised in the Gospel, by Jesus, to those who 

live in his friendship.   

 

d. - Lastly, there is the faith in the many manifestations of the divine presence which 

abound in any human life: the Word of God in Scripture, the voice of the Church, 

events that are a sign or a call, occasions when the grace of meeting is more vividly 

perceived.   

 

Consecrated life is a discovery, through faith, of the presence of the Other, a progressive 

penetration into the mystery of the “I AM.” 

 

Faith situates all events in the covenant – 

 

Now let us see how the new covenant was realized in the mystery of the Incarnation.   

 

- It is through faith that Mary, at the Annunciation, welcomes the divine invitation which 

begs her participation.  Certainly the covenant is sealed in the consent itself of Mary as she 

accepts wholeheartedly the divine plan.   

 

But the heart of this consent is faith, which allows Mary’s will to be in complete agreement 

with the divine will: because she believes in the Angel’s message and in the power and the 

love of God which are expressed in it, Mary can give herself up to the Lord as a servant 

who enters fully into her master’s mentality.   

 

Faith is the primordial disposition through which the covenant is established in human life.   

 

- Consequently, it is faith that accomplishes God’s designs in humanity.  The link between 

faith and the event is brought to life by Elizabeth’s exclamation: “Blest is she who trusted 
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that the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled!” (Luke 1, 45)  

 

- The beatitude of faith does not only result from the feeling of a deep agreement with the 

divine will, but more essentially from the realization of the wonders announced by God.  

Faith is beatifying because it allows these wonders to fill up a human life, to enlarge it.   

 

- Let us underline the perspective in which the Gospel invites us to understand the efficacy of 

faith, - because it could be understood in a variety of ways.   

 

On the simple level of human psychology, feelings of faith and of confidence can manifest 

their efficacy as stimulants to activity, or as a means of self-realization.  Through these 

feelings, the individual transforms himself, increases his power for initiative and 

endurance, and thus becomes more efficient.   

 

Faith in the Lord acts in another way: it takes its efficacy not from the one who believes, 

but from God.  It is not the psychological energy of Mary’s faith that provoked the deeper 

understanding of the message addressed to her.  This realization could only be assured by 

the Lord himself.   

 

- Faith acts specifically as force of covenant, and not as subjective power of the individual 

person.  It opens man to divine action.  It is in this sense that Jesus says several times, in the 

course of his public life:  

 

“Your faith has healed you...” 

 

He attracts attention to the importance of faith, to the salvific effect it produces, for the 

body or for the soul.  But at the same time, he shows that this salvation comes from Him, 

through the miraculous healings he performs, or through the remission of sins he grants.  

The faith of the interested party allows Christ to unfold his salvific power, - and it is in 

virtue of this that He saves.  This is not to say that this faith is a simple passive acceptance 

of the divine will, - it is a positive act, and it actively disposes man to receive God’s action.  

But it is always from God, from above, that its efficacy comes.   

 

- No less significant is Jesus’ declaration to the Centurion:  

 

“It shall be done because you trusted...”     (Mt 8, 13)  

 

Faith gives the miracle its dimension: he who has believed in the power of the Lord to act 

from a distance obtains the cure.  There is in this a striking aspect of the covenant: the 

Almighty takes pleasure in acting in proportion to the faith one shows toward him.   

 

- This dynamic link between faith and event applies to the whole of Christian life: it is to be 

found in consecrated life, so deeply committed to the covenant.  What has been promised in 

our commitment needs faith to become reality.  Consecration is accomplished in the 

measure one believes in it, and, through faith, one gives oneself over to the sovereign action 
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of the Lord.   

 

- Each vocation has within it a life-program designed by God, and this program is known 

only very partially by the one who has been called.  Even Mary could not have imagined, at 

the time of the Annunciation, the greatness of the divine plan over her existence.  But the 

consent of faith allows God’s design to place itself, in all its dimensions, within concrete 

life-situations.  Hence, this hidden program becomes more evident, either discretely or very 

manifestedly, in one’s life.   

 

The limits imposed by the M.Ss.A. to the ‘event’ of his consecrated life are primarily those 

brought about by too weak a faith; his contributions to the ‘event’ of the Church are also in 

proportion to the strength and the scope of his faith.   

 

To live our promise as a gift - 

 

Realizing the impact of the covenant, the Missionary of the Holy Apostles is encouraged in 

his task to live his promise as an offering.  A constant effort is necessary for him to keep his 

vision on this supernatural level.   

 

- Without a doubt, he knows, theoretically, that all is grace, that his vocation comes from the 

Lord, that his life is the work of the divine all-embracing power.  But it is quite another 

thing to live intensely this truth in daily routine.  Our missionary runs the risk of allowing 

himself to be preoccupied too exclusively by the difficulties and the obstacles which may 

make him question his own capacity for keeping his promise.  He would, then, be tempted 

to consider only his own commitment and his own way to carry it out.   

 

In practice, he might come to act as if everything depended on him.  Without 

<discounting?, accounting for> the divine assistance in his life, he would concentrate all his 

attention on his personal comportment, tallying his efforts at improving, - his moments of 

generosity or his failures.  With this mentality, he would not sufficiently support his life-

commitment to the covenant Yahwé and himself have made together.   

 

If we consider the pact made between Yahwé and Moses, we realize what faith is 

demanded of a M.Ss.A.: He who is going to have to spend much of his energy to 

accomplish his mission must be disposed to receive all he undertakes, to renounce priding 

himself on his own efforts or on his own qualities.  The desert where he is going to lead the 

people, is the field by excellence where he will discover the human nakedness, crying for 

divine intervention.  There, God will answer Moses’ faith with extraordinary signs of 

salvation.   

 

- If, historically, what one calls religious life has been shaped through the departure to the 

desert, and if a certain human desert is inseparable from the “search for God alone” - then 

one understands all the better how necessary faith is for this desert, if it is to be filled with 

the divine presence and action.   
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Therefore one must accept the desert as the elected field of God’s power.   

 

- The same principle appears under another form in the episode of the Annunciation.  Mary’s 

faith had been prepared within her by her resolution to remain a virgin: a resolution 

implying a privation, a voluntary poverty.   

 

In the example of Zacharias, the sterility of his marriage had been an imposed trial; in his 

case, the opening to faith had been much more difficult.   

 

Mary, on the contrary, had deliberately renounced the acquisition, through marriage, of the 

maternity which was held as the greatest wealth of a Jewish woman’s life; and so she is 

more especially ready to receive, in faith, a maternity of divine origin.  This is why she was 

able to live her maternity as a divine gift.   

 

- The privations implied in our promise of fidelity are given to promote a similar attitude.  

They invite us to recognize everything as a gift from God.   

 

The riches owned by the M.Ss.A. are not those one acquires, but rather those one receives 

free of charge, as a gift, - the riches of God. 

 

The will by which the M.Ss.A. lives, through obedience, is not his own will, but the divine 

will.  The love that is growing in him is the love that the Holy Spirit pours out into his 

heart.  The work to which he dedicates himself, while it is certainly the result of his own 

faculties and resources, is profoundly animated by a superior inspiration, which gives it its 

value.  The divine gift is present everywhere and asks to be consciously received.   

 

- Let us note a very natural consequence of this attitude by which we see our promise as a 

gift.   

 

This attitude allows us to discern more easily - in the changes which characterize religious 

life today, - a divine design being accomplished.  To welcome God’s gift is to welcome the 

changes willed by the Holy Spirit in the mode in which consecrated life is to be lived.  One 

could not limit oneself purely and simply to the terms of the commitment taken at the time 

of the promise, and pretend that one had accepted the ancient mode of life, but not the new 

one.   

 

One commits oneself freely and without reserve to God’s invitation to a covenant with 

Him, and one accepts God’s gift of fidelity in all those ramifications that will be unveiled in 

the living out of the covenant in the future.  Affirmation of God’s gift will be expressed in a 

constant openness to the Spirit, who will renew and bring to fullness the Promise in each 

new age.   

 

A climate of serenity - 

 

In a period of time when upsetting transformations are taking place, - both in the mentality as 
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in the externals of religious life, in the social and economic spheres of our own existence, a 

climate of serenity is particularly necessary.  And in fact, it is this climate that tends to fortify 

faith in the context of covenant.   

 

The fidelity and stability of the “I AM,” of the “I shall be with you,” - constitute the 

unshakable basis of an intimate peace.  The certainty of this loving presence allows us to look at 

the most disconcerting events with calm.  Without a doubt there will occur moments of great 

trouble or of painful confusion, as happens in all human existence: one cannot avoid certain 

times of crisis or of violent interior struggle.  But the general climate in which consecrated life 

must blossom - like Christian life itself - is one of peace and joy.  Normally it does not include 

long periods of distress, nor many or continual anxieties.   

 

- Since, through the covenant, God wants to come as close as possible to humanity, he shows 

his intention of banishing fear in the relations with Him: “Do not be afraid...” (Gen 26, 24) 

is a recommendation characteristic of the essence of the covenant.   

 

The message of the Annunciation is preceded by the words: “Do not fear, Mary, you have 

found favor with God” (Lk 1, 30). 

 

One might observe that all vocations imply an assurance of the same kind: the one who is 

called has found a special favor with God and consequently cannot abandon himself to fear.  

Fear would prevent him from living totally the covenant.   

 

- In the Gospel, we note the atmosphere of serenity in Jesus’ life.  Christ has not only willed 

to diffuse this serenity, but he has also wanted to show his disciples how to acquire and 

maintain it through all the storms of life.  

 

The calmness and serenity of his countenance and of his attitude are explained by the depth 

of his intimate surrender to the Father.  In fact, it is from the Father that Jesus receives 

everything, and receives it with joy.  Having an absolute confidence in the supreme 

efficiency with which the Father directs all events, he confronts all situations with serenity.  

Even the distress in Gethsemani, as violent as it was, gives way to an unshakable serenity 

after his arrest, and so he faces his adversaries.   

 

At the moment he expires, Jesus reveals the secret of this serenity that he kept even in the 

face of death:  

 

“Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit.”     (Lk 23, 46)  

 

- Following Christ and striving to live the Gospel, the M.Ss.A. will participate in this climate 

of serenity.  Surrendering with great faith to the heavenly Father, he will remain in peace 

and will be able to enter without reserve into the love of the covenant.   

 

Is there not a mission in spreading peace and confidence in the midst of the deep changes 

taking place in the church today?  Shaken by what is crumbling all about them, many 
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Christians need to perceive in those more specially consecrated to God, the assurance that 

everything is being led by the Lord and that His Church, under divine impulse, pursues 

without fail her forward march.   

 

It is necessary to give time, - and to have patience - 

 

When the divine call has been heard and accepted, man does his best to respond to this call, 

to allow it to take possession of him, and to be guided by it.   

 

It is essential then, to consider consecrated life (religious life) above all as God’s own work: 

through it, He wishes to realize, in the course of a human life, the fundamental consecration of 

baptism, concretized by the practice of the Evangelical Counsels.  The Lord wants to extend as 

far as possible his undertaking to covenant Himself to mankind.   

 

Human nature is construed in such a way that we are capable of offering the total gift of self 

in a moment.  However, this gift does not unfold itself at once, rather it does so in the course of a 

life-time, during which the original generosity pledged deepens.  Time is necessary so that the 

tenderness and aspirations of life may be dominated and molded by this generosity.  God adapts 

his own design to the concrete possibilities of man, and to his progressive evolution.   

 

God introduces us more and more into the deepest mystery of the Passion and the 

Resurrection of Jesus.  This explains the suffering - at times very painful, - that characterizes the 

life of a consecrated Christian.  We too are called to share in the salvation of the world, and, in 

this way, to fulfill our task in the Church’s mission to be a sign of salvation to mankind.   

 

“And know that I am with you every day until the end of the world.”     (Mt 28, 

20)  

 

God gives us the guarantee of His presence at every moment of every day, and offers us the 

security of his power over all events that ever will confront us in the living out of our 

commitment.  Whatever the errors, the confusion, the sins, the limits, that might shake, upset or 

break us in our journey, the Lord remains unshakable in his covenant to us, and offers us the 

energy of an indestructible fidelity.  God’s immovable, “I AM” (Ex 3, 14), makes us capable 

enough to face whatever changes may come along, and that without fear.  It is a divine challenge 

issued to help us <in> overcoming our instability and our fear.   

 

 

CONCLUSION:  

 

To God’s commitment responds man’s commitment.   

 

To God’s divine covenant, which takes over the whole of man, responds the love that lets 

itself be taken, and that gives itself.   

 

God is with us at all times; we want to be with Him at all times.  Together - God-in-us - we 
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shall live out our commitment to the covenant relationship that we ratify today.   

 

To achieve this: Order in one’s life...  

 a time for everything,  

  - to rest,  

  - to eat,  

  - to pray,  

  - to work,  

   etc.  (Eccl 3, 1-9).  

 

Consequently: joy!  

 

“Everybody must give according to what he has inwardly decided; not grudgingly, 

not sadly, for God loves a cheerful giver.”     (2 Cor 9, 7)  

 

 

PRAYER:  

 

“I AM” 

 

Lord Jesus, you have said:  

 

“Before Abraham came to exist,  

 

I AM...  

I shall be with you...” 

 

Increase our faith 

 in your loving and almighty presence, 

 help us to live out our commitment  

in you, for you,  

while loving and serving our brothers.   

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the bread of life.” 

Satisfy our hunger for eternity, 

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the Light of the world.” 

Enlighten our darkness with your splendor, 
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We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the gate for the lambs.” 

Lead us toward your kingdom,  

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the Good shepherd.” 

Gather us into your fold,  

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 

Wake us from the Sleep of death.   

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the way, the truth and the life.” 

Reveal to us the face of our Father,  

 

We pray to you.   

 

Lord Jesus, you said:  

“I am the true vine.” 

Allow us to bring forth fruit in your love,  

 

We pray to you.   

 

Give us  

 - thanks to your “love poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit” -  

the grace of responding to your love in faith,  

and so  

to live fully our commitment as  

Missionaries of the Holy Apostles.   

 

 

A V E  M A R I A !  

 

 

 

29th of February, 1976.   
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 A brother,  

 

 Eusèbe H. MENARD.  
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